
Washington State Patrol’s toxicology lab ran tests in office contaminated by meth, possibly jeopardizing thousand of cases 

Traces of the drug — linked to makeshift meth labs that scientists set up for training years earlier — 

have randomly emerged during drug testing since at least 2018, including in two new cases this year. But 

while lab officials acknowledge catching some cases — fewer than a dozen — with false positive results, 

officials deny the tox lab’s integrity has been tarnished. 

 

DC crime lab might not fully regain accreditation until early 2022 

The process of regaining the authority to analyze all crime scene evidence from across the city “will take 

a matter of months at a minimum,” said Anthony Crispino, interim director of the D.C. Department of 

Forensic Sciences. “I think realistically we’re probably talking somewhere in the neighborhood of six 

months.” 

 

WDSU report leads to NOPD internal investigation into top crime lab officers 

An internal New Orleans Police Department investigation has found that two ranking officers in its crime 

lab violated policy last summer when they went to a civilian employee's home and demanded that he 

accompany them to take a drug test. The NOPD has yet to discipline the officers, but their attorney said 

dismissal is a possibility for one of the offenses. 

 

North Carolina State Crime Lab reaches new CODIS hits record 

“Every time scientists at the Lab test evidence that leads to a hit in the DNA database, we’re able to give 

law enforcement powerful, new information to move cases forward and solve crimes. I’m grateful to my 

colleagues at the Lab and law enforcement officers across North Carolina for their work to get justice for 

victims and survivors and to make our communities safer.” -  Josh Stein, Attorney General 

 

New 'CSI: Vegas' Trailer Teaser Reveals a Release Date for the Return of Our Favorite Crime Lab 

The teaser also features plenty of familiar faces, with the respective returns of William Petersen as Gil 

Grissom, Lorja Fox as Sarah Sidle, and Paul Guilfoyle as Detective Jim Brass. But we also catch glimpses 

of some new members of the forensics team, including Paula Newsome, Matt Luria, and Mandeep 

Dhillon. Wallace Langham, Jamie McShane, and Mel Rodriguez are also set to star. Beyond the old vs. 

the new, the teaser also emphasizes truth vs. lies. "In the end, all you can do is tell the truth," Grissom's 

voiceover insists. "Hope that the evidence doesn't disagree." 

 

Ralston proposes $1,000 bonus for local law enforcement, more police, mental health funding 

The Georgia Bureau of Investigation would get extra money for enforcement and to boost staffing at 

crime labs. Up to 50 new positions would be added at the labs, which have battled to keep down case 

backlogs. Additional money would be included to pay private labs to help with the backlogs. Funding 

would also be provided for school threat assessments in hopes of preventing future shootings. 

 

Bridgeport (West Virginia) Police Dept, ATF demonstrate mobile ballistics lab 

Utilizing the ATF’s mobile ballistics unit, a member of the Bridgeport Police Department conducted a live 

ballistic test with firearms from the evidence vault. Moments later, high-resolution images of the spent 

bullets and shell casings were fed into the National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN). 
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Man shot into home with children inside while celebrating July Fourth, Flagler deputies say 

Deputies said they were able to trace the trajectory and determined the gunfire came from a home on 

Bressler Lane where Jamal “Jay” Kariem Ne Jame lives. 

 

Judge rules on authenticity of bodycam footage of Rutherford County man shot by officers 

A judge has ruled that body camera footage of a Rutherford County man shot and killed by authorities 

last year is authentic, but ordered the sheriff's office to re-release the footage with only faces blurred. 

 

DA calls man 'sexual predator' after being found guilty of rape and robbery 

On Wednesday July 21, 2021, a Kern County jury found defendant William Jack Hopkins guilty of 

kidnapping to commit rape, forcible rape, assault with the intent to commit sodomy, two counts of 

robbery, two counts of criminal threats, and felon in possession of a firearm for an incident on June 14, 

2019 in Shafter, California. 

 

Deputies arrest teen in connection with man found shot to death in car on Tiger Bend 

Investigators said the Louisiana State Police Crime Lab confirmed one of the seized guns was used to kill 

Thomas. They added the suspect told them he met with Thomas for a drug transaction, shot him, and 

stole his money and cell phone. Deputies said the teen also admitted to trying to destroy the phone to 

avoid being linked to the murder. 

 

Fighting to Free Kevin Cooper 

Kevin Cooper awaits death in his San Quentin prison cell, as he has during the 36 years since he heard 

the ultimate punishment pronounced in a San Diego County courtroom. He has always protested his 

innocence since being arrested for the horrific murders of four people in 1983. His appeal for clemency 

was answered by Governor Gavin Newsom a month ago, spurred in part by the footwork of Tom Parker, 

the former assistant agent in charge of the FBI’s Los Angeles office who retired to Santa Barbara and is 

convinced of Cooper’s innocence. 

 

SWAT Team Raids Illegal Marijuana Grow and THC Extraction Lab in Valley Center 

During the raid, deputies seized 111 cannabis plants, $9,100 in currency, three ounces of cocaine, some 

chopped psilocybin mushrooms and ammunition, Sgt. Kamon Harris said. They also discovered two labs 

used for extracting tetrahydrocannabinol, the intoxicating substance in marijuana. 

 

Sheriff: McMinn Co. detective drove teen to get abortion, collect alleged rapist's DNA 

Sheriff Joe Guy says Detective Greg Earps, a 24-year veteran of the sheriff's office, was disciplined for 

"error in procedure" after transporting the teen back in March. 

 

Man charged with murder more than 2 years after fatal Salt Lake City stabbing 

The Salt Lake City Police Department tweeted that the case was filed so long after the attack because 

the state crime lab hadn’t returned their forensic findings until two months ago. 
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Suspect in slaying of Santa Ana man 25 years ago is extradited to Orange County 

Edgar Ortega Cervantes was named the suspect in the killing of 24-year-old Julio Franco in 2009 after 

Santa Ana cold case detectives sent items of forensic evidence to the Orange County Crime Lab for DNA 

analysis in 2009, which came back to Cervantes, police said. 

 

Forensic Science Professor Helps Exonerate Man Wrongly Convicted of Murder 

Thanks to the dedication and game-changing work of Angie Ambers, Ph.D., Lydell Grant, who spent 

nearly a decade in prison for a murder he did not commit, has been freed and formally exonerated. Dr. 

Ambers believes the DNA technology that set him free could help exonerate others who have been 

wrongly convicted of crimes. 

 

Sheriff's office receives forensic science grant for crime lab 

The Contra Costa County Sheriff's Office has been awarded a $376,101 grant for its forensic services 

division, through the Bureau of Justice Assistance's DNA Capacity Enhancement for Backlog Reduction 

Program. 

 

The Body Farm: How 3 obscure acres became a world-class research center for the science of death 

Police and medical examiners across Tennessee in 1971 started calling on the forensic anthropologist to 

help them figure out how long some people had been dead. The genial Bass would happily take a look at 

a body. But he had no place to put it. 

 

Validity of forensic ballistic under fire in murder case 

“They’re challenging the validity of the science that supports the forensic field of firearms examination,” 

Bowling commented on the motion filed on behalf of defendant Paul Brock, 40, which prompted 

Tuesday’s Daubert hearing. Bowling explained that a Daubert hearing is mechanism that allows a judge 

to hear scientific proof before a trial to determine whether it is trustworthy or not before it is presented 

to a jury at trial. 
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