
Crime Scene Unit Of Houston Forensic Science Center Achieves International 
Accreditation 
The international organization of standardization ISO has awarded international 
accreditation for the first time to the Houston Forensic Science Center’s (HFSC) Crime 
Scene Unit (CSU). 
 
How scavengers can help forensic scientists identify human corpses 
When the police recover skeletonised, burnt or heavily decomposed bodies, they need 
forensic experts to make sense of what they've found. One important question in such 
cases is: when did the person die? 
 
Real Life CSI: DP Todd's Forensic Science Class 
PRINCE GEORGE-  It's not your typical science class. That's why it's such a hit with 
senior students at DP Todd Secondary. This is the second year Forensic Science has 
been offered as an elective and it only runs once during the school year.  
 
Renowned Connecticut forensic scientist Henry Lee to tie the knot 
Henry C. Lee, the world-renowned forensic scientist, announced in a news release that 
his wedding to Xiaping Jiang of Yangzhou, Jiangsu, China, will be held Dec. 1 in 
Litchfield. 
 
RTI acquires Chicago-based credentialing organization 
The financial details of the acquisition were not disclosed. John Morgan, the senior 
director of RTI’s Center for Forensic Sciences, said RTI has not determined whether it 
will move MROCC and its small team from Chicago to the Triangle. 
 
Flawed testimony helped send people to Virginia prisons. But the state doesn’t know 
how many. 
In 2016, the agency that runs Virginia’s crime labs began an ambitious project to find 
cases in which people had been convicted after flawed testimony from hair examiners. 
 
Physician sues Houston Forensic Science Center for defamation 
Barette’s suit takes issue with the HFSC divulging to various media outlets that it fired 
the plaintiff “for violating standard operating procedures when she used her own 
equipment, a personal alternative light source, in a crime scene investigation.” 
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What happens to bones from UT's famous 'Body Farm'? They're cleaned, boxed and 
studied 
It’s the Body Farm that’s famous. Begun in 1981 by renowned forensic anthropologist 
William Bass, the outdoor forensic lab’s study of how human bodies decompose 
revolutionized forensic science. It's been the subject of novels, documentaries and 
constant curiosity. 
 
Russell Bishop trial: 'Time capsule' forensic evidence may be 'leaky' and contaminated, 
court hears 
n 1986, the Old Bailey jury was told, a Pinto sweatshirt allegedly linking Russell Bishop 
to the sexually motivated killings of Karen Hadaway and Nicola Fellows was examined 
on the same table in the same room as the girls’ clothes. 
 
Inmate who pleaded guilty in Vaughn riot found dead 
He is the second inmate connected to the Vaughn riot to die unexpectedly this month. 
The other, Luis Cabrera, died Nov. 8. 
 
The long, hard process of identifying the dead in California's deadliest wildfire 
The roving teams of forensic anthropologists have come from across the region to find 
the dead. They wear boots and masks, and use gloved hands and trowels to carefully 
pick through the ash of the quick-moving inferno. Their task is complex, delicate and 
harrowing – find those who were unable to escape the flames, identify them and give 
closure to families desperately searching for reunification or at least certainty. 
 
Staffing issues leading to critical backlog at Mississippi Crime Lab 
The Mississippi Crime Lab is at a critical point. Homicides are at an all-time high – with 
374 homicides to date this year – while staffing at the crime lab is at a critically low 
point. 
 
Crime lab dedicates personnel exclusively to SAK testing 
The Department of Public Safety today (Nov. 2nd, 2018) released its annual report to 
the Legislature on the status of testing sexual assault kits (SAKs) from across the state 
of Alaska. The report shows significant progress in addressing the backlog of 
unsubmitted, untested SAKs and highlights ongoing, long-term work at the state 
Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory to test kits – including the creation of a Sexual 
Assault Team (SAT) to prioritize those cases and increase output. DPS also unveiled a 
new website, dps.alaska.gov/saks, where progress on testing can be tracked through 
quarterly updates. 
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Attorney general unveils new mobile crime lab 
The unit will allow agents to set up shop in outlying areas where underfunded police 
departments may not have access to the necessary technology to solve crimes related 
to child pornography. 
 
Fate of DA Tony Rackauckas’ DNA program on the line 
By convincing people suspected of low-level crimes to swab their mouths and turn their 
genetic history over to his office, Rackauckas built something unique in American 
jurisprudence — his own collection of DNA samples. 
 
Neil Gorsuch and Sonia Sotomayor Have Started Teaming Up to Protect Criminal 
Defendants 
On Monday, the unlikely duo teamed up to raise a red flag over Stuart’s case, criticizing 
their colleagues for declining to reverse Stuart’s conviction. In a sharp opinion joined 
only by Sotomayor, Gorsuch wrote that the Supreme Court should affirm the right of 
defendants like Stuart to cross-examine forensic analysts who produce the evidence 
used to convict them. He’s absolutely right. And it’s distressing that no other justice 
joined his full-throated defense of this basic constitutional right. 
 
Guilford County’s Proposed DNA Lab Losing Regional Support 
For well over a year, the Guilford County Sheriff’s Department and sheriff’s departments 
in neighboring counties have been working together to establish a new DNA crime lab 
with the capability to return quick results; however, Barnes said this week that other 
counties are pulling out of the arrangement after the recent election. 
 
Police solve 50-year-old murder of Harvard student using DNA, ancestry database 
Sumpter, 54, died of cancer in 2001, about a year after he finished serving time for a 
1975 rape, NBC News reported. Since his death, he has been linked by DNA evidence 
to four other sexual assaults -- two of which resulted in the deaths of the women. 
 
Sheriff: 74-Year-Old Suspect In 1973 Palo Alto Murder Could Be Serial Killer 
The company created a genetic profile and submitted the information to a genetic 
genealogy database, which produced results relating to the suspect’s family tree. 
 
Hundreds of Chicago murders may remain unsolved due to DNA processing delays 
Covering the last three years, there are more than 750 Chicago murder cases from the 
last three years halted at the state forensic lab which is currently analyzing DNA. The I-
Team uncovered these numbers after a mother of a murder victim emailed them about 
her son's case, wondering why the DNA evidence had not been processed. 
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Chicago sports teams donate $1 million to combat gun violence: 'We want to be 
invested in it' 
Together they donated $1 million to fund training for crime lab analysts, and this week 
they announced plans to donate another $1 million for more gun violence initiatives. 
 
Baltimore State's Attorney's Office raises questions in Suiter review 
“We’ve had discussions with other individuals and agencies who are still looking at other 
issues,” Fowler said. Of the IRB report, he said: “We want to give everybody time to 
digest and evaluate whether or not those findings are in fact appropriate truth.” 
 
Martin family's 1958 disappearance remains a mystery 
"The autopsy report says in describing the photographs that one of the photographs 
shows Virginia Martin with a hole in the head and that left a question there," Fisher said. 
 
Jonestown survivors lost only life they knew 
For years, Vilchez was ashamed of the part she played in an idealistic group that 
imploded so terribly. "Everyone participated in it and because of that, it went as far as it 
did," said Vilchez, an artist who worked 20 years in a private crime lab. This past year, 
she returned to long-overgrown Jonestown. She could only sense the site of the 
pavilion, the once-vibrant center of Jonestown life where so many died — including her 
two sisters and two nephews. 
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