
Bowser launches review of troubled D.C. crime lab, will outsource work during assessment 

The D.C. Department of Forensic Sciences (DFS), a once vaunted crime lab now mired in management 

woes, will cease its work on criminal investigations while a consultant conducts “a complete assessment 

of the agency,” with police and federal and private labs taking over the DFS’s job of analyzing crime 

scenes and evidence, the city said Friday. 

 

At D.C.’s troubled crime lab, job status of director remains unclear 

A week after D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser’s administration announced the resignation of Jenifer Smith 

as head of the city’s Department of Forensic Sciences (DFS) and said her final workday would be May 26, 

Bowser on Thursday declined to say whether Smith has left the job or remains in charge of the troubled 

crime lab. 

 

Johnson County crime lab report reignites questions about investigation into fatal Albers shooting 

A recently released crime lab report on the fatal police shooting of a troubled Overland Park teenager in 

2018 has prompted new questions about whether the officer may have been cleared of wrongdoing 

prematurely. 

 

‘Not a good shoot’: Experts criticize Overland Park police shooting of John Albers 

The report, released last month by the City of Overland Park and billed as a “complete and thorough 

investigation,” included hundreds of pages of police reports, video interviews with officers at the scene 

and photos. But it was missing key information called for in the task force’s policy, such as a supervisor’s 

initial notes from the shooting officer and a scene reconstruction. Crime lab records, including a 

shooting reconstruction that detailed the bullet trajectories, were also not included. 

 

Tyler police converting AT&T building into crime lab 

When the AT&T building next door to the current crime lab became available, the Tyler City Council was 

quick to approve the purchase. Following the renovations, the space will be a full- functioning crime lab 

and vehicle investigation building 

 

Crime lab report shows path of bullets in John Albers shooting 

A crime lab report from the Johnson County Sheriff's Office describes the path of bullets that an 

Overland Park police officer fired at John Albers. The report was obtained by Albers' mother, Sheila 

Albers, through a public records request. 

 

'Touch DNA' found on clothing helps police find gropers after breakthrough Utah case 

That means victims of crimes such as groping — which often leave few clues leading to perpetrators — 

have a better chance of finding justice, according to a nursing professor at Brigham Young University on 

the forefront of making the new investigative tool a standard practice in Utah and throughout the 

country. 

 

13 Unsolved: Evidence in Kenneth Ray Glover's murder case getting re-tested after 34 years 

For 34 years, the 1987 murder case of Kenneth Ray Glover has gone unsolved, but now Texas DPS is 

sharing exclusive details and crime scene photos with Eyewitness News. 
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Houston Forensic Science Center appoints new crime scene unit director following claims of toxic work environment 

Four months after a blistering letter detailing allegations of mismanagement that launched an 

investigation into the Houston Forensic Science Center’s crime scene unit, the department has a new 

leader. 

 

US Dept of Defense joins NFSU in search of 400 personnel missing since WW II 

The Department of Defense of the USA has intensified efforts to find and recover the remains of its over 

400 personnel who had gone missing in India during World War II by joining hands with Gandhinagar- 

based National Forensic Sciences University (NFSU). 

 

SAPS, HEALTH DEPT WERE WARNED ABOUT FORENSICS BACKLOG AS FAR BACK AS 2011 - PSC 

he Public Service Commission (PSC) said that it had been warning the SAPS and the Department of 

Health about backlogs in its forensic science laboratories as far back as 2011. 

 

Sexual assault kits left behind by Cooper in backlog now tested 

More than half of the untested sexual assault kits recently accounted for in law enforcement evidence 

lockers across North Carolina have now been tested or are awaiting testing at labs, Attorney General 

Josh Stein said on Tuesday. 

 

Florida death row inmate to get DNA tests in 1975 killings 

Monique H. Worrell, who was elected state attorney for the Orlando area in November, has agreed to 

allow testing that Tommy Zeigler and his many supporters believe will show he is innocent of gunning 

down the four on Christmas Eve. Previous prosecutors have contended Zeigler staged the massacre as a 

robbery to collect his wife’s life insurance policy. 

 

DA: Berks County Man Sexually Abused 12-Year-Old Girl In Reading Home 

Elder Jacobo-Portal, 20, faces a slew of charges following an investigation that began on Jan. 26 after 

Reading police notified the Berks County Detective’s office about the rape and sexual assault of a 12-

year-old girl, according to the Berks County District Attorney's office. 

 

Looking back on mayor's stance on illegal guns, violence 

This week, one illegal handgun was seized from the Woodman Park home she shares with her husband 

and daughter. The Monroe County Crime Lab is examining whether a semi-automatic rifle found in her 

home is illegal, too. 
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