
Justice Department Publishes Statement on 2016 President's Council of Advisors on Science and 

Technology Report 

Today, the Justice Department published a statement on the 2016 President’s Council of Advisors on 

Science and Technology (PCAST) Report, Forensic Science in Criminal Courts: Ensuring Scientific Validity 

of Feature-Comparison Methods.  The statement is a response to PCAST’s claims regarding what it 

described as forensic “feature comparison methods.” 

 

Supervisors approve MCSO's use of private crime lab 

“The state crime lab is all messed up. It takes three years to get a case processed. They have a state-of-

the-art facility with hardly anybody working there due to a 70 percent budget cut,” he said. 

 

Charleston’s forensic crime lab nears completion 

Discounting calls for service like noise complaints and traffic responses, Charleston’s forensic services 

and staff are involved in close to all cases investigated by city police, according to Judy Gordon, 

Charleston’s forensic services director. 

 

Massachusetts crime lab scandal could widen as another chemist is investigated 

The district attorney for Suffolk County, Massachusetts is investigating a drug lab chemist named Della 

Saunders who used to work at the state’s Hinton forensic lab. She was the de facto team leader of Annie 

Dookhan, who was arrested in September 2012 for tampering with evidence and has already served a 

prison sentence for her action. 

 
Chicago Police Academy implements 'revolutionary' simulator with realistic weapons, unpredictable situations 

The simulator is in response to consent decree reform efforts and is designed to help officers better respond to 

situations where things aren't so cut and dry. 

 

Human remains found in two suitcases in Denver identified using DNA analysis 

The remains are of 33-year-old Joshua Lockard, according to the Denver Office of the Medical Examiner. 

DNA analysis performed by the Denver Crime Lab Forensic and Evidence Division positively identified 

the remains. 

 

Waldport man indicted on murder charge linked to December burglary 

The Lincoln County Major Crime Team conducted an extensive investigation into the death of Campbell. 

Multiple witnesses were interviewed, physical evidence was gathered from several locations and 

submitted to the Oregon State Police Crime Lab for forensic analysis. On January 13, 2021, the Oregon 

State Police Crime Lab completed forensic analysis on physical evidence submitted, a Grand Jury 

proceeding was scheduled for the following day. The Grand Jury returned with an indictment on the 

listed charges. 

 

A wet wipe proved a Concord bank robber's undoing, feds say 

Veteran bank robber Angel Robles didn't have much time to live it up with the $383.97 he made off with 

from a Concord bank last November because investigators were able to lift at least one of his 

fingerprints from the wipe he held during the robbery and then dropped before he ran out of the bank 

and back to the stolen U-Haul he had parked outside, according to an FBI agent on the case. 
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MSP marks 100 years of service 

The Maryland State Police is proud to announce the 100th anniversary of its founding as a statewide, 

full-service law enforcement department that has continually provided dedicated and professional 

police services. 

 

New Santa Fe DA sets speedy trial, plea policies for drug possession 

Carmack-Altwies said the shift will also release pressure on the state crime lab, which she says has a 13-

month backlog in part because it is having to test hundreds if not thousands of items such as syringes 

and pipes for trace amounts of illegal substances each year in order for prosecutors to pursue drug 

possession cases. 

 

Woman seeks justice 2 years after daughter was killed in shooting 

A suspect was never identified for the killing of Cox, authorities said, but in a statement issued by the 

Craven County Sheriff’s Office, officials confirmed an investigation is still active. They said they have 

interviewed multiple people in several states and submitted multiple items to the crime lab. So far, as a 

result of the investigation, three people have been charged with felony drug trafficking. 

 

Albany newborn died from gunshot wounds, teen father charged with homicide 

Kruckenberg-Anderson directed investigators to the spot where he left the infant, and a Green County 

sheriff’s deputy found her there. But when a state Crime Lab employee examined the girl at the scene 

he saw a gunshot wound to her forehead and a spent bullet casing to her right. 

 

Man, 52, indicted in killing of Waldport city councilor 

The Oregon State Police Crime Lab finished forensic analysis on physical evidence in the case 

Wednesday, and Sigler was indicted Thursday. 

 

FBI investigates Capitol attack iPhone data over & school iPad recoveries in the Apple Crime Blotter 

The FBI, per The Verge, has collected more than 100,000 pieces of digital evidence related to the Capitol 

attack, and more than 170 cases had been opened as of January 12. At least one criminal complaint for a 

person charged in connection with the attack specifically referenced an iPhone search, which turned up 

location data. 

 

Sex offender charged with decade-old rape of Salt Lake woman walking home 

Garbett is currently on the Utah Sex Offender and Kidnap Registry. He was convicted in federal court in 

2006 of using an interstate to transport a minor for the purpose of having sex. He was sentenced to 

nearly five years in federal prison followed by three years of supervised release. 

 

Investigation underway at HFSC following claims of toxic work environment 

This comes after a four-page letter was sent to the board by an anonymous group of past and present 

CSU investigators, claiming a hostile work environment within the unit, which in the letter they 

contribute to upper management. 
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Splitting hairs: The case of Kenneth Ousley and the murder of Kelli Hall 

Where are the hairs? They are missing from the county crime lab. To make a long story short, the county 

had three hair samples for the Ferguson and Ousley cases. During his appeal process, Ferguson's 

attorneys hired a local lab to study the hairs. They checked out the samples in 2001. They were never 

returned. Now, 20 years later, Ousley has filed his motion, and nobody knows where the hairs are. The 

lab reports they only keep records for seven years. The analyst who studied the hairs 20 years ago now 

lives in Utah, and cannot travel due to the pandemic. She has no recollection of where the hairs might 

be. Such forensic evidence in a criminal case would be well marked in a large box, unlikely to be lost or 

misplaced. But it has been. 
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