
DC leaders have mixed outlook after crime lab loses accreditation 

After learning the Department of Forensic Sciences had its accreditation completely withdrawn on 

Sunday, D.C. Council Chair Phil Mendelson said of the lab director, “I would say I don’t have confidence.” 

 

Hamilton County Debuts New Coroner's Office And Crime Lab 

Hamilton County's new state-of-the-art Coroner's Office and Crime Lab is up and running. The 87,000-

square-foot facility in Blue Ash replaces the outdated and cramped facility on Eden Ave. next to the UC 

Medical Center. 

 

Philly has a new mobile unit to help combat surge in gun violence 

Authorities say the $250,000 vehicle, paired with a trailer dedicated to test-firing crime guns, will help 

reduce the amount of time it takes for experts to process ballistics evidence — evidence that could 

prove critical to clearing one or more open shooting cases. 

 

Ribbon cut on Hamilton County's new state-of-the-art crime lab 

The 87,000 square-foot site in Blue Ash includes a bigger morgue along with massive labs for 

investigating and testing, plus breakout rooms for evidence examination. 

 

Probe of DC crime lab could ‘blow up’ criminal justice system 

Prosecutors say they are prepared to reexamine hundreds of open cases and convictions, if necessary, 

following a series of probes into the District’s crime lab, including an ongoing criminal investigation that 

centers on allegations that senior leaders concealed conflicting findings and pressured examiners to 

change results in a firearms case. 

 

WTOP Investigation D.C. Crime Lab Accreditation Suspension 

A D.C. crime lab recently lost its accreditation through alleged acts of concealment, according to a 

suspension letter obtained by WTOP Radio. The story, which began when federal prosecutors opened an 

audit into the handling of ballistics evidence recently culminated with the temporary revocation of the 

lab’s accreditation. 

 

Bogus cocaine charge led to exoneration and now, a lawsuit against Buffalo 

Morgan T. Eaton had obtained body camera video showing Buffalo Officers Andrew T. Moffett and John 

M. Davidson guessing during a traffic stop about what the powder could be. But even though it came up 

negative for cocaine, and Eaton insisted he did not sell drugs, the police charged him with criminal 

possession of a controlled substance, a felony that could have led to at least a year in prison. 

 

Former North Carolina police chief indicted on 88 felony counts 

Spivey, 35, was arrested last month and charged with stealing drugs, cash and firearms from the 

evidence locker. He was jailed with bond set at $665,000. He had been placed on paid administrative 

leave on March 5 after David recommended that the town suspend him because of issues with the 

police department’s evidence locker. 
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Who killed Riley Fox? How FBI's hunt for 3-year-old girl's killer revealed major mistakes 

Warren and her team brought new energy to an investigation that had essentially stalled. The agent had 

been eager to work the case for a while, she said, and she was determined to bring Riley's killer to 

justice. 

 

Fingerprint, DNA led officials to suspect in 1983 slaying of UNO student 

Doty said he thought that items that had been collected in 1983 as evidence — a bra, underwear, a 

blouse, notebooks, shoes, prescription glasses, a beer can, two pens, computer printouts, a pair of pants 

and a work glove — could now be tested again using advanced technology. Doty sent 11 items to the 

Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation laboratory. 

 

DA: Former Chadbourn police chief accused of selling guns stolen from evidence locker 

Former Chadbourn police chief Anthony Spivey is accused of stealing numerous guns from the 

department’s evidence locker and then selling them, according to the District Attorney’s Office. 

 

Proposal For Earlier Collection Of DNA Advances 

Currently, Nebraska law requires people to have DNA samples taken if they are convicted of felony 

offenses. Under a bill sponsored by Sen. Robert Hilkemann, that would be changed to include when they 

were charged with violent crimes or burglary with intent to commit a felony. Hilkemann said such laws 

have led to arrests of murderers in other states, and can prevent others from being wrongfully 

convicted. 

 

The Politics Hour: May 7, 2021 

Then, D.C. Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D-At Large) weighs in on the D.C. crime lab losing its 

accreditation. Plus, he gives us the latest on the District’s Comprehensive Plan and tells us what he 

expects from Metropolitan Police Department Chief Robert Contee, who was unanimously confirmed by 

the D.C. Council this week. 

 

Stapley: Chandra Levy, Scott Peterson — Modesto grief stories — still sell books 

Looks like the self-anointed “most controversial forensic pathologist” in the country is once again relying 

on Modesto’s long-ago grief to sell another book. 

 

Director of MSP's Grayling Laboratory retires after 35 year career 

Grayling Laboratory Director Connie Swander, 74, started with MSP analyzing biological fluids like blood 

and saliva. 

 

104th Air Guard members go ‘down on the farm’ for forensic search-and-rescue training 

“It takes a great deal of planning and work to set up a course such as this and (our assistant director) 

Mary Davis’ creativity and MacGyver-like skills really made the course especially relevant to the 104th 

Fighter Wing.” Steadman says it’s the mission of the center “to deliver training to our students as well as 

to professionals around the world, conduct research that helps answer question relevant to forensic 

science and advance the field, and provide outreach to convey to the public what we do and the 

importance of the work to the criminal justice system and beyond.” 
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Forensic DNA preservation method best for gut microbiome samples: Microba Life Sciences 

Microba Life Sciences, leaders in precision gut microbiome science, have demonstrated the superiority 

of their faecal sample preservation method against others, with a robust, peer-reviewed study published 

in ISME Communications. 

 

Fredericksburg hosting annual gun give-back event Saturday 

The voluntary program allows gun owners to dispose of unwanted weapons with the police department, 

no questions asked. All firearms turned over to the police will be destroyed or donated to the Virginia 

Department of Forensic Science to assist with research. No ammunition will be accepted. 

 

JonBenet Ramsey Murder Case Alleged DNA Sample May Break Investigation Back Open 

25 years after the murder of JonBenét Ramsey, there may be more answers that give insight into who 

was behind the beauty queen's killing. According to Radar, there is a new potential suspect that has 

been identified in the high-profile case as investigators continue to bring answers to her family. Roscoe 

J. Clark, the founder of the online group JonBenét investigations and co-investigator, Derek Brommerich, 

gathered a DNA sample from a discarded cigarette after they've kept an close eye on the individual they 

think may be responsible. 

 

Interventions implemented to reduce GBV-related DNA cases at laboratories 

President Cyril Ramaphosa says the government has set in motion interventions to reduce the number 

of DNA cases at forensic laboratories, as part of efforts aimed at reducing the gender-based violence 

cases backlog. 

 

Boxer Felix Verdejo charged after body of missing woman found 

The FBI arrested Verdejo, whose full name is Felix Verdejo-Sanchez, on Sunday and charged him with 

kidnapping resulting in death, carjacking resulting in death and intentionally killing an unborn child -- 

known as the "Unborn Victims of Violence Act of 2004." 

 

WANTED PHOTO: DNA leads to the identity of a suspect on the run, in a burglary of a home 

HOUSTON (CW39) Deputies credit a DNA match, with identifying a suspect, wanted in the burglary of a 

home. Back in December of 2019, deputies with Harris County Precinct 4, responded to a burglary at a 

home, in the 14100 block of Cypress in North Houston. While on scene, deputies collected a DNA sample 

from the burglarized residence. The evidence was sent to the Harris County Institute of Forensic Science 

for testing. 
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eDNAir: proof of concept that animal DNA can be collected from air sampling 

Environmental DNA (eDNA) is one of the fastest developing tools for species biomonitoring and 

ecological research. However, despite substantial interest from research, commercial and regulatory 

sectors, it has remained primarily a tool for aquatic systems with a small amount of work in substances 

such as soil, snow and rain. Here we demonstrate that eDNA can be collected from air and used to 

identify mammals. Our proof of concept successfully demonstrated that eDNA sampled from air 

contained mixed templates which reflect the species known to be present within a confined space and 

that this material can be accessed using existing sampling methods. We anticipate this demonstration 

will initiate a much larger research programme in terrestrial airDNA sampling and that this may rapidly 

advance biomonitoring approaches. Lastly, we outline these and potential related applications we 

expect to benefit from this development. 
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