
Remodeled Crime Lab Dedicated in honor of Detective Bill Sillivan 

The crime lab used by both the Texarkana, Arkansas and Texarkana, Texas Police Departments has been 

remodeled and dedicated in honor of retired TAPD Detective Bill Sillivan. 

 

Morning Report: Crime Lab Didn't Upload Certain DNA Profiles From Rape Kits to Federal Database 

Crime lab analysts were instructed not to upload DNA from historical rape kits if the report in the kit did 

not specify the victims had also had a consensual partner within days of the assault. That included times 

when analysts could look in the lab’s internal records to see that a consensual partner swab had been 

collected and was available to test. 

 

Douglas County Crime Lab validates field test to differentiate hemp and marijuana 

She said the tests work. Using chemicals in pre measured beakers, the test shows purple for hemp, or 

blue for marijuana. 

 

Houston Police Unveil New Crime Lab After Rape Kit Lawsuits 

Dr. Peter Stout, the center's president, said the 83,000-square-foot space will serve as a model for the 

rest of the U.S. 

 

Escondido PD’s Crime Lab achieves a first as a top forensic unit in the nation 

Over the course of the last year, FSU has worked to upgrade and improve policy and processes within 

the unit in anticipation of being accredited by A2LA. In September, FSU successfully passed the rigorous 

audit process. FSU is the first organization in the U.S. to achieve A2LA accreditation for crime scene and 

latent prints. 

 

Thousands of rape kits still wait to be tested in Washington. New grants will help reduce backlog. 

The four grants -- which went to the Washington State Attorney General’s Office and the Washington 

State Patrol -- totaled nearly $5.3 million and are meant to help the state inventory, test and track rape 

kits in addition to expanding the capacity of crime labs and digitizing case records. 

 

Governor signs O'Malley-sponsored bill to prevent future rape kit backlogs 

Senate Bill 22, authored by State Senator Connie Leyva (D-Chino), requires that going forward, newly 

collected rape kits must be submitted by law enforcement to a crime lab for testing within 20 days of 

being booked into evidence, and that testing must be completed within 120 days after receipt. 

 

Man exonerated in Detroit rape sues state under wrongful imprisonment law 

In 2017, a jury convicted Clay of raping a teenager in an alley on Detroit’s east side largely due to DNA 

evidence. The victim underwent a sexual assault examination after the attack in 1997, then the untested 

rape kit languished at a property storage facility for years. 

 

Chilling discover at Crescent Hotel connected to notorious Dr. Baker 

Evans said the discovery is connected to Norman Baker – the 1930's entrepreneur and convicted 

swindler who claimed to have the cure for cancer. Baker used the basement of what’s now the Crescent 

Hotel as his morgue during that time. The Crescent was his hospital. 
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Convicted killer still in jail after DNA test clears him 

That evidence was retested this year by the Innocence Project of Texas, and the DPS crime lab. The 

conclusion, said Grant's lawyers, was that the tests revealed he is not a DNA match, and it also identified 

the person who remains at large. 

 

The Justice Files: Serial rapist claims to be a changed man, seeks parole 

That’s when Hartmann was eventually convicted of violently raping four women throughout Weber 

County. During their investigation of the crimes, detectives soon learned he was one of their own. 

 

Authorities working to determine what caused a hazmat situation in Oberlin Tuesday 

Warfield said in addition to theft charges for the items the man is accused of stealing from Walmart, he 

could face charges related to the unknown substance as well, depending on what the crime lab 

determines the substance to be. He said the suspect remains in the hospital. 

 

3 arrested in connection to July 2017 murder 

Items collected during processing of the scene were sent to the crime lab. Scientific advancements in 

DNA analysis and comparison gave detectives vital information to move toward an indictment and 

arrests, according to a news release. 

 

More bones further complicate Biloxi’s infrastructure project 

The installation of a 16-inch water line alongside Highway 90 in Biloxi came to an abrupt halt on April 20, 

2018, when the contractor uncovered human remains. Further exploration with ground-penetrating 

radar in December revealed even more bones near the Biloxi Cemetery. 

 

NSO’s Spying Contract Doesn’t Limit Use of its Hacking Tools to Terrorism and Crime 

On Tuesday, WhatsApp and Facebook filed a lawsuit against malware vendor NSO Group, because its 

tool exploited a WhatsApp vulnerability that customers then used in the wild. WhatsApp said in a public 

announcement that it, along with researchers from Citizen Lab, identified 1,400 cases of the exploit 

being used. It said that 100 of those cases were surveillance against human rights defenders, journalists, 

and other members of civil society. WhatsApp told Motherboard some of the attacks were also states 

using NSO tools to spy on other states. 

Man Accused of Heroin-Spiked Cereal Murder Gave ‘Nagging’ Wife Crushed Up Pills: Witness 

The Genesee County Medical Examiner initially ruled Christina’s death an accidental heroin overdose—

despite claims from her family that she was never a drug user. But in 2016, a Michigan State Police crime 

lab tested three packages of the mother of two’s frozen breast milk and found no previous traces of 

heroin. Her death certificate was amended in August to indicate she died of a homicide. 

 

Victims of Marijuana Raid Based on Tea in Their Trash Get Another Chance to Hold Cops Responsible 

"The deputies did not photograph any of the substances, nor did they send them to a crime lab for 

testing," Judge Joel Carson notes in this month's 10th Circuit decision. "If the deputies would have sent 

the wet vegetation to a crime lab for testing, they would have discovered that the wet vegetation was 

not marijuana but instead was Addie's loose-leaf tea. Rather than conducting further investigation, the 

deputies prepared a search warrant affidavit relying solely on the loose-leaf tea found in the garbage 

and Bob's shopping trip to a garden store eight months earlier."  
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Police were cracking cold cases with a DNA website. Then the fine print changed. 

But earlier this year, that online database changed its privacy policy to restrict law enforcement 

searches, and since then, these cold cases have become much harder to crack. The change is allowing 

some criminals who could be identified and caught to remain undetected and unpunished, authorities 

say. 

 

Marietta man charged with raping child 

“We had a pretty good case against him last week,” Nedeff explained. “We talked to the crime lab and 

they rushed (the DNA testing) for us. We had a pretty good cause even without the DNA evidence. It 

looked like (the DNA evidence) was in multiple places.” 

 

‘No detail is too small’: The forensic science featured in ‘Prodigal Son’ is real 

“The show feels grounded and realistic because the science is real. The writers and the producers are 

making a concerted effort to get it right,” he said. 

 

COTTON USA(TM) and Oritain(TM) ink new partnership for traceability 

COTTON USA™ and Oritain™ have signed a partnership to provide industry leading, forensic verification 

of origin for all U.S. cotton. A global first for the cotton industry, this collaboration will give brands and 

retailers the assurance they need to make responsible sourcing and purchasing decisions. 

 

From forensic genetics to forensic genealogy 

The elephant in the room was the arrest last year of Joseph James DeAngelo, the Golden State Killer, 

using the new and burgeoning field of Forensic Genealogy. Up until now a DNA match required a 

matching profile in a pre-existing database. Now, investigators can use public DNA databases, construct 

family trees and find a suspect using a mixture of genealogical tools and grunt work. This is possible 

because of the massive amount of individual DNA data submitted to recreational DNA databases. The 

odds that a missing person or a suspect has a relative in these databases are now quite high. 

 

True-crime TV hits inspire fans to study forensic sciences 

Bickerton, a criminology student at Lancaster University, is one of a growing class led into the lecture 

hall by grisly murders. The number of students reading criminology has soared from 14,330 in 2015 to 

24,355 last year, according to the Higher Education Statistics Agency. 

 

5 Reasons to Make a School Field Trip to Alcatraz East Crime Museum 

“Alcatraz East is a great place to bring school students for a field trip,” explains Rachael Penman, 

director of artifacts and exhibits at Alcatraz East Crime Museum. “The more they can learn about crime 

history, crime prevention, and the judicial system, we can hopefully encourage positive choices.” 
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