
Forensic Science Center’s Crime Lab to Move to New Facility in 2019 

The change of facility fits HFSC’s current annual $2.6 million facility costs and will also mean moving a 

staff of 200-plus. 

 

OKC’s DNA Solutions puts forensic science expertise to work identifying criminal suspects, victims 

Welcome to another intriguing episode of CSI — Oklahoma City, where DNA crime scene evidence from 

all over the world is brought to Oklahoma City-based DNA Solutions for its forensic science expertise. 

 

Can we trust digital forensic evidence? 

New research at the University of York examining digital forensic laboratories in England and Wales has 

shown that evidence of the accuracy of digital forensic methods may be missing from the regulatory 

framework. 

 

TULSA COUNTY DEPUTIES WORKING WITH FORENSICS STUDENTS ON COLD CASES 

These students are getting a firsthand look at the case files they are learning about in school Thursday. 

They will be reviewing those files to look for clues using forensic analysis like blood stains, crime scene 

reconstruction, digital evidence firearms and tire impressions. 

 

State’s crime labs receive federal grants to address backlog 

All five of the Washington State Patrol’s crime labs — Vancouver, Seattle, Tacoma, Marysville and 

Spokane — will receive a piece of the $2,347,180 awarded, which will help reduce backlogs of DNA 

samples awaiting testing and improve toxicology testing related to the opioid epidemic, U.S. Attorney 

Annette L. Hayes announced Thursday. 

 

Wayne Co. prosecutor, WMU get federal funds for Innocence Project 

The $451,238 grant from the Department of Justice is for the prosecutor and the university's Cooley Law 

School to collaborate on a case review and a DNA testing project, the prosecutor's office announced 

Thursday. It is the first collaboration of its kind in Michigan. 

 

Prosecutor, law school get grant for new look at old cases 

The Wayne County Prosecutor's Office and a law school are getting $451,000 from the federal 

government to take a fresh look at cases that might have led to wrongful convictions. 

 

Orange Chamber Holds 2018 Awards Breakfast 

The guest speaker will be the notable Dr. Henry Lee, one of the world’s foremost forensic scientists, and 

currently is the director of Forensic Research and Training Center and Distinguished Professor in 

Forensic Science of the University of New Haven. 

 

‘Fish Detective’ Gains Attention for Pioneering Research 

A local Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks biologist who identified an innovative forensic sleuthing 

technique to investigate illegal fish introductions is having his research published in an international 

peer-reviewed scientific journal. 
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Cold case rape in Bedford is solved after almost 20 years 

His DNA profile was traced as part of Operation Painter, an initiative run by the local police Major Crime 

Unit to review cold case rapes and sex offences from decades ago. 

 

Airtight Iron Coffin Found in Queens Held a Mysterious 19th-Century Mummy 

When construction workers unexpectedly unearthed the mummified body of a young African-American 

woman in the New York City borough of Queens in 2011, police thought the corpse belonged to a victim 

of a recent homicide. But closer examination soon revealed that her story was much stranger — and 

much older — than first suspected. 

 

Attorney General announces $2M grant to begin clearing NC's 15,000 untested rape kits 

At a press conference at the State Crime Lab in Raleigh, he announced a $2 million federal grant with 

which the state will be able to test about 1,400 sexual assault evidence collection kits that had 

previously been left on the shelves of law enforcement agencies. 

 

State Crime Lab launches rape kit tracking system 

"If we can track a UPS package, we can track a Domino's pizza to guarantee delivery, surely we can track 

a sexual assault kit to guarantee testing," Stein said. 

 

Nearly 6,500 rape kits sit untested statewide, Washington attorney general says 

The office announced the total number of kits Wednesday after receiving inventories from 208 law-

enforcement agencies across the state. The 6,460 kits have not yet been submitted to the state crime 

lab for testing. The attorney general is now awaiting federal grant money to allow the crime lab to test 

the kits. 

 

Arlington Police Crime Lab Gets Prestigious Accreditation 

After a rigorous inspection, the departments accreditation was renewed by the ANAB/ANSI-ASQ 

National Accreditation Board. 

 

New crime lab in Arapahoe County ‘big forensic deal' for multiple agencies 

“We had the idea of wouldn’t it be great if we could enter into some kind of a partnership and 

potentially build what would be a crime lab serving Arapaho and Douglas Counties,” Walcher said. 

 

Hotline breaks 12-year-old rape cold case 

In the case of the 2006 alleged gang rape, the teen's rape kit was partially tested and shelved, according 

to police. That's why when Benavidez was arrested for murder two years later, there was no DNA to 

compare it to in the national database. 

 

Indy prosecutors get federal grant for national gun evidence database 

Nearly $278,000 awarded this week by the U.S. Department of Justice will help the prosecutor’s office 

prioritize cases linked to guns identified in a national law enforcement database, Curry said in a news 

release Thursday. 
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Test to Measure Background Levels of Drugs in Crime Labs 

To measure those levels, the authors swabbed laboratory surfaces in the same way that airport security 

agents might swab a passenger’s hands or luggage. At the airport, that swab would go into an 

instrument that tests for traces of explosive residue. In this study, the authors tested the swabs for 

traces of narcotics. They swabbed laboratory benches, balances, telephones and door handles. They also 

swabbed outside the lab space, in evidence-receiving areas and office spaces. To ensure that the 

measurements reflected routine conditions at the lab, no unscheduled cleaning took place prior to 

testing. 

 

Wisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimel wants new rape kits sent to state in 72 hours 

Not every kit sent to state crime labs would be tested, however. Survivors of sexual assault would 

decide whether to have their kits tested for a police investigation or stored in case they want to pursue 

an investigation later. 

 

After 10-year rape kit delay, man charged with raping, kidnapping teen in Seattle 

The victim's rape kit, stored among more than 1,000 in a well-known backlog of untested sets of 

evidence, was finally examined and yielded a DNA match for Darin Bolar in December 2017. 

 

$13.7 million forensics lab opens south Centennial Airport 

It’s been three years in the making, but the Unified Forensic Lab is finally open for business and a tour 

was given to the press Sept. 27 and began accepting evidence this week. 

 

Audit finds backlog of rape kits totals 373 in Yakima County 

The state attorney general’s office completed an inventory of unsubmitted sexual assault kits this 

month, finding 6,460 kits sitting in evidence storage facilities at 208 law enforcement agencies 

statewide, the release said. Of the total, 373 are from Yakima County. 
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