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The Timely Access to Cancer Treatment Act of 2021
Member Advocacy Kit

Ask your Congressional representatives to cosponsor H.R. 3258!

Background

· The Timely Access to Cancer Treatment Act of 2021 (TACT Act) was recently introduced by Representatives Terri Sewell (D-AL) and Gus Bilirakis (R-FL).
· Details: https://sewell.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-sewell-bilirakis-introduce-legislation-ensure-timely-access 
· What the TACT Act does:
· Requires PBMs and insurers to ensure patients with cancer can receive their prescribed medication within 72 hours – failing that, the patient will be allowed to seek out medication from any professionally licensed source of their choosing. 
· The medication will be covered under the patient’s plan with full use of the patient’s applicable benefit(s). 
· The pharmacy benefit provider must confirm receipt within 24 hours and indicate ability to fill the prescription within the required 72-hour time limit.  
· Any prior authorization required by the pharmacy benefit provider must take place within the 72-hour time limit.
· We need to contact Congressional offices as soon as possible and ask them to cosponsor H.R. 3258!
· Don’t know who your representative or senator is? Click here to access our list of key staff or email Deandra Dickson for help.

Sample Talking Points

· Patients with cancer today regularly face delays of weeks or months in receiving their doctor prescribed oral cancer drugs due to prior authorizations and other required approvals from PBMs and insurers.
· Delays in receiving medication can be life-threatening to patients with cancer; the TACT Act fixes that problem.
· The TACT Act helps patients with cancer get their medication in a timely manner by encouraging streamlined approval processes, and if that does not work, it allows patients to receive the medication from their preferred prescriber.
· The bill does not create additional hoops or paperwork for health care entities; instead, it encourages competition and the fastest, most efficient delivery of medication.
· Please sign on as a cosponsor of the TACT Act (H.R. 3258). 



Sample Email

The Honorable (INSERT REPRESENTATIVE/SENATOR NAME):

As the leader of a community oncology clinic in CITY or COUNTY, I am writing to ask that you support H.R. 3258 the Timely Access to Treatment (TACT) Act of 2021. 

Patients with cancer depend on prompt access to the oral cancer medications their doctors prescribe. Unfortunately, they all too often experience unacceptable delays by pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) and insurers. They often require various levels of authorization or the use of mail-order pharmacies that can delay medication access for weeks, or even months. The TACT Act will ensure cancer patients can receive their oral medications when they need it.

The TACT Act is simple and common-sense: It requires prescribed oral cancer medication to be available to patients within 72 hours of submission by their doctor. If it is not approved and available within that period of time, the patient can seek out the medication from an approved pharmacy of their choice. 

Patients facing cancer should not suffer the consequences of delays and red tape, and the TACT Act encourages all parties to act with the patient in mind. Please support the TACT Act by becoming a cosponsor!

Sincerely,

(INSERT NAME)

Sample Social Media

1. Patients with cancer can't wait for lengthy PBM or insurer authorizations that often and unnecessarily delay treatment. (insert representative/senator handle), please cosponsor the TACT Act of 2021 (HR 3258) and support patients in (STATE)!

2. The TACT Act cuts red tape for patients who can’t wait for their #cancer meds. (insert representative/senator handle) please support patients: cosponsor the TACT Act!
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