Yakima County commissioners approve $2.8 million request to fund crime center
The next step will be to establish a contract between the county and the Yakima Valley Conference of Governments, which will oversee the center, on how the money will be spent, as well as appoint the executive board, which would include Udell and Valley police chiefs.

D.C. Council Hears Testimony On Proposed Crime Lab Restructuring
The D.C. Council heard testimony Thursday on a proposed bill that would overhaul the city’s crime lab. Ward 6 Councilmember Charles Allen, who chairs the committee that oversees the lab and who introduced the legislation along with several other councilmembers, stressed during the hearing that he feels strongly about wrapping up edits to the bill this summer and passing it through the Council this fall.

Crime lab backlogs soared after Baltimore prosecutors pushed to test every gun
But crime lab management objected to the move, and in 2020 the lab produced a report that found the policy was, by most metrics, a failure. The remarkably frank report argues that the policy did little to benefit gun prosecutions but contributed to ballooning backlogs in homicide and sex offense cases.

BCA fields new mobile crime lab to speed up shooting investigations
“This resource will make a significant impact in the short term to help provide leads to investigators who are working diligently and sometimes through the night to solve the numerous gun crimes that have been plaguing our area,” William McCrary, ATF St. Paul field division special agent in charge, said.

Sheriff's Crime Lab certified for top standards in the lab
This certification is from the Organization of Scientific Area Committees. OSAC is a collaborative body of more than 500 forensic science practitioners, industry scholars, lawyers and other experts who represent local, state and federal agencies. They develop, publish and promote rigorous standards to strengthen the practice of forensic science.

County, Sheriff’s Department discuss the potential of a crime lab in North Mississippi
During the Lafayette County Board of Supervisors’ budget audit sessions, Lafayette County Sheriff discussed potentially establishing a crime lab in North Mississippi to combat the massive backlog of autopsies.

Gov. Greg Abbott to tour DPS crime lab in Jersey Village Thursday and talk fentanyl crisis in Texas
Abbott will be joined by several other leaders, including DPS Director Steve McCraw, Texas Public Safety Commission Chairman Steven Mach, Senator Joan Huffman, Senator Paul Bettencourt and more.

New Wake County DNA lab inching closer to completion
“There is no stopping it now. It is very exciting that it has gone from what was our dream a number of years ago to now becoming a reality,” said Sam Pennica as he stood next to Chris Stark.

Albuquerque PD gets new delivery of LDV mobile crime labs
The Albuquerque Police Department is now better equipped to fight crime on the go. Earlier this month, the department received two new mobile crime lab vehicles from LDV, a manufacturer of custom specialty vehicles.
New Missouri crime lab to serve state departments
A new crime lab in the state’s capital city will serve multiple departments, and people around Missouri. Governor Mike Parson along with the directors of the department of agriculture, conservation, natural resources, the health department, and the Missouri State Highway Patrol celebrated the approval of the money for the facility.

Judge: DC crime lab’s conduct ‘shameful,’ but murder case that exposed errors can continue
“The conduct and the activity of the Department of Forensic Science is nothing short of shameful,” D.C. Superior Court Judge Milton Lee said Friday afternoon, ruling against a motion to dismiss the first-degree murder indictments against Rondell McLeod and Joseph Brown. Both men were charged with first-degree murder in two 2015 shooting deaths. The errors in their cases exposed serious forensics errors and missteps by the D.C. crime lab.

‘This is the best lab on the planet’: Mayor unveils first-ever DNA gun crime lab
“Call me Doctor Adams,” the mayor joked as he suited up in latex gloves and a gown in preparation to tour the state-of-the-art facility inside the Chief Medical Examiner’s office at 421 East 26th Street. The inquisitive mayor excitedly observed scientists at work on June 30 looming over test tubes and other equipment. Guided by Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Jason Graham, Adams was shown the full scope of the controlled workshop.

Crime lab error led to incorrect blood alcohol levels in hundreds of DUII cases
Hundreds of Oregon DUII cases were given incorrect blood alcohol levels, according to a discovery by the state crime lab, which said the levels were off by fractions of a percent due to incorrectly calibrated equipment.

Kern crime lab takes step forward in using science to detect drugs in suspected DUI drivers
But folks at the Kern Regional Crime Lab believe the Liquid Chromatograph Triple Quadrupole Mass Spectrometer could be a game changer in the office's ongoing effort to provide evidence against suspected DUI drivers — and ultimately take more impaired drivers off Kern County's roads.

Family has closure after 42-year homicide case is closed
Madger said he returned from work that day to find his 25-year-old wife, Nadine, dead on their dining room floor with more than 40 stab wounds.

Governor DeWine Announces Grants to Prevent Gang Violence, Improve Law Enforcement Staffing Levels
The grants are part of the fourth round of Governor DeWine’s Ohio Violent Crime Reduction Grant Program. To date, the Governor has awarded $19.5 million to 69 Ohio law enforcement agencies to aid in their work to hold accountable the small number of criminals responsible for most violent crime in the state. A total of $58 million will be awarded as part of the grant program overall.





Multiple cold cases solved with assist from Attorney General’s DNA forensic genetic genealogy program
Ferguson’s forensic genetic genealogy program has assisted with 23 cold case investigations to date. Three cases have been solved with the assistance of this program, and the leads generated by the program may result in future arrests and convictions in the other 20 cases. The program is part of the Attorney General’s Sexual Assault Kit Initiative.

What happened to Stephanie Hebert? Cold case solved 44 years after 5-year-old abducted, killed
For 44 years, relatives, friends and strangers alike have wondered who abducted 5-year-old Stephanie Hebert from her Waggaman neighborhood in the summer of 1978, sexually abused her and left her body to rot, bound to a willow tree in a remote, wooded area 20 miles from her home.

California tech CEO charged in 1992 cold case murder after his DNA was discovered
John Kevin Woodward, a 58-year-old president and CEO of Readytech, was charged with the murder of Laurie Houts, a 25-year-old computer engineer who was found strangled in her car in Mountain View, according to a news release.

Detroit to pay $7.5 million to man who claims cops switched bullets in 1992 murder case
In 2016, the Innocence Clinic at University of Michigan law school asked a judge to reopen the case. Photos of two bullets taken from the victim, Gerry Bennett, did not resemble the bullets that were examined by a defense expert before trial decades earlier.

Massachusetts officials warn that animal sedation drug found in state’s street drug supply
Massachusetts Drug Supply Data Stream at Brandeis University noted a significant percentage of opioid samples testing positive for the presence of Xylazine, especially in Western Massachusetts. MADDS found the drug in both powder and counterfeit pain pills. The Massachusetts State Police Crime Lab finds Xylazine frequently used as a cutting agent.

Montana State Crime Lab recognized for fast case turnarounds
In the crime lab’s annual report, the crime lab administrator, Travis Spinder, said the Montana Department of Justice’s Forensic Science Division “underwent a major change in 2021 with the departure of our division administrator, Scott Larson. Spinder was hired as Larson’s replacement in October. Despite the shake up, in almost all areas the department’s analysis turnaround times either dropped or stayed the same in 2021.

Hampikian’s forensic work assists in exoneration of innocent man
In their study, Dror and Hampikian took the DNA data from Robinson’s trial and gave it to 17 new analysts. Only one of the 17 agreed with the expert who testified at Robinson’s trial. Hampikian said, “The problem is that labs don’t know when to say, this is really inconclusive. Itiel has shown that scientific and medical experts often force a conclusion, where science really has none.”

‘Pivotal question’ in debate about overhauling DC crime lab
More than a year after the D.C. Department of Forensic Sciences lost its accreditation, shutting down its ability to conduct forensic casework on evidence collected from crime scenes across the city, the D.C. Council is debating legislation to overhaul the lab, including the qualifications of agency leadership.

Improving the Mental Health and Well-Being of Forensic Examiners
Law enforcement takes a toll on officers’ mental health. When you spend a few decades of your life handling one crisis after another, it’s no surprise that the cumulative impact can be damaging to one’s state of mind. However, there’s a subset of law enforcement officers – the investigators and forensic examiners who dive deep into evidence – for whom mental well-being can be even harder to maintain.

Minnesota Rolls Out New Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System
Sexual assault victim survivors in Minnesota now have better access to information about their case, thanks to a new sexual assault kit tracking program. The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension completed the deployment of the Track-Kit system this week. Track-Kit provides victim survivors with 24/7, online access to information about the status of their sexual assault kit.

Team Captures an Elusive Shadow: State-by-state Gun Ownership
Policy-makers are faced with an exceptional challenge: how to reduce harm caused by firearms while maintaining citizens’ right to bear arms and protect themselves. This is especially true as the Supreme Court has hobbled New York State regulations restricting who can carry a concealed weapon.

ATF Opens Crime Gun Intelligence Center at Wichita State
The Center of Excellence will be a model for the use of crime gun intelligence (CGI) in supporting law enforcement agencies throughout the United States. It will serve as a home for the National Crime Gun Intelligence Governing Board.


