
Virginia Drug Report Assists in Policy Development Across State Government 

The new report of Drug Cases Submitted to the Virginia Department of Forensic Science CY 2019 was 

released Thursday, November 5, 2020. The Virginia Department of Forensic Science (DFS) receives 

tens of thousands of seized drug samples every year, submitted by law enforcement agencies 

across the state. This report, a joint effort by DFS and the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice 

Services (DCJS), highlights the frequency with which various selected drugs are submitted, broken 

out by the seven geographical Virginia State Police divisions. 

DFS has been sharing the monthly drug case information that is submitted to the National Forensic 

Laboratory Information System (NFLIS) with a research analyst at DCJS since the early 2000s. When 

the laboratory’s drug backlog spiked in 2005, a correlation between the backlog and the Average 

Daily Population (ADP) for those awaiting trial for drug felony charges was noted. Beginning in 2007, 

DCJS and the Department of Planning and Budget began including the drug case backlog as an 

explanatory variable in offender population forecast models.  

This dataset is also used to assist in evaluating how specific drug trends, such as cocaine, affect 

different crime rates in Virginia. This information has also become helpful in demonstrating 

jurisdictional drug trends to those providing addiction treatment and recovery services, as well as to 

state and local law enforcement. For drug cases, the demonstration that longer turnaround times 

lead directly to higher jail bed costs for defendants awaiting trial has been crucial justification for 

additional resources over time.  

The landscape of seized drugs has changed over the past year. Calendar year 2019 was the first year 

that methamphetamine was found in more seized drug items in the Commonwealth of Virginia than 

any other controlled substance. In addition, although heroin and prescription opioids decreased 

compared to 2018, illicit synthetic opioids increased by 14%. New this year is a list of synthetic drugs 

(including opioids and novel benzodiazepines) that were identified in 2019. Due to the laboratory’s 

greatly reduced backlog and turnaround times, DFS anticipates publishing the update for drugs 

submitted in calendar year 2020 in March 2021. 

The DFS website provides access to this annual report since it was first published in 2013.  

 

Linda C. Jackson is the Department Director of the Virginia Department of Forensic Science. Linda 

currently serves as Secretary of the ASCLD Board of Directors and is a member of the NIJ Forensic 

Laboratory Needs – Technology Working Group (FLN-TWG). If you have questions about the 

Department of Forensic Science or would like further information, you may reach her 

at linda.jackson@dfs.virginia.gov. 

 

https://www.dfs.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/FINAL_DFS2019DrugSubmissionDataReport.pdf
https://www.dfs.virginia.gov/documentation-publications/

