
As you may know, our Forensic Research Committee has officially launched our 
Laboratories and Educators Alliance Program (LEAP) to facilitate collaborative research 
between academic and forensic science laboratories.  Henry Maynard is leading our 
FRC initiatives and this committee is really taking an important role.  I am convinced 
that this will be one of the most important ASCLD initiatives going forward.  In order to 
make this effort a success we are asking that you consider adding your lab to the LEAP 
map. It’s a simple sign-up that takes less than a minute (click here). Our university 
researchers and students can benefit greatly from lab directors, managers, and 
scientist’s experience and direction in making research projects serve all our joint 
needs.  
  
The ASCLD FRC webpage has been updated with a new LEAP promo video.  The 
video can also be viewed here.  We all recognize the need for research to provide our 
cases the latest technology to prevent and solve crime, while protecting the rights of the 
innocent and suspect alike.  We also must acknowledge that crime lab resources are 
stretched thin covering our casework demands.  Leveraging the resources of interested 
university researchers, we can bring the strength of our scientist’s experience, 
academic researcher’s capabilities and student’s need for applicable projects to better 
meet all our needs.  Through ASCLD’s partnership with the Council of Forensic Science 
Educators (COFSE), we are identifying forensic science needs and providing a platform 
for laboratories, researcher, and students to seek projects that align with their mutual 
research needs and capabilities.    
  
For more LEAP information or for additional information about the ASCLD Forensic 
Research Committee, please visit: http://www.ascld.org/forensic-research-committee/  
Please consider signing up your crime lab or university to participate in this valuable 
initiative.  Please also consider forwarding this invitation to academic institutions that 
might be interested in participating in this initiative.   
  
Finally I wanted to highlight that the United States Senate officially recognized National 
Forensic Science Week this year with Senate Resolution 656.  I would like to personally 
thank Idaho Senator Mike Crapo for working with ASCLD and CFSO on the wording for 
the resolution and reaching out to California Senator Dianne Feinstein and Georgia 
Senator Johnny Isakson for co-sponsorship.  The Senators have all expressed their 
support to make this an annual resolution.  We hope to have more Senators sign on 
next year and get it done in the House.  Please alert your Senator and Representative if 
you think they might be interested in signing on as a co-sponsor next year.  It was 
amazing to see all the state and local resolutions in support of the week.  If you have 
not submitted them already, please send your state or local resolution to Ramona at 
office@ascld.org so we can post it on the NFSW website maintained by ASCLD.   
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