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Member Advocacy Kit

Ask your Congressional representatives to cosponsor the Timely Access to Cancer Treatment (TACT) Act and the Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act! 

We need to contact Congressional offices as soon as possible and ask them to cosponsor both bills. Don’t know who your representative or senator is? Click here to access our list of key staff or email Deandra Dickson for help.

Background

· Two crucial bills that limit the power of pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) are currently making their way through Congress.
· The TACT Act (H.R. 3258) was introduced in May 2021 to the House by Representatives Terri Sewell (D-AL) and Gus Bilirakis (R-FL).
· The Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act (S. 1909/H.R. 3554) was introduced in May 2021 by Senators Jon Tester (D-MT) and Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) in the Senate, and Representatives Peter Welch (D-VT) and Morgan Griffith (R-VA) in the House.
· What does the TACT Act do?
· Requires PBMs and insurers to ensure patients with cancer can receive their prescribed medication within 72 hours – failing that, the patient will be allowed to seek out medication from any professionally licensed source of their choosing. 
· The medication will be covered under the patient’s plan with full use of the patient’s applicable benefit(s). 
· The pharmacy benefit provider must confirm receipt within 24 hours and indicate ability to fill the prescription within the required 72-hour time limit.  
· Any prior authorization required by the pharmacy benefit provider must take place within the 72-hour time limit.
· What does the Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act do?
· Redefines “negotiated price” to include all pharmacy price concessions at the point of sale so that cost-sharing reflects all possible discounts 
· Eliminates all retroactive direct and indirect remuneration (DIR) fees
· Requires prescription drug plans and Medicare Advantage drug plans to report any pharmacy price concession or incentive payment they apply after the point-of-sale to a pharmacy on at least an annual basis.
· Establishes an evaluation system to ensure that prescription drug and Medicare Advantages plans are assessing pharmacy performance fairly and transparently.

Sample Talking Points

· Patients with cancer today regularly face delays of weeks or months in receiving their doctor prescribed oral cancer drugs due to prior authorizations and other required approvals from PBMs and insurers.
· Delays in receiving medication can be life-threatening to patients with cancer; the TACT Act fixes that problem.
· DIR fees have skyrocketed by more than 91,500 percent between 2010 and 2019.
· DIR fees lead to higher patient co-payments and can deter many patients from purchasing their medications, increasing the likelihood of complications, adverse reactions, or death.
· When DIR fees are charged retroactively, pharmacists absorb the loss. Often, this means the closing of local pharmacies. In rural areas, local pharmacies are often a lifeline.
· Eliminating retroactive DIR fees ensures the financial stability of local pharmacies and saves patients from unexpected price increases.
· Neither of these bills create additional hoops or paperwork for health care entities; instead, both encourage competition and the fastest, most efficient delivery of medication.

Sample Email

When using this sample email, make it your own! The sample is meant to provide a set of guideposts for drafting a personal letter to your elected representative. Don’t just copy and paste the text below; explain why these bills matter using your story.

The Honorable (INSERT REPRESENTATIVE/SENATOR NAME):

Thank you for your service to (insert your DISTRICT of STATE). As  a
member of a community oncology healthcare team in CITY or COUNTY, I am writing to ask that you support and co-sponsor two bills: the Timely Access to Cancer Treatment (TACT) Act (H.R. 3258), and the Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act, H.R. 3554 OR S. 1909. These bills help alleviate two major problems within cancer care: prior authorizations causing treatment delays and direct and indirect remuneration (DIR) fees unfairly applied to the dispensing of cancer drugs.

PBMs will often ask to review a prescribed medication or require the use of their own mail-order pharmacies, tactics that funnel money back into the PBM’s pockets but delay medication access for weeks, or even months. The TACT Act ensures patients with cancer receive their oral medications when they need it, not when a bureaucrat has determined it is most profitable.

DIR fees are charged by PBMs to pharmacists retroactively and supposedly to reconcile differences in contractual and actual reimbursement rates. These fees are often exorbitant and cause local pharmacies to dispense drugs at less than their acquisition costs. This can lead to layoffs, increased prices for patients, and eventually the closure of the pharmacy. The Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act eliminates retroactive DIR fees, making it easier for pharmacists to provide drugs at the lowest cost possible without fear of hurting their business. 

I ask that you support and co-sponsor both the TACT Act (H.R. 3258) and the Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act (H.R. 3554 OR S. 1909) for the sake of America’s patients with cancer and those who care for them. These bills present a rare opportunity to clean up a complicated system and make a direct, lasting influence on the lives of citizens who deserve our help.

Sincerely,

(INSERT NAME)

Sample Social Media

1. DIR fees are killing local pharmacies and harming our seniors, (insert representative/senator handle). Please cosponsor the Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act (H.R. 3554/S. 1909)!

2. The Pharmacy DIR Reform to Reduce Senior Drug Costs Act protects seniors from predatory DIR fees. (insert representative/senator handle) please cosponsor and help seniors in (insert state)!

3. Patients with cancer can't wait for lengthy PBM or insurer authorizations that often and unnecessarily delay treatment. (insert representative/senator handle), please cosponsor the TACT Act of 2021 (HR 3258) and support patients in (STATE)!

4. The TACT Act cuts red tape for patients who can’t wait for their #cancer meds. (insert representative/senator handle) please support patients: cosponsor the TACT Act!
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