
FBI Approves Verogen’s Next-Gen Forensic DNA Technology for National DNA Index System 
Verogen Inc., the world’s first DNA sequencing company dedicated to forensic science, announced today 
that the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation has approved the company’s next-gen forensic 
DNA technology for use by forensic laboratories generating DNA profiles for upload to the National DNA 
Index System (NDIS). The FBI manages NDIS to enable comparison of eligible DNA profiles contributed 
by participating federal, state, and municipal forensic laboratories. 
 
EXCLUSIVE: UK to open first ‘body farm’ for forensic research 
Details are not yet finalized, but the plans are at an advanced stage: project leaders hope this year to 
open the farm, also known as a forensic cemetery or taphonomy facility, after the discipline devoted to 
the study of decay and fossilization. 
 
California Forensic Labs Will Use STRmix 
Two California forensic labs – the Orange County Crime Lab (OCCL) and the Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD) Forensic Science Division – are the latest in the U.S. to announce plans to use 
STRmix™ to resolve DNA profiles in criminal investigations. 
 
Students Work Together In Hands-On Arson Investigation 
Warren Tech Fire Science, Criminal Justice, Forensic Science and Emergency Dispatch students combined 
everything they’ve learned for an annual Arson Investigation. 
 
Scientists stumped as to why shrimp is testing positive for cocaine 
The Environmental International study showed that samples of shrimp collected in July 2018 from 15 
sites across five river catchments in the Suffolk area, including Gipping, Alde, Deben, Stour and Waveney 
contained the drug, along with illegal pesticides. 
 
As Philly Police completed testing on backlogged rape kits, new leads emerged, DA says 
Investigators discovered new leads in dozens of Philadelphia rape cases previously considered unsolved 
after the Police Department belatedly completed testing on a long-standing backlog of untested rape 
kits, city officials said Thursday. 
 
Alleged serial killer accused of butchering three women, including Ashton Kutcher’s Grammy party date, 
begins trial in Los Angeles, actor expected as witness 
Michael Gargiulo, dubbed the Hollywood Ripper, slashed Ellerin’s throat and stabbed her nearly four 
dozen times in a spasm of violence inside her Hollywood Hills house 18 years ago, Los Angeles County 
Deputy District Attorney Daniel Akemon told jurors on the first day of Gargiulo’s murder trial. 
 
Lords tell Home Office police forensic science is at breaking point 
The Government has been warned the UK's forensic science is in a state of crisis by a Lords Committee - 
just four years after the National Audit Office raised its own concerns about the privatisation of forensic 
science services. 
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DPS civilian employee accused of stealing firearm magazines, accessories 
A supervisor for a forensic science unit within the state highway agency in Arizona is accused of stealing 
multiple firearm magazines and other accessories from the department. 
 
Closing arguments set in Zimmerman case; late BPD video rejected 
Before the defense rested, the judge ruled the jury would not be allowed to see a video of a 
Bloomington detective conducting a gunshot residue test. The reenactment of his Nov. 6, 2014, test of 
surfaces in Zimmerman’s car was videotaped Tuesday night and given to defense lawyer John Rogers 
over the lunch break Wednesday. 
 
Study: 70% of adults dying prematurely of natural causes do not seek medical help 
Researchers from The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston (UTHealth) and the Harris 
County Institute of Forensic Sciences (IFS) teamed up to analyze autopsy reports and death investigation 
records of 1,282 people between the ages of 25 and 59 who died in Harris County in 2013. They 
discovered key factors relating to premature adult deaths. 
 
Lawyer: Connetquot High teen arrested in bomb plot studied forensic science 
One of the three Connetquot High School teens arrested in an alleged campus bomb plot is an honors 
student with an interest in forensic science, his attorney said Friday. 
 
Lords inquiry says forensic science is broken: here’s how we can start to fix it 
The current problem is that the science in our courts is not as robust, reliable and properly 
communicated as it needs to be. There is a growing recognition within government, parliament and the 
justice institutions, that the criminal justice system is not keeping pace with scientific advances, with 
particularly urgent needs in the digital domain. 
 
Crime lab supervisor resigns following arrest for theft, fraud, per DPS 
According to investigators, he stole magazines, ammunition and other weapons accessories from the lab 
on different occasions. 
 
Delayed autopsy from crime lab delays murder trial 
Harper said the lag is a result of the crime lab being understaffed with a very short turnover period 
between employees combined with a heavy workload and a pay scale that is not on par with other parts 
of the nation. 
 
California 'sexually violent predator' arrested in cold case rape, murder of woman, 81 
Police said Thursday they arrested Lenard Chester, 58, in the Dec. 1, 1980, murder of Leah Sarah Bullis in 
Oxnard through a DNA match. 
 
Her body was found with her baby, still alive, beside her. 47 years later, an arrest 
“For almost 47 years, many thought this day would never come,” she said. “This day has come due to 
the determination of Johnston County Sheriff Steve Bizzell and his tenacious investigators.” 
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Bill requiring swift testing on rape kits moving in House 
The measure directs police and sheriff’s departments starting this summer to submit new, completed 
kits for testing to the State Crime Lab, an approved third-party lab or the Department of Public Safety 
within 45 days of receiving them. It also directs local law enforcement to create panels that review 
sexual assault kits and prioritize which should be tested first. 
 
Police: No credible threat after shell casing found on RIC campus 
According to the police report obtained by Eyewitness News, Providence police seized the 9mm brass 
shell casing as part of their investigation. Col. Hugh Clements said the round was sent to the state crime 
lab to be analyzed. 
 
Man convicted of killing West Chester woman under investigation for Mason jogger assault 
Mason Police Chief Todd Carter confirmed Friday to this media outlet that 30-year-old Strouse, of 
Liberty Twp., “certainly is” a suspect in that case, which involved a woman attacked from behind while 
running on an access road off of Mason Road. 
 
A human scalp found in a FoodSaver bag baffled police. Now, a grandmother has been charged with 
murder. 
The cherubic-looking grandmother, measuring just over 5 feet tall with her hair in loose white curls, 
once started expounding on the best way to dispose of a human body, her daughter, Carolyn Cooksey, 
told police. Seemingly unprompted, she explained that pigs would eat every part of a corpse except for 
the skull. Her grandson, Michael Harris, also recalled receiving a similar lecture, except that he had been 
told that pigs would eat everything but the hair. 
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