
Bill aimed at tracking rape-kit evidence OK'd in Arkansas House with 95-0 vote 
Kermit B. Channell II, executive director of the state Crime Lab, said the bill is the next step in a process 
that began in 2015. The Legislature passed Act 1168 that year. It established a website -- 
crimelabsakt.arkansas.gov/SexualAssaultKitTracking -- that enables the tracking of sexual-assault 
evidence kits, which are also known as rape kits. 
 
State Patrol search for man suspected of firing shot that blinded 14-year-old in King County 
Analysis by the agency’s crime lab indicated a single firearm was used in both incidents, and troopers 
say it may have been used in additional shootings, according to the statement. Officials believe the 
suspect has ties to the community, such as having family, friends or work in the area. 
 
'It's been getting worse': Legal organizations request more funding 
It also includes requests for funding of crime lab staff and dedicated crime scene response team funding. 
 
Lawmakers pass bill making “external examinations” legal in Mississippi 
While critics of Senate Bill 2161 say it’s dangerous and could lead to more unsolved homicides, one 
supporter believes it will relieve the massive backlog of cases at the state crime lab by redefining the 
word “autopsy.” 
 
Senate bill makes sure rape kits are properly processed 
Mercifully, sex crimes in a very important way are among the most solvable because of the evidence 
that is often left behind by the assailant, particularly DNA for comparisons in a national database. So it is 
egregiously shameful and inexcusable that a state audit in 2017 found that 15,000 rape kits that contain 
evidence that often can be attached to the perpetrator were gathering dust on the back shelves of law 
enforcement agencies across North Carolina, having not been sent to the state crime lab as a routine 
part of the investigation. 
 
Arkansas panel backs government agency reorganization 
Hutchinson proposed the reorganization last year, saying it would improve efficiency and help save the 
state money. Hutchinson has said the plan wouldn't cost any state employees their jobs and would be 
done using existing resources. 
 
SC forensic lab employee warns lawmakers SLED reaching ‘breaking point’ in case backlog 
That employee, SLED DNA analyst Jennifer Clayton, emailed lawmakers Monday as the S.C. House began 
its debate on how to spend about $9 billion in state money. She urged them to give the agency enough 
money to hire additional analysts to combat a backlog of cases she said is forcing analysts to do rush 
jobs. 
 
Painful Splits Along the Way to Stopping Sexual Assault in and Around Austin 
In the quest to find justice for local rape survivors, advocate Ana Rodriguez DeFrates told the Austin City 
Council on Jan. 31 that the last few years have felt like "we're putting out fires one by one." Dozens of 
speakers that evening agreed with her as they urged the adoption of Council Member Alison Alter's 
resolution – which passed unanimously – to initiate a comprehensive third-party audit of how the Austin 
Police Department has handled the last seven years of sexual assault cases. 
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The Move Towards Portable Technologies in Forensic Science 
The Pittcon 2019 Conference will feature the 2nd Annual Forensic Science Symposium organized by the 
National Institute of Justice, and this article outlines some of the latest trends that will be covered there. 
 
New way of testing for cocaine discovered 
Researchers from the University of Dundee have developed a new chemical sensor for cocaine that may 
lead to potential new point of seizure tests for police officers, customs officers, prison officers and 
medical professionals who routinely test for controlled substances. 
 
STRmix Received Top Science Award 
Developed in New Zealand by two scientists at the New Zealand Institute of Environmental Science and 
Research (ESR), John Buckleton and Jo-Anne Bright, in conjunction with Duncan Taylor from Forensic 
Science South Australia, STRmix™ is now the most widely used DNA interpretation software in New 
Zealand, Australia, the UK, and North America. 
 
They’ve Helped Free Hundreds Of Innocent People And Capture Dozens Of Criminals 
In a talk titled “NAS—Strengthening Forensic Science: 10 Years Later,” Scheck and Neufeld, who hold 
honorary degrees from Northeastern’s School of Law, will discuss how the report established a blueprint 
for forensic science research and spurred science-based criminal justice reforms. 
 
Fingerprints are more than just patterns; they’re chemical identities 
In some older cases, DNA from archived fingerprints may be “the only chance” for biological evidence, 
Dawson Cruz says. She is among those working to extract more from fingerprints, tapping into the 
potential treasure trove of chemical information hidden within. 
 
Human remains found in woods nearly 50 years ago ID'd as missing Washington girl 
Daniel says Annie Lehman's case illustrates how far the field of forensic science has come. Annie's DNA 
was heavily degraded, making it difficult to obtain the data needed for finding matches. In addition, the 
initial DNA matches came from people outside the U.S. who were only distantly related. Those unique 
challenges make Annie Lehman's case "groundbreaking," he said. 
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