
TBI: Meth tops marijuana in statewide crime lab submissions 

For the first time in a decade the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation said its crime lab is testing more 

methamphetamine samples than marijuana. 

 

Changes demanded after crime lab didn't detect deadly poison 

It's a case that gained national attention. A South Carolina woman sentenced to prison for killing her 

husband with eye drops. Now, officials say Lana Clayton would have likely gotten away with the crime 

had it not been for toxicology tests being ran through a private lab. 

 

OPD detective says evidence room, crime lab critical to solving cold cases 

The process to get to that point regardless of the case involves an evidence room. At Omaha Police 

Headquarters, that room is a large scale storage facility big enough to fit more than 300,000 items. All of 

it lined up on rows and rows of mobile shelving units. 

 

Lab director: Gun used in Pawtucket killing probably wasn’t made on 3D printer 

The Pawtucket police statement said the pistol had a polymer frame — usually described as the handle 

and the trigger guard of the handgun that the barrel and mechanical components rest on. Speaking 

generally, Hilliard said, polymer handles are common on handguns, including the popular Glock. 

 

Wisconsin awaits multiple laws to change the way sexual assault kits are processed 

Wisconsin lawmakers are trying to pass state laws to get sexual assault evidence tested faster. The state 

made it a priority to get hundreds of rape kits tested last year after they sat in crime labs for decades. 

 

Attorneys Accuse Michigan State Police of Conflict of Interest Over Breathalyzer Probe 

The agency says it has halted the use of 203 breathalyzer machines, and it’s accusing the contractor 

involved of possible fraud. MSP has opened its own criminal investigation into Intoximeters Inc., which 

calibrates the state’s DataMaster breathalyzer machines. It cited “performance-related issues” that 

might point to wider issues with the way the devices were serviced. 

 

Pasco cold case murderer faces Franklin County judge for the first time 

During the autopsy, a sexual assault kit was sent to the Washington State Patrol Crime Laboratory for 

DNA analysis. On July 10th, 2006, WSP Crime Lab was able to extract that DNA from the original swab 

taken from McDonald. The DNA profiled matched to another DNA profile, from a 1999 Spokane sexual 

assault case. 

 

Claiming innocence, inmate seeks DNA testing in 1976 slaying 

The Midwest Innocence Project and the wrongful conviction unit of the state public defender’s office 

filed the petition on Hicks’ behalf this week. Iowa is one of 13 states that has never had an inmate 

exonerated by DNA, but tests on previously unexamined crime scene evidence are being sought or are 

underway in several cases dating back decades. 

 

Emerging field of ‘forensic genealogy’ links DNA testing and family histories to solve cold cases 

But while the rapidly emerging field of “forensic genealogy” is solving long-cold cases, it’s also raising 

thorny ethical questions about privacy. We all leave traces of ourselves wherever we go. 
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‘Significant’ discovery made in shooting death of Washington Parish man 

The dive team from the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office searched the bottom of the lake near where 

the body was discovered. The team was able to recover a key piece of evidence which is now being 

processed by a federal law enforcement crime lab. 

 

Despite ‘Unsupportable’ Bloodstain Analysis, No Relief for Man Convicted of Murder 

As Mr. Bryan aged behind bars — he is now 79 and suffers from congestive heart failure — the case 

attracted intense scrutiny. Key evidence has been questioned, and one man who delivered expert 

testimony on the blood splatter in the room where Ms. Bryan was killed — a pivotal moment in Mr. 

Bryan’s 1986 trial — has conceded that some of his conclusions at the time were wrong. 

 

In nearly 4-decade-old rape case, Baton Rouge man indicted 

Dunn was arrested in September following the victim's request that DNA evidence from the Aug. 11, 

1981, crime be re-examined with updated technology. 

 

Phones used by NAS Pensacola shooter still protected by Apple 

Investigators have been trying to access an iPhone 7 and an iPhone 5 they say belonged to the NAS 

Pensacola shooter, but have been unable to access them because the phones are locked and encrypted, 

according to a letter from the FBI’s general counsel, Dana Boente. The FBI has received a court 

authorization to search the phones and the devices have been sent to the bureau’s lab in Quantico, 

Virginia, he said. 

 

Houston sexual assault victims appeal to U.S. Supreme Court on city’s failure to test rape kits 

“The lower courts have put the burden on these lower-income minority victims to know that [Houston 

police] took the DNA evidence from thousands of rape victims and did nothing with them,” said civil 

rights lawyer Randall L. Kallinen. “This is too high a burden and affects too many rape victims to stand.” 

 

DOJ Awards $145 Million To Advance Forensic Science 

The Justice Department’s Office of Justice Programs Thursday awarded grants totaling more than $145 

million to fund crime laboratories, decrease DNA backlogs, support basic and applied forensic research, 

and help law enforcement identify missing persons. 
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