
 
 

Happy National Forensic Science Week! 
 

 This week we honor forensic 
science professionals all over the 
world for the hard work, 
dedication, and service they give 
to their communities.  THANK 
YOU for what you do in furthering 
the enterprise of forensic science 
in research, lab work, casework, 
evidence handling, crime scenes, 
investigations, administration, 
support, or quality control.  We 
also thank all of the companies, 
educational entities, government, 
and funding entities that 
participate with us and make us 
successful.  This is a week for 
every individual working in 
forensic science to take a 

collective and well-earned bow.  
  
National Forensic Science Week was started in 2013.  The idea for the week came out of 
discussions about the lack of understanding about forensic science by local, state, and federal 
legislators and politicians.  One of the founders, Director Michael Garvey (Director of Forensic 
Science at the City of Philadelphia Police Department), notes that his interest was in finding a 
way to recognize forensic practitioners.  He felt the great work done by forensic practitioners 
needed to be shared with the public.  ASCLD members played a founding role.  As the forensic 
science committee chair for the Major City Chiefs (MCC) organization, Director Garvey asked 
them to formally sponsor the week.  Several other early adopters jumped on board including the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) forensic committee with Miami-Dade Police 
Department Forensic Services Commander Stephanie Stoiloff, and the Association of State 
Criminal Investigating Agencies (ASCIA) forensic committee with Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation Deputy Director of Forensic Services Jan Girten and Georgia Bureau of 
Investigations Assistant Director Dan Kirk.  ASCLD, under the Presidency of Utah Bureau of 
Forensic Science Director Jay Henry, was quick to express support, and the Innocence Project was 
also a sponsor of the first National Forensic Science Week.  In the next few years, the Consortium 
of Forensic Science Organizations (CFSO), the National Forensic Science Technology Center 
(NFSTC), and the Major County Sheriff’s Association (MCSA) officially joined the co-
sponsors.  ASCLD, MCC, ASCIA, and IACP have been official sponsors of the event every year since 
its inception.  
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The domain name forensicscienceweek.org was purchased, and ASCLD took over managing the 
website.  The event has been expanded to Twitter and Facebook with the NFSTC participating in 
a big way each year to enhance the social media experience.  Philadelphia got the first 
proclamation for the week from the city mayor, then the state of Pennsylvania followed with a 
proclamation from the governor.  These proclamations were quickly followed the city of Miami 
and other cities.  The week was originally planned for late August to coincide with the 
congressional recess, and was moved to September several years ago to coincide with colleges 
and universities being in session and to avoid summer vacations for lab staff.  Labs have always 
been encouraged to invite politicians to their laboratories for tours and information 
sessions.  Labs have also been encouraged to recognize their employees.  Many labs have done 
tours, luncheons, community events, etc.  Last year I was able to personally attend a NFSW event 
at the Houston Forensic Science Center and caught the vision of what this week could be.  I have 
organized the first National Forensic Science Week commemoration in Idaho this year with Dr. 
John Butler and Mrs. Debbie Smith presenting to the community and students at Boise State 
University.  We will also give out the first Rick Groff Visionary Leadership in Forensic Science 
Award.  Rick was very influential in our Idaho labs by introducing accreditation, and was the first 
in the country to require certification of every scientist working in the lab.  He was also a founding 
member of AFQAM.  
  
A quick search around the country led to information about events in Houston, Virginia, 
Washington D.C., Miami, Philadelphia, Colorado, Idaho, and Florida (to name a few).  I hope you 
will all use the Twitter @ForSciWeek and the Facebook @forensicscienceweek with the 
#forensicscienceweek to advertise all the great events you are doing this week to raise the level 
of awareness of forensic science issues and recognize your employees.  While the website is 
currently under revision, much of the historical information and many photos will be posted on 
a revamped NFSW website coming later this year.  If you do not have anything planned yet for 
this year, it is not too late to honor your employees in some small way.  Start a tradition this year, 
and build upon it for next year.  I have included below some ideas that labs have submitted so 
you can start planning for next year.  
  
Employee recognition day – management provides and serves a BBQ, ice cream, or snacks at a 
break.  Present service awards or special recognition. 
Political tours (local, state and federal) 
Family day – weekend single day event, where the lab is open to employee families to see where 
they work 
School events – visit schools throughout the city with crime scene truck and forensic scientists to 
discuss STEM and forensic careers 
Forensic science learning day at a city or state museum, discovery center, or children’s center 
hosted by forensic scientists.  
Forensic science related movie screening, community discussion, or presentation, 
Radio, TV, or newspaper articles about the lab and the work going on to help keep the community 
safe.  
Enjoy National Forensic Science Week!  We thank you for all you do individually and collectively 
for public safety and criminal justice! 

http://forensicscienceweek.org/
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