Illinois State Police crime lab looking for 26 forensic scientists to tackle DNA backlog
In November, Jason Knowles and the ABC7 I-Team uncovered the massive backlog of cases. There were more than 750 Chicago-area murder cases from waiting years with viable DNA samples that were awaiting analysis.

Detectives push for expedited GBI crime lab results in Walker County woman's death
Wilson tells Channel 3, he hopes lab results will be back in the next 10 days, explaining how Cole died. Until then detectives and their investigation are at a stand still.

How Can Texas Fix Its Marijuana Problem After Legalizing Hemp? Forensic Experts Have A Plan.
Forensic and crime lab experts are optimistic state and local officials will support a new proposal that would allow for a faster, cheaper way to test suspected marijuana under the state’s new definition of the drug.

Crime lab certified for DUI testing
Becky Parker-Hall, crime lab director, said this is a big deal for the city, county and surrounding communities that will be able to utilize the lab for testing. She said the team at the lab are extremely excited when the lab became certified at the beginning of July.

Citing hemp law, crime lab seeks $500K budget boost
The department presented some $500,000 in requests for new equipment, employees, training and accreditation that’s needed to test whether cannabis collected from an offender qualifies as industrial hemp, which is now legal in the state.

Murder investigation continues
The sheriff said some of the evidence that was collected and sent to the crime lab in Arlington has been returned, while they are still waiting for results of evidence sent to crime labs in Dallas and Austin.

Authorities Allege Suspect Used Brick In Murder
A forensic exam by the Montana State Crime Lab in Missoula determined that Kellenberger was assaulted, suffering a severe head injury.

Agencies dial in on Little Rock crime
Capt. Ken Temple, who leads the Little Rock Police Department's special investigations division, said his department intends to create a Regional Gun Crimes Intelligence Center, where police could test ballistics in-house to more quickly solve violent crimes.

DOJ Grant Will Fund New Gang Deterrent Program For Southwest Georgia’s Youth
Earlier this week, the Bibb County Sheriff’s Office (Macon, Georgia) made public their PSN grant award for the same time period in the amount of $44,640 to pay for a board-certified National Integrated Ballistics Information Network (NIBIN) firearms examiner, training for the gang unit, ammunition, and general supplies for the in-house NIBIN system.


Stumped by New CBD Law, Texas Police May Get Help From Switzerland
It's a roadside drug test, developed in Zurich, Switzerland and already adopted by some police departments in Florida, that help differentiate between pot and CBD.

HBO spotlights North Country boy’s bungled murder probe in ‘Who Killed Garrett Phillips?
Rain campaigned for DA on the promise that she would bring justice for the young boy. But then she withheld evidence during trial and was later suspended from practicing law.

Officials: Getting high on wasp spray can kill you
For a meth addict who can’t afford the real thing, wasp spray is seen as a cheap fix. But the chemicals in it are made to change blood chemistry, which can bring all sorts of adverse reactions including the risk of lasting brain damage.

The Questionable Conviction, and Re-Conviction, of Ricky Joyner
An Indiana State Police crime lab technician compared the trash bag around Hernandez’s head with one found in a search of Joyner’s apartment and concluded the bags had been connected. A prosecutor would later call the garbage-bag evidence “extremely strong, almost to the point of being irrefutable.”

Video, physical evidence being examined to solve Cafe G fire
Evidence collected at the scene is being sent to a lab out of state because the Wyoming State Crime lab doesn’t have the capability to do the tests.

‘It’s essentially junk:’ $7.5M bite mark settlement underscores national call for better forensic evidence
For decades, television shows have conditioned people to believe that people can pinpoint a criminal suspect with a shoe print, tire mark, or a single strand of hair, and they can do it with absolute certainty. However, the advent of DNA technology has proven that other forensic disciplines, once thought to be bulletproof, are susceptible. Those errors have put hundreds, if not thousands, of innocent people in prison.

A new solution to countering bad science in forensics
According to the US Innocence Project, unvalidated or improper forensic science has been a factor in nearly half of wrongful convictions in the US that have been overturned by DNA evidence. In Australia, this proportion is an estimated 31 per cent.

Purdue Makes the Case for Forensic Entomology
“Nobody has ever done this before,” Stamper said in a press release from ag.purdue.edu. “There have been other classes taught in forensic entomology, but they’ve never had a formalized program that is entirely focused on it.”

Genealogy Sites Have Helped Identify Suspects. Now They’ve Helped Convict One.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It has been used to identify more than 40 murder and rape suspects in cases as much as a half-century old. It has led to guilty pleas and confessions, including in one case where another man was convicted of the crime.

