
New GBI crime lab opens Monday in Pooler 

The existing lab in Savannah is more than 30 years old. The new lab in Pooler will have new equipment 

and will allow the GBI to double their staff size. It will also help streamline their processes and get 

evidence back to local agencies in the coastal region in a timely manner. 

 

OH crime labs can't tell the difference between hemp and marijuana, creating legal backlog 

In a courtroom in Lorain County, an Ohio State Highway Patrol officer shows how the state is struggling 

to enforce its own laws just before Senate Bill 57, which legalized hemp, was signed into law. 

 

Inside the crime lab: Scientists want team dedicated to cold cases 

“Every week they’re resubmitting something,” Lupino said. “It would be nice if we had a cold case team 

that could just focus on those cold cases.” 

 

How Detroit Became National Model on Rape Kits 

A decade ago, 11,341 sexual assault kits from reported rape cases over the years were found in a 

decrepit Detroit warehouse. By now, thousands of women have been notified that their kits finally were 

tested, which has led to hundreds of investigations and the identification of 824 suspected serial rapists. 

 

Decatur burglar, cut by a child defending his home 2 years ago, is now arrested for the crime, police say 

Police said a Decatur burglar who got more than he bargained for two years ago when he encountered a 

child armed with a knife has now been arrested, linked to the burglary by his own spilled blood. 

 

Official: Ohio database of driver photos hasn't been misused 

Even so, Republican Attorney General Dave Yost says he's ordering training requirements for Ohio 

officers who use the facial-recognition system. He's also requiring that requests for such searches be 

handled by the state crime lab until those requirements are met. 

 

State Attorney’s Office to stop prosecuting misdemeanor marijuana cases 

The decision was announced Thursday in a memo sent to law enforcement agencies. Smelling or 

observing suspected cannabis will no longer be sufficient to establish probable cause of actually being 

cannabis, according to the memo. 

 

Fentanyl as Ohio's lethal-injection drug? Wait til you hear what opioid crisis watchers say 

An opioid researcher and addiction specialist, Dr. Marc Fishman, who is an assistant professor in the 

psychiatry department at Johns Hopkins University, was appalled at the notion of using the drug as 

some kind of ultimate punishment. 

 

Nebraska prosecutors say new hemp law complicates prosecution of marijuana possession 

That’s forced some prosecutors to believe that now they must prove, through testing and court 

testimony, that marijuana seized by law enforcement is above that THC limit, and is illegal marijuana 

and not legal hemp. 
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10 years in, Detroit rape kit crisis vanquished 

Though Travis went to the hospital and spent hours getting her assailant's DNA collected from her body, 

help didn't come for seven years because her sexual assault kit was abandoned in a Detroit police facility 

among 11,341 other rape kits. The kits were discovered in the decrepit warehouse in 2009. 

 

Cold Cases From 1990s Solved As Serial Rapist Arrested 

A 61-year-old former Bridgewater man who fled the state 16 years ago was arrested recently in Seal 

Cove, Maine, and is being transported back to Massachusetts. The defendant will be arraigned in 

Taunton District Court tomorrow morning on new charges connected to two previously unsolved Bristol 

County rapes which occurred in the late 1990s, Bristol County District Attorney Thomas M. Quinn III 

announced. 

 

Arrest Made In Cold Case Robbery 

A latent fingerprint lifted from the stolen car connected Cook to the crime, says Capt. Randy Fewless. 

The fingerprint was submitted to the state crime lab just after the robbery in 2012; Fewless didn’t know 

why it’s taken so long for a positive match to show up. 

 

RCMP opening new forensic lab amid backlog concerns 

Courtrooms across the country have been more seized with delays since the Supreme Court of Canada's 

landmark Jordan decision in 2016 that set limits on the amount of time defendants should be expected 

to wait between getting charged and a trial. Since then, hundreds of criminal cases have been tossed 

due to unreasonable delays. 

 

If Approved, New Texas Test Will Determine Marijuana Is Illegal With 1% THC Levels 

Lynn Garcia is director and general counsel for the Texas Forensics Science Commission. She said before 

the new law, marijuana arrest reports only had to prove a cannabinoid was present in any form. Now, 

they have to show a substance has a THC concentration above 0.3%, the legal limit for hemp. 

 

SNA International Named One of the Fastest Growing Companies in the Nation 

Dr. Amanda Sozer, President of SNA, said, "Our staggering growth rate is a testament to the incredible 

work of SNA team members. It is through their hard work and dedication that allows us to continue to 

grow as a company. Clients respect our thought leadership and want to work with us because of our 

high-quality service and the value we bring to their organizations."   

 

A New Solution to Countering Bad Science in Forensics 

Led by a University of Sydney law and psychology expert, an international group of researchers are 

calling for forensic science to become more open in the interests of justice.  

A study of 30 forensic science journals unearthed the fact that their research findings could be flawed, 

due to opaque methodologies. These findings are often relied on by prosecutors, meaning they could 

lead to distorted criminal verdicts. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/wayne-county/2019/08/13/detroit-touts-success-rape-kits-crisis/3770362002/
https://wbsm.com/cold-cases-from-1990s-solved-as-serial-rapist-arrested/
https://www.traverseticker.com/news/arrest-made-in-cold-case-robbery/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/rcmp-forensic-lab-backlog-1.5239994
https://www.keranews.org/post/if-approved-new-texas-test-will-determine-marijuana-illegal-1-thc-levels
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/sna-international-named-one-fastest-140000625.html
https://www.labmanager.com/news/2019/08/a-new-solution-to-countering-bad-science-in-forensics


Root Cause Analysis for Microscopic Hair Comparison Analysis Completed 

The MHCA review was intended to determine if FBI Laboratory examiner testimony and reports properly 

reflected the limitations of the underlying science by current standards. After reviewing a number of 

transcripts, the FBI determined that at least 90 percent contained errors. In response, the FBI made a 

public commitment in April 2015 to conduct an independent investigation of the factors that 

contributed to the development and perpetration of the testimonial errors identified in 2012. In July 

2017, the FBI engaged the ABS Group, a nationally recognized risk assessment organization, to conduct 

an independent root cause analysis of these issues. 

 

PCR inventor Kary Mullis dies aged 74 

Since winning the Nobel, Mullis has also become well-known for his eccentric views. He has publicly 

disagreed with the scientific consensus on the causes of climate change and ozone depletion, and said 

that he believes that the connection between HIV and Aids is a conspiracy. He has been open about 

taking the hallucinogenic drug LSD during the 1960s and 70s, which he credits for helping him to develop 

PCR and claimed in a 1994 interview was ‘much more important than any courses I ever took’. 

 

Life after death? Some genes turn on after we die, and we don’t know why 

The other big potential application of their studies, say Guigó and Noble, is in forensic science. The 

researchers found that different genes activate at different time intervals after death—one might 

regularly kick in six hours post-mortem, whereas another might fire up 24 hours later. Forensic scientists 

might be able to apply this information to make more accurate estimates of time of death. 
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