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BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS 
COVID-19 CONTINGENCY PLAN 
PHASE 2 TEMPORARY RULINGS 

 

TEMP07-2020-01: Cancellation of district assemblies 
 
In light of the current health crisis and restrictions on social gathering in our countries, districts 
will be authorized to conduct the business of the assembly without the need for a public 
gathering. The District Advisory Board will work with its respective general superintendent in 
jurisdiction to define the best format to address the business of the assembly as stipulated in 
the 2017-2021 Manual of the Church of the Nazarene. The Advisory Board, with the approval of 
the General Superintendent in Jurisdiction, may adopt one of the following options: 

a. Postpone the district assembly in order to have a public meeting on a date that is safe 
and allowed both by local authorities and by the general superintendent in jurisdiction 
following the provisions of Manual paragraph 202. 

b. Plan to conduct the district assembly electronically. This option requires the approval of 
the general superintendent in jurisdiction, and it must ensure that all delegates have the 
same option to participate in the business of the assembly, either simultaneously or 
extemporaneously. 

c. Hybrid – This can be with a small socially-distanced live attendance and broadcast on-
line. The following criteria must be met: 

i. Ensure that the principles of representation of clergy/lay balance are protected. 
ii. Ensure that the right to elect is provided to all delegates. 
iii. Ensure that all delegates have access to floor privileges 
iv. A hybrid assembly may be chaired by the general superintendent or their 

surrogate. 
d. Cancel the district assembly for the current year. In this case: 

i. If the District Advisory Board determines that the district assembly cannot be 
held either electronically or in person, then the Advisory Board submits its 
request to the general superintendent in jurisdiction for approval. With the 
approval of the general superintendent in jurisdiction, the District Advisory 
Committee (formed according to the provisions of Manual paragraph 239) will be 
authorized to act on behalf of the district assembly and will be in charge of all 
the business of the assembly. 

ii. In such case, all officers serving in the current year will be authorized to serve 
for an additional year in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 206.3 of 
the Manual: “When the officer presiding over a district assembly considers it 
impossible to meet or to continue with the business of the district assembly and 
therefore postpones, cancels, or closes the district assembly, the General 
Superintendent in Jurisdiction, in consultation with the Board of General 
Superintendents, shall appoint all unelected district officers prior to the close of 
the district assembly to serve for a period of one year” 

iii. In the event of the cancellation of a district assembly that included the reelection 
of an incumbent district superintendent, the Board of General Superintendents, 
upon recommendation of the general superintendent in jurisdiction, will extend 
the appointment of the district superintendent for a period of one year. The 
reelection vote will take place at the following district assembly, and it will be for 
a period of three years. 
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TEMP07-2020-02: Consecutive cancellation of district assemblies 
 
If the impact of the pandemic in a given location prevents the district from conducting its 
assembly for a second year after the first cancellation, the same ruling that applied for the first 
cancellation applies as approved by the Board of General Superintendents and upon 
recommendation of the general superintendent in jurisdiction. In addition, the following 
requirements need to be met: 
 

a. A District Advisory Board may submit the request for a consecutive cancellation no 
earlier than 90 days and no later than 30 days before the approved assembly dates. 

b. If the consecutive cancellation would impact the reelection of an incumbent district 
superintendent, the same ruling would apply, i.e., the district superintendent’s time of 
service will be extended for one year, and the actual reelection vote will take place at 
the first opportunity that delegates may be able to vote. The period for which a district 
superintendent may be reelected after the cancellation of the assemblies will be four 
years minus the number of years that the superintendent’s term has been extended. 

 
TEMP07-2020-03: Ordinations 

 
Since the report of the Board of Ministry/Board of Credentials must be approved by either 
gathering option, the Board of General Superintendents delegates on each general 
superintendent in jurisdiction the authority to work out the date and location of the ordination 
service with each district superintendent. Further, the following procedures need to be put in 
place: 

 
a. Once the general superintendent in jurisdiction has approved the date for the ordination 

service, the Office of the General Superintendents will send a letter to the district 
notifying them of the approval. 

b. The district will also receive the list of approved safety protocols for each ordination 
service. 

c. The district needs to be aware that, even with the official letter of approval, the date for 
the ordination service remains tentative. In consultation with the Board of General 
Superintendents and the district superintendent of the respective district, the general 
superintendent in jurisdiction will make the final decision with regard to the date. 
Criteria for confirmation of the date include, but are not limited to, evidence of 
containment of the virus in the area, and the lifting of governmental restrictions. 

 
TEMP07-2020-04: Recognition of Credentials 

 
Because recognition of elders requires only the approval of the general superintendent in 
jurisdiction, and not the laying of hands, for the duration of the pandemic each general 
superintendent in jurisdiction may approve the recognition of credentials without requiring the 
candidate’s participation during the ordination service. Interviews may be conducted 
electronically. According to the provisions of Manual paragraphs 535.1 and 535.2, the 
credentials will be reviewed and signed by the general superintendent in jurisdiction. 

 
TEMP07-2020-05: Directions for local congregations under lockdown restrictions 

 
We affirm and extend the decision of the Board of General Superintendents of March 18, 2020, 
to provide direction to local congregations with regard to the closure mandate of their local 
authorities as follows: 
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a. We abide by the law. Churches must follow the directives and guidelines of their local 

authorities 
b. We encourage the District Advisory Board to provide guidelines to the local churches as 

they navigate the local mandates. 
c. We encourage every congregation to follow the instructions from the health department 

in their respective world area. 
 
TEMP07-2020-06: Guidelines for reopening the church 
 
With the understanding that all local congregations fall under the directives and legal 
frameworks of their respective governments, the Board of General Superintendents 
recommends that all congregations observe the following considerations prior to reopening the 
church for services: 

 
a. Consider the witness of the church in the community. A poorly timed reopening may 

have unintended consequences that may hinder the testimony of the church in the 
community. 

b. Consider the vulnerable in the congregation and the community. While the government 
may have relaxed the restrictions with regard to physical distancing, local congregations 
must consider the impact of their decision on the vulnerable populations to whom they 
minister. 

c. Consider the value of our polity. Decisions with regard to reopening need to be made 
jointly by the pastor and the local church board. 

d. Consider developing a plan to reopen. While most churches and church leaders are 
waiting patiently to reopen, this time of restriction may be a good opportunity for 
churches to develop their ministry plans under the new normality. Ideally, reopening 
plans need to be shared with the district superintendent. 

e. Consider the uncertain nature of the pandemic. As you reopen the church, you need to 
be prepared to apply restrictive or even closing measures as the impact of the pandemic 
affects your communities, and as the local authorities mandate new restrictions on social 
gatherings. 

 
TEMP07-2020-07: Annual Church Meeting 

 
A local church board may decide, with the approval of the district superintendent in consultation 
with the District Advisory Board, to postpone or cancel an annual church meeting. The same 
principles for the cancellation of the district assembly apply to the cancellation of annual church 
meetings, although in this case, under the supervision of the district superintendent and the 
District Advisory Board. 

 
TEMP07-2020-08: Annual reporting 

 
At this time, there is no requirement to record attendance, but we do recommend that district 
superintendents and pastors work together on accountability. Additionally, we ask all pastors to 
utilize the Annual Pastor’s Report (APR), specifically to record membership and giving for the 
current period. However, for purposes of the APR 2019 attendance statistics may be utilized for 
the comparable months of 2020. 
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TEMP07-2020-09: Chairing of Assemblies 

 
A regional director may submit to the general superintendent the name of any ordained 
missionary within the country, district superintendent within the country, Seminary or Bible 
college president who is ordained and living within the country for approval to preside over a 
district assembly in the absence of the general superintendent in jurisdiction. 
 
TEMP12-2020-01: APR for the COVID Year 
 
Given the limitations of attendance during the pandemic, Annual Pastor’s Reports will be 
exempted from reporting morning worship and discipleship attendance. The remainder of 
the report should be completed as required. 

 
TEMP01-2021-01: Local Church Meetings 
 
All local church entities shall be authorized to meet electronically. Voting methods shall be 
approved by the Local Church Board. All communications and voting required may be carried 
out electronically. 
 
TEMP01-2021-02: Leniency on Studies Requirements 
 
Due to the unusual year of Covid-19 restrictions, we authorize District Ministerial Credentials 
Boards or District Boards of Ministry to have the latitude to extend educational requirements 
for those applying for district licenses.” 
 

 
Board of General Superintendents 
Approved July 2020 
Amended and approved January 2021 
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