
State Forensic Lab backlog cut by half 
The issue first surfaced after a W.Va. State Police 2015 report pointed to a “tremendous backlog of 
approximately 2,400 drug cases” in the lab, which was not fully staffed. That figure grew to more than 
2,900 and did not include other cases besides drugs. 
 
Governor introduces new procedures to clear up Crime Lab backlog 
To help with transparency and accountability, the state plans to implement an online sexual-assault test 
kit tracking system by the end of the year. 
 
Nationwide DNA testing backlog has nearly doubled, despite $1 billion in federal funding 
For 15 years, the Justice Department has tried to reduce the backlog of crime scene DNA samples 
awaiting testing at state and local crime labs. But despite about $1 billion in federal spending to cut the 
number of untested cases, the number has grown by 85 percent in the past six years, according to a 
Government Accountability Office report issued Friday. 
 
New Pendleton crime lab to open this summer 
The facility exceeds 9,500 square feet at the bottom of Airport Hill in what is effectively the county’s law 
enforcement center, with the entrance to the Pendleton Police Department and the Oregon State Police 
Pendleton Area Command just up Airport Road, and the sheriff’s office, jail and parole and probation 
department within a moment’s drive the other way. 
 
State crime lab prepares for changing hemp laws 
About 24 hours after samples of a green leafy substance arrived in Meridian’s Idaho State Police 
Forensic Services laboratory after officers found it in a semitrailer in January, the agency’s chemists had 
it tested. They confirmed the substance had tetrahydrocannabinol in it — the psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana — which meant under Idaho law it is illegal. 
 
Former NJ State Crime Lab Director to Speak on the Opioid Crisis  
The Rose Mercadante Chemistry and Biochemistry Seminar Series is pleased to present a seminar by Dr. 
Thomas A. Brettell, retired Director of the New Jersey State Police Division of Forensic Sciences and 
Professor of Chemistry at Cedar Crest College, titled "The Opioid Crisis – Challenges and Solutions for the 
Crime Lab." 
 
U of C crime expert: Reducing gun violence must be a priority of next mayor 
“If the mayor is proposing a serious solution to the problem, I think one thing that we can be sure of is 
it’s going to be enormously expensive,” Jens Ludwig, head of the University of Chicago Crime Lab, told a 
City Club of Chicago luncheon. 
 
Five witnesses testified on Day 3 of the Michael Rosfeld trial 
On the stand for 1 hour and 8 minutes, he testified that a 9 mm magazine found in Antwon Rose II's 
pants pocket could not have been used in the .40-caliber gun fired in the North Braddock drive-by 
shooting that preceded by 13 minutes the incident involving Mr. Rosfeld and Antwon. 
 
 
Inside Maine crime lab that helped catch suspected Alaska cold case killer 
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In some cases, the DNA of a relative is being used to identify suspects. Police said Downs' aunt sent her 
DNA to a genealogy website, which was later used to identify Downs as a suspect in the Alaska killing. 
 
Genealogist leads to 82-year-old charged in 1976 cold case 
An 82-year-old Wisconsin man has been charged in a 1976 double slaying after a genealogist used DNA 
evidence to narrow the list of possible suspects in the cold case. 
 
Man charged in Marinette County double murder held on $1 million bond 
"Genetic genealogy is highly accurate. However, no arrests are made based on our work. It’s really highly 
scientific tips that we provide to investigators -- it’s a lead generation -- and then they have to take the 
information that is provided through genetic genealogy analysis and build their traditional forensic 
case," Parabon Nanolabs chief genetic genealogist CeCe Moore told Action 2 News in a phone interview 
Friday. 
 
He Spent 36 Years Behind Bars. A Fingerprint Database Cleared Him in Hours. 
All it took was for technicians in a crime lab to run the fingerprints collected at the scene of a rape 
through a national database. Within hours, the experts had established a match with a serial rapist. 
 
Remains found in trunk in 1992 to be buried 
Known as the “skeleton in the trunk,” Mulvaney’s remains were finally identified on October 26, 2017, 
through a DNA profile at the state crime lab in Cheyenne. 
 
DOJ Should Improve Performance Measurement and Properly Design Controls for Nationwide Grant 
Program 
GAO found that the reported number of backlogged requests for crime scene DNA analysis at state and 
local government labs has increased by 85 percent from 2011 through 2017, the most recent full year 
for which grantee data were available (from about 91,000 to about 169,000). This growth has occurred 
despite labs' collectively processing more requests over time, as shown below. 
 
Can we trust forensic evidence? 
A leading scholar of legal evidence, Mnookin is the coauthor of Modern Scientific Evidence: The Law and 
Science of Expert Testimony (2016) and The New Wigmore: A Treatise on Evidence (2010). Her article 
“The Uncertain Future of Forensic Science” was published last fall in Daedelus: Journal of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, in a special issue devoted to science and the legal system. 
 
Judging The Value of Forensic Evidence 
According to Senior U.S. District Judge Jed Rakoff, at the Southern District of New York, "Forensic science 
continues to be routinely admitted by the courts, both state and federal, even though considerable 
doubts have now been raised as to whether forensic science really is science at all, and whether it is 
reliable and valid.” 
 
 
 
Jack the Ripper finally identified, forensic scientists claim 
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Jack the Ripper, the notorious serial killer who terrorized the streets of London more than a century ago, 
may have finally been identified by forensic scientists in Great Britain. Genetic tests published last week 
in the Journal of Forensic Sciences point to Aaron Kosminski, a 23-year-old Polish barber and a prime 
police suspect at the time. 
 
The Move Towards Portable Technologies in Forensic Science 
Law enforcers rely on forensic scientists to provide reliable interpretation of evidence taken from crime 
scenes and specimens from people of interest. Forensic scientists, in turn, rely on analytical methods 
and techniques to help them meet the challenges of forensic analysis both in the laboratory and in the 
field. 
 
Using Forensic Entomology to Help Establish Time of Death 
As soon as a human dies, the body begins to decompose. However, signs of decomposition are not 
usually visible to the naked eye until many hours after death. Insects, however, have a keen ability to 
sense the liquids, gases, and chemicals emitted from a dead body and are quickly attracted to these 
by-products of decomposition. 
 
Fire destroys forensic lab equipment building in Fort Myers 
Firefighters reported to Air Science, a forensic lab equipment manufacturing company, just after 3 a.m. 
on Sixth Street and Danley Drive. 
 
Disrupting forensic science and playing with fire 
Forensic chemist Professor Niamh Nic Daeid began learning about fire from her parents after they 
started Ireland's first fire investigation company. 
 
Scientists Are Getting Heated Over the DNA Study Identifying Jack the Ripper 
Five women were brutally murdered within three months and their killer has never been found. The 
public, however, gave him the name Jack the Ripper. Since the gruesome events of 1888, great effort 
has been put into discovering his identity, and on March 12 a team of scientists claimed they have 
produced “the most advanced study to date regarding this case.” The problem is that other scientists 
don’t think this study should have even made it past peer review. 
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