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(850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com

Florida Department of Health Announces New Positive COVID-19 Cases in Florida

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida Department of Health has announced 39 new positive
cases of coronavirus disease (COVID-19). Earlier today, the Florida Department of
Health confirmed the death of a 77-year old male in Lee County who had previously
tested positive for COVID-19. Yesterday, Governor Ron DeSantis sent a letter to Health
and Human Services requesting the release of 61 Florida residents from Georgia, many
of whom are elderly, who were previously aboard the Grand Princess voyage outside of
California.

To keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware about the status of the
virus, the Department is issuing regular updates as information becomes available.

New Positive Cases

e A 55-year old female in Clay County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

e A 79-year old female from Connecticut has tested positive for COVID-19 in Baker
County. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until
cleared by public health officials. The epidemiological investigation is ongoing.

e A 72-year old female in Lee County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

e A 60-year old female in Citrus County has tested positive for COVID-10. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

e A male in Duval County has tested positive for COVID-19. This individual is
isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public health
officials. Further details to follow.

e A 64-year old female in St. Johns County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

e A 71-year old male in Volusia County has tested positive for COVID-19. This is a
travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated
until cleared by public health officials.

e A 48-year old female in Orange County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.



A 70-year old male in Clay County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A male in Duval County has tested positive for COVID-19. This individual is
isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public health
officials. Further details to follow.

A 47-year old male in Hillsborough County has tested positive for COVID-19.
This is a domestic travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue
to remain isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 67-year old male in Pasco County has tested positive for COVID-19. This is a
domestic travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to
remain isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 32-year old female in Hillsborough County has tested positive for COVID-19.
This is a domestic travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue
to remain isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 17-year old male from Cuba has tested positive in Hillsborough County. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials. The epidemiological investigation is ongoing.

A male in Duval County has tested positive for COVID-19. This individual is
isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public health
officials. Further details to follow.

A 28-year old male in Miami-Dade County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 58-year old female in Miami-Dade County has tested positive for COVID-19.
This is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 25-year old female in Miami-Dade County has tested positive for COVID-19.
This is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 62-year old male in Miami-Dade County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 74-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 48-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 19-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 19-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.



A 65-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 20-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 42-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 52-year old male in Miami-Dade County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 65-year old female from New York has tested positive for COVID-19 in Alachua
County. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until
cleared by public health officials. The epidemiological investigation is ongoing.
A 63-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 19-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 30-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 60-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 20-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 19-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 66-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 83-year old male in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.

A 20-year old female in Broward County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
is a travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain
isolated until cleared by public health officials.

A 76-year old male in Collier County has tested positive for COVID-19. This
individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated until cleared by public
health officials.



e A 28-year old male in Collier County has tested positive for COVID-19. Thisis a
travel related case. This individual is isolated and will continue to remain isolated
until cleared by public health officials.

COVID-19 Cases

*Definition of travel-related: A known history of exposure to COVID-19 associated with
travel outside of Florida.

International Travel
U.S. Department of State — Global Level 3 Health Advisory

The U.S. Department of State advises U.S. citizens to reconsider travel abroad due to
the global impact of COVID-19. Many areas throughout the world are now experiencing
COVID-19 outbreaks and taking action that may limit traveler mobility, including
guarantines and border restrictions. Even countries, jurisdictions, or areas where cases
have not been reported may restrict travel without notice.

CDC Guidelines

The Florida Department of Health is advising all individuals who have traveled
internationally to follow CDC guidelines, summarized below:

e Level 3 Travel Advisory: CDC recommends 14-day self-isolation and social
distancing upon return to the United States. Social distancing includes avoiding
going out in public and close personal interactions. If you become symptomatic,
immediately self-isolate and contact your County Health Department or health
care provider.

o Level 2 Travel Advisory and Cruises: Travelers should monitor their health and
limit interactions with others for 14 days after returning to the United States. If
you become symptomatic, immediately self-isolate and they should call ahead to
a health care professional or their county health department before seeking
treatment.

o According to CDC, a cruise ship is defined as a passenger vessel
involving the movement of large numbers of people in closed and semi-
closed settings.

e For more information regarding current CDC travel advisories related to COVID-
19, visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html

A person that experiences a fever and symptoms of respiratory illness, such as fever,
cough or shortness of breath, within 14 days after travel from China, Italy, Iran, South
Korea, Japan and any other destination under CDC travel advisory should call ahead to



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTUuMTg3NTMwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZsb3JpZGFoZWFsdGguZ292L2Rpc2Vhc2VzLWFuZC1jb25kaXRpb25zL0NPVklELTE5L2luZGV4Lmh0bWx2aXNpdCUyMHd3dy5mbG9yaWRhaGVhbHRoLmdvdiJ9.ojqd-tTVqCEmYG2uyQdbUNrOcxg5REPjB8jifcISwe0/br/76140464758-l
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..waCrPEIUveBq8y0cOalrPAjbdJhcmfDgi6_xtzKYpBo%2Fbr%2F76059308163-l&data=02%7C01%7Ctaryn.fenske%40fldoe.org%7Cd94770ecfe7a4b72806e08d7c866430b%7C63bf107bcb6f41738c1c1406bb5cb794%7C0%7C0%7C637198213883634096&sdata=M0SPJ5xsIN6YYPkVTLBYslOakzUsCQwV59sl2NMjuCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..tXeSytewBBBBUImouBspa4vMov3Bckl3-ECh4p6hSWc%2Fbr%2F76059308163-l&data=02%7C01%7Ctaryn.fenske%40fldoe.org%7Cd94770ecfe7a4b72806e08d7c866430b%7C63bf107bcb6f41738c1c1406bb5cb794%7C0%7C0%7C637198213883634096&sdata=upbByUEPm0EOXTSHR51vp6IkYkBk12a%2FpVhe0IffPwM%3D&reserved=0

their health care provider or local County Health Department (CHD) and mention their
recent travel or close contact, unless they are experiencing an emergency.

If a person has had close contact with someone showing these symptoms who has
recently traveled from areas or been in contact with a person with laboratory-confirmed
COVID-19, they should call ahead to a health care professional and the County Health
Department. The health care professional will work with the Department to determine if
the person should be tested for COVID-19.

Nile Cruise Advisory

The Florida Department of Health is advising all individuals who traveled to Egypt for a
cruise or tour on the Nile River in February or March 2020 to self-isolate for 14 days
following their date of return to the United States, and if ill, immediately contact their
CHD or health care provider. Several passengers in the United States recently
developed symptoms and have been confirmed to be infected with COVID-19, including
over 10 positive cases in Florida.

Port Everglades Advisory

The Department, through an extensive epidemiological investigation, has identified
multiple, positive COVID-19 cases that are connected and associated with Port
Everglades in Broward County, Florida.

e The Department recommends all individuals experiencing symptoms who have
recently traveled through Port Everglades to immediately contact their CHD or
health care provider and self-isolate for 14 Days.

e The Department also recommends employees of Metro Cruise Services at Port
Everglades with any association to these cases self-isolate at home.

e The Department is working to connect with all employees at Metro Cruise
Services who may have come into contact with the three individuals who have
tested positive for COVID-19 to provide the employees with the appropriate
guidance and monitoring.

e The Department is working in close consultation with the CDC on this
investigation.

e CDC recommends that individuals with recent travel history on a cruise monitor
their health for 14 days and, if they develop symptoms, immediately self-isolate
and contact their CHD or health care provider.

COVID-19 Public Website and Call Center

Please visit the Department’s dedicated COVID-19 webpage for information and
guidance regarding COVID-19 in Florida.




For any other questions related to COVID-19 in Florida, please contact the
Department’s dedicated COVID-19 Call Center by calling 1-(866) 779-6121. The Call
Center is available 24 hours a day. Inquiries may also be emailed to COVID-
19@flhealth.gov.

Actions the State of Florida has taken on COVID-19:

e Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-52 declaring a State of
Emergency for COVID-19.

e Governor Ron DeSantis directed the Florida Division of Emergency Management
to activate to Level Il to coordinate the state’s response to COVID-19.

e Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-51directing the State
Surgeon General to declare a Public Health Emergency.

« State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency
for COVID-19 in Florida.

o Established an Incident Management Team to coordinate response operations.

o Activated a dedicated incident command post for on-site response activities.

o Conducted public health and health care stakeholder conference calls to provide
statewide updates on the current outbreak situation, response actions and
guidance for pandemic planning. Over five hundred participants joined these
calls.

o Participated with the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) on statewide
conference calls with nursing homes, assisted living facilities and hospitals.

« Established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19.

e Developed and distributed an updated COVID-19 presentation to CHDs for use
at community meetings.

o Implemented protocols for investigation, surveillance and monitoring for COVID-
19 to rapidly detect and contain cases.

o Established mechanisms for ongoing monitoring and coordination with the CDC
regarding epidemiological activities.

o Distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons
Under Investigation (PUIs) and asymptomatic close contacts of confirmed cases
at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.

o Distributed the updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying PUls for COVID-
19 and a health care provider letter regarding Enhanced Surveillance and
Preparedness for COVID-19 to associations, licensed providers, Health Care
Coalitions and CHDs.

« Implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories.

e Distributed updated CDC guidance for schools to CHDs and the Department of
Education.

o Distributed updated Laboratory Guidance regarding implementation of testing at
State Public Health Laboratories.

e The Florida Department of Education in partnership with FLVS is training an
additional 10,000 teachers statewide on the Virtual Teacher Training for COVID-
19. Superintendents who are interested in offering their teachers the Virtual
Teacher Training for COVID-19 should work with their County Virtual Principals
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to provide a list of teachers to FLVS
through: https://www.flvs.net/FLVSTeacherTraining.

e Governor DeSantis directed the Florida Division of Emergency Management and
the Agency for Health Care Administration to take action to restrict access to
vulnerable populations for those who may have been exposed to COVID-19. The
Governor also directed the Florida Department of Corrections to suspend
visitation at state prisons for 30 days.

e Governor DeSantis requested that Health and Human Services send home the
61 Floridians that were previously aboard the Grand Princess cruise line, home
from isolation from Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Georgia.

e Governor DeSantis has directed the Department of Health to hire additional
epidemiologists from university health programs to help with workload.

e Governor DeSantis has directed the Agency for Health Care Administration
(AHCA) to extend all existing nursing home and ALF licenses for 90 days to
remove distraction from patient care.

e Governor DeSantis directed Director Moskowitz to expand his emergency order
and prohibit all visitation to nursing homes, assisted living facilities, adult family-
care homes, long-term care facilities and adult group homes to all visitors for the
next 30 days.

e Governor DeSantis directed the Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles to suspend drivers’ license renewal requirements for 30 days.

e Governor DeSantis directed all agencies to suspend for 30 days licensing and
registration renewal requirements for existing processional licenses (e.g.
realtors).

« Governor DeSantis has recommended that local authorities strongly consider
canceling mass gatherings and follow Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) guidance. CDC has issued recommendations for
implementation of mitigation strategies in Florida, including recommendations to
cancel large gatherings of more than 250 people and smaller gatherings that may
bring persons together from multiple parts of the country.

e Florida Department of Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran has provided
strong recommendations for extending spring break following Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issuing guidance specific to COVID-19 in
Florida. In addition, the Department of Education announced that the start of
state testing will be delayed by a minimum of two weeks.

What you Should Know

COVID-19 can spread from person to person through small droplets from the nose or
mouth, including when an individual coughs or sneezes. These droplets may land on
objects and surfaces. Other people may contract COVID-19 by touching these objects
or surfaces, then touching their eyes, nose or mouth.

Symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, cough and shortness of breath. Symptoms may
appear in as few as two days or as many as 14 days following exposure. Most people
recover from COVID-19 without needing special treatment. The elderly and those with
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underlying medical problems like high blood pressure, heart problems and diabetes are
more likely to develop serious illness.

There is currently no vaccine to prevent COVID-19. The best way to prevent iliness is to
avoid being exposed to the virus. The Department recommends everyday preventive
actions to help stop the spread of respiratory diseases, including:

« Avoiding close contact with people who are sick;

e Staying home when you are sick and avoiding contact with persons in poor
health;

« Avoiding touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands;

« Covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then disposing of the tissue;

e Washing your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after going to the bathroom, before eating, after blowing your nose,
coughing or sneezing;

« If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if hands are
visibly dirty; and

« Cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched objects and surfaces using a
regular household cleaning spray or wipe.

The CDC does not recommend that asymptomatic, healthy people wear a facemask to
protect themselves from respiratory diseases, including COVID-19. Facemasks should
be used by people who show symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of the
disease to others. The use of facemasks is also crucial for health workers and people
who are taking care of someone in close settings (at home or in a health care facility).

A person that experiences a fever and symptoms of respiratory iliness, such as fever,
cough or shortness of breath, within 14 days after travel from China, Italy, Iran, South
Korea, Japan and any other destination under CDC travel advisory should call ahead to
their health care provider and local CHD and mention their recent travel or close
contact.

If a person has had close contact with someone showing these symptoms who has
recently traveled from this area or been in contact with a person with laboratory-
confirmed COVID-19, they should call ahead to a health care professional and the CHD.
The health care provider will work with the Department to determine if the person should
be tested for COVID-19.
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