
Massachusetts State Police Crime Lab Now Using STRmix 

That list includes federal agencies such as the FBI, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 

Explosives (ATF), and the US Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory, state agencies like the recently 

added South Carolina Law Enforcement Division and the Colorado Bureau of Investigation, and even 

private companies such as Bode Cellmark Forensics. STRmix™ is also in various stages of installation, 

validation, and training in more than 60 other U.S. labs. 

 

Investigation into Fort Worth crime lab scientist could affect hundreds of cases 

A forensic scientist with the Fort Worth police crime lab has been placed on administrative leave as the 

department investigates allegations she failed to do a quality control test, then tried to cover it up. 

 

I-Team: Proposed Changes to Revamped Nassau Crime Lab Spark Concerns 

Lab director Pat Buffolino was asked to brief commissioners on the status of the crime lab. It was 

supposed to open in a state-of-the-art building in December 2017, but never did. 

 

NOPD crime lab planned for Gravier and South White 

Nearly 14 years after the New Orleans Police Department’s crime lab flooded in the levee breaks 

following Hurricane Katrina, the city is holding a Neighborhood Participation Program meeting to discuss 

its plans for a new lab. 

 

State Crime Lab tests of rape kits extensive, time-consuming 

With an additional lab testing DNA and biological evidence, the once two-year wait for rape evidence 

testing in North Carolina has dropped to about five months. Threats of evidence backlogs still persist, lab 

managers say, due to the volume of criminal cases and evidence submitted for testing. 

 

Aurora’s new joint crime lab won’t test DNA until end of year as backlog of CBI cases looms 

Forensic teams at a new regional crime lab intended to bolster criminal investigations in Aurora and its 

surrounding communities won’t be testing DNA samples until the end of the year, several months later 

than officials originally estimated workers would begin analyzing samples at the new facility. 

 

ECSU building eyed as proposed crime lab site 

Elizabeth City officials and local lawmakers are trying to open a new state crime lab at Elizabeth City 

State University, and hope to see funding for the facility this year. 

 

Crime scene experts testify during day 7 of Lymon trial 

Day seven of the trial began where the previous day left off, with the defense and prosecution hashing 

out a motion with Judge Neil Candelaria. The state asked for the judge's permission to bring in an 

outside expert that was not already on the witness list. 

 

Dubuque police officer recovering after exposure to substance 

While investigating the home, police saw drug paraphernalia and were granted a warrant to search for 

drugs inside. During the search, an officer came into contact with an unknown powdery substance and 

began losing consciousness. That officer was pulled out of the home and was given a dosage of Narcan. 

The officer was then taken to a local hospital for treatment. 
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Sexual Assault Kit Initiative 

The effort to address a backlog of sexual assault kits nationwide has led to tens of thousands of long-

shelved kits being tested over the last several years. The FBI Laboratory alone tested more than 3,600 

kits in a four-year effort to assist state and local agencies. 

 

Murdered WWII vet's body found in Wyoming, given military funeral 

The bag inside the trunk was from the Iowa-based grocery chain HyVee, which led authorities to wonder 

if the remains were of an Iowan. They were, but it took more than 24 years to determine that, and the 

identity of the victim: Joseph Mulvaney, a World War II veteran and railroad worker, who disappeared 

from Des Moines in 1963. 

 

Research center, Innocence Project, statistics magazine mark anniversary of ‘Strengthening Forensic 

Science’ report with special issue 

“The forensic science system, encompassing both research and practice, has serious problems that can 

only be addressed by a national commitment to overhaul the current structure that supports the 

forensic science community in this country,” said a landmark report by the research council’s Committee 

on Identifying the Needs of the Forensic Science Community. 

 

Forensic science is in crisis – and this could have critical effects on UK legal system 

British scientists played a major role in developing key technologies and techniques for global legal 

systems. These tools – such as fingerprint and DNA analysis – reveal relationships between individuals, 

objects and locations involved in a crime. But, as the importance of forensic science and technology for 

the legal system continues to increase, there are major concerns about the survival of the institutions 

engaged in such work and the integrity with which it is used. 

 

Fairmont, WV, State University receives $5,000 grant for forensic science camp 

Officially called the Forensic and Analytical Chemistry Technology Camp, the program gives upcoming 

sixth- through ninth-graders a chance to see what the field of forensic science is all about, according to 

Mark Flood, professor of forensic science and coordinator of Fairmont State’s Forensic Science Program. 

 

The Science Behind Detecting Art Fakes 

There are actually 25 haystack paintings that comprise the series, but only eight are in private hands, 

and only four have come to auction during this century. The rest of the series are in the collections of 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the Musee d'Orsay in Paris, and the Art Institute of 

Chicago. 
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