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Monday, April 27, 2020

1. Update on Status of Legislature
· Budget Process
· Policy Bill Process
Discussion:
As of now, Assembly should be back by May 4, 2020. They are narrowing the number of bills that will be heard. Due to the new restrictions, the only bills that are related to the Covid-19 response and economic recovery are moving forward. Lots of bills are being amended, each committee gets one hearing and will hear approximately 25-30 bills. Senate is set to return on June 1, 2020. Revised budget is set to be presented on May 14th (but due to current situation, the real budget will not be finalized until June 14th). Actual revenue numbers will not be available until July or August. 
The Governor announced that the State will be putting out some new guidelines that will allow hospitals to begin to provide some surgeries. MOASC/ANCO submitted a letter to the Governor requesting him to include cancer care services also. 

2. Impact of Covid 19 on Physician Practices: CMA Toolkit link here.  

3. Key Legislation: Update and Discussion

	1. SB 983 (Senator Susan Rubio, D-Baldwin Park):  Unused medications: cancer medication recycling.  The bill would create a program that would allow cancer patients to return to their physicians unused oral anti-cancer medications and allow the physician to redistribute those medications to patients in need of the medication.  
	Status:  
Not moving this year - 
might be presented next year. 


	2. SB 798 (Senator Jerry Hill, D-San Mateo):  Flavored tobacco products.  The bill seeks to ban the sale of all flavored tobacco products in California, including e-cigarettes.  
	Status:  
Not yet determined
Hoping to move the bill, might be a revenue generator. TBD

	3. AB 2144 (Assembly Member Dr. Joaquin Arambula, D-Fresno): Health care coverage: step therapy.  The bill would amend the step therapy and prior authorization process -- ensuring that they work for patients and doctors, and not just insurance companies. MOASC/ANCO have joined the Step Therapy Coalition, which includes stakeholders ASCO, ACS CAN, Rheumatology, Leukemia -Lymphoma Societies, etc. 
	Status:  
Not yet determined -
will most likely get support to move through the process, but how the legislature will proceed on policy bills is still being worked out.  This bill is also not likely to move as it is not related to COVID-19 nor economic recovery.   TBD

	4. SB 1170 (Archuletta):  Cancer Clinical Trials.  Author confirmed bill is intended to be a spot bill; open to clinical trial fixes.
	Status:  
Not moving

	5. AB 2640 (Gonzalez):  Genetic Biomarker Testing:  Prohibit health plans from requiring prior auth for genetic biomarker testing for stage 3 or 4 cancer.  
	Status:  
Not moving – might be presented later in the year. 

	6. AB 2817 (Wood):  Office of Healthcare Quality and Affordability.  Creates Commission that sets acceptable expenditure growth rate for healthcare.  Allows Commission to set rates for health care providers.  
	Status:  
Not yet determined


AB2984 – PBM Rebates - Assemblymember Tom Daly would ensure that 
               negotiated rebates and discounts on prescription medicines are ALWAYS shared 
              with patients, lowering their out of pocket costs at the pharmacy. This bill 
              provides financial relief for patients by requiring patients to receive at least 90% 
              of any negotiated rebate or discounts.  This is being opposed by PBM’s and 
              Insurers. MOASC is supporting and ANCO agreed to support as well. 
 
SB1452 – Biosimilar Drugs – Senator Morrell is the author of the bill. This bill 
does not have a sponsor yet. This bill conflicts with AB2144, which would amend step therapy and prior authorization mandates. This bill is not likely to  move as it is not related to COVID-19 nor economic recovery. 


