Navajo Nation Washington Office

Email: info@nnwo.org

Waashindoon Weekly | October 31, 2025

Cortez Masto, Mullin introduce bill to address MMIP crisis and empower
U.S. Marshals to assist Tribal law enforcement

NAVAJO NATION
MISSING PERSONS
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Navajo Nation missing persons poster as of 9/13/2025

WASHINGTON, D.C. - On October 23, Senators Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV) and
Markwayne Mullin (R-OK) introduced the Tribal Warrant Fairness Act, another follow up to
recommendations made in the Not Invisible Act Commission (NIAC) report.

The NIAC report, titled Not One More, found that the United States Marshals Service (USMS)
currently lacks authority to assist tribal law enforcement. The USMS is the country’s premier

fugitive apprehension agency, and they have a distinguished history of using these manhunt
skills to help locate missing persons. This bill aims to strengthen cooperation between tribal
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and federal law enforcement agencies in responding to fugitives and missing persons cases
by authorizing USMS to execute tribal arrest warrants and to assist tribal law enforcement in
locating missing children when requested by tribal governments. It would also amend the
Presidential Threat Protection Act of 2000 to enable tribal law enforcement agencies to
participate in the Department of Justice’s regional Fugitive Apprehension Task Forces—
ensuring tribes have access to the same resources and partnerships as state and local
governments.

The Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act, passed by Congress in 2015, gave authority to USMS
to getinvolved in missing, endangered, or abducted child cases. USMS launched their Missing
Child Unit in response to these new authorities and have worked closely with the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children. NNWO has been working with USMS this summer
to incorporate their resources into our Tribal Community Response Plan to ensure that all
available federal resources are devoted to locating our relatives who go missing, especially
children. We appreciate Senator Cortez Masto’s continued work to act on NIAC’s
recommendations, and are grateful for Senator Mullin’s continued work in ensuring the
safety and wellbeing of those in Indian Country.
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