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Hospitalization Notification Procedure
All members and friends of Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church are encouraged to IMMEDIATELY CALL
THE CHURCH OFFICE (623-584-2280) when you or a loved one are admitted to or discharged from the hospital.

Welcoming Statement
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church aﬃrms the teachings of Jesus Christ by welcoming all of
God’s children regardless of race, age, gender, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity. Physical or
mental ability, ethnic background, socioeconomic status, or any other factor that might separate us from each
other. All are invited to join in our shared journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our church.
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Submit articles: church@sheperdofthehills.org
Address corrections: church@shepherdofthehills.org

Article deadline for May issue of The Voice is Monday, April 15, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.
Leadership Retreat Follow Up
Friday, April 5
Fellowship Hall

9:00—Noon
Light refreshments

GriefShare Support Group with Marilyn Foster (Stephen Ministry Leader and
counselor), and Frank Nothaft. GriefShare Support Group will be on Wednesdays
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. For those who have had a loss or death of a loved one.
Sessions are self contained, so come at anytime during the 13 week sessions!
Please call the church office to register - 623-584-2280.
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A CONGREGATION THAT ACTS LIKE JESUS
STILL AN URGENT NEED
When the Rev. Billy Still gave the message this weekend, he shared about his personal experience with the Inn Ministry in Tucson, AZ. The
Inn serves documented asylum families as they transition from ICE detention facilities into the homes of their sponsors without
understanding the language, culture, geography, and transportation systems. At The Inn, families are able to get shelter, a change of
clothes, a shower, warm food, and help with the logistics of transportation for which they or their sponsors are assuming costs. At SHUMC
we are proud to be supporters of The Inn Project in Tucson, as a response to Jesus’ call to love our neighbor, feed the hungry, comfort the
afflicted. We are so grateful for each one of you who contributed beyond our expectations so that our congregation can respond with
hospitality and love.
Still, the need has come much closer to us, since ICE has been releasing hundreds of documented, qualified asylum immigrants on the
streets of Phoenix. Sadly the Greyhound Bus station is overwhelmed with demands for their services and these families do not have a place
to go while they wait for transportation to take them to their sponsors in various parts of the country. Imagine how you would feel stranded
on the streets of any city, cold or hot, hungry and thirsty, dirty and ragged. As a result, The Inn is expanding to meet those needs. Two
United Methodist Churches in Phoenix and Glendale are hosting and organizing in response to the immediate need. Our district
Superintendent, Nancy Cushman wrote a helpful and comprehensive guide to assisting https://dscumc.org/2019/03/an-urgent-need-in-ourdistrict/ with hosting and hospitality, on-site volunteering, transportation, food preparation and serving, clothing, medical assistance,
translation and travel coordination.
The Mission Committee is working on this project and will be offering more opportunities to be in mission with The Inn. Thank you so much
for what you do and what you give for others. For more information, please contact:
Mary Jane Banfield, Mission Chair
623-975-2356 or banfielde@aol.com
Pastor Alma Aguirre-Olivares
623-584-2280 or pastoralma@shepherdofthehills.org

Applebee’s Flapjack Breakfast for UMCOR Mission Trip
When: Saturday, April 6
8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
Tickets: $8.00
Tickets go on sale March 16th
or can be purchased that day at Applebee’s
The 2019 UMCOR Mission Trip is excited about this years’ trip to Salt Lake City, Utah in October, to work at the UMCOR West
Depot. We are very thankful & blessed for all the support we have received from SHUMC & others.
Our Cut & Sew was successful. The Sew Happy Group has been working diligently sewing shorts for the UMCOR West Depot
Distribution. We thank all who are helping with our UMCOR project.

BE PART OF THE SHUMC FAMILY PICTURE ON

PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND (APRIL 13 & 14)
SATURDAY 5:15 p.m.
SUNDAY 10:15 a.m.

?

SEE YOURSELF IN THE
40TH CELEBRATION YEARBOOK.
(AVAILABLE IN OCTOBER)
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A Word from the Pastor
Dear Friends
As we move into April I am delighted by all the growth in my garden. Everything
has been so bleak and brown, but now tiny leaves appear daily on the vitex tree
outside the back door, and on the crepe myrtles to the west of the back porch. The
bougainvillea that froze along the back fence are sprouting back up from the
ground. I am optimistically planting a couple roses, this time around the back
porch. The last ones, planted too near the hot driveway last spring, wilted and
died. Meanwhile my friends in the Midwest and East are posting pictures of
crocuses and daffodils, sometimes poking up through the snow.
The whole creation declares the glory of our God, making real God’s renewing,
resurrecting, life giving power. And we who follow Jesus eagerly anticipate the morning coming soon when
we can stand together in worship and declare: Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! Is there anything
better?
Can anything stand above the gospel message that death does not have the last word; that our God has the
last word, and God’s last word is LIFE? Those first followers of Jesus were so afraid, so undone, so sure
that the end had come. They huddled behind locked doors after his death on the cross, unsure where to go
and what to do, but certain that the promise and hope that had seemed so real in him had been buried in that
tomb.
Until the third day, when he was not there. Even then, they couldn’t imagine what had happened, until they
experienced his living presence among them. Who can blame them? Imagine watching the tomb door
rolling closed with your dearest friend in the world inside; then discovering that his body was no longer
there? The last thing on your mind would be that he had been raised. What an outrageous claim!
And yet it is the claim we make, and the claim we stake our lives on. Jesus who died had been raised from
the dead by the power of God, and was out walking the earth again, bringing healing and hope.
The wonderful truth is that although his bodily presence is no longer earthbound, he still lives, and he still
brings healing and hope, through his wonderful Spirit among us.
Each year we remind ourselves. Each year we remember his life, his death, and his resurrection. This year
the story will begin with a stirring cantata on Saturday and Sunday April 13 and 14, in which the joy of Jesus’
processional into Jerusalem is experienced, followed by the journey through the days leading to his death.
On Maundy Thursday we will remember his Passover meal with his friends, and the way he changed it
forever, giving us the sacrament of Communion. We will offer foot or hand washing, in remembrance of his
humility in washing his disciple’s feet.
On Good Friday we will hear the whole story in a service of darkness, Tenebrae, with readings and special
music.
Don’t miss any of it! And most certainly, be here on either Saturday or Sunday, April 20 or 21, to joyfully
celebrate. We are an Easter people, called into being by the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord. This is
our day to remember and be glad!

Blessings
Pastor Deborah
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Carl McCurdy

02/28/2019

Sue Straubel

03/05/2019

William Vogel

03/25/2019

STILL CONCERNED ABOUT GENERAL
CONFERENCE DECISIONS?
WONDERING WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS?

Please join Pastor Deborah
“For the Bible tells me so” a documentary film.
Sunday, April 7, 2019
2:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Discussion following the film with light refreshments.

Mike and Peggy wish to thank Pastor Deborah, Pastor Alma and
Esther for their visits while Mike was hospitalized. They were greatly
appreciated and extraordinary due to the distance that they had to
drive. We would like to thank everyone for the many prayers, cards
and expressions of concern. We could feel God's presence and
know it was due to the many prayers. It is so comforting to know
that we belong to such a caring congregation.
May God Bless Each of You!
Mike and Peggy Pollay
TRACKING THE TRUSTEES ON THE MOVE!
Thanks to your prayers and gifts the Trustees are at work and accomplishing the following:

Chapel Fire Alarm: Bids have been received for the Chapel fire alarm system. References are being reviewed
before purchase and installation of the system. Thank you to the Imagine 40 More Years Campaign!
Chapel Audio: A good solution has been found to improve the Chapel audio system after many months of
discussion, testing and design. The plan has been approved by Trustees and will be implemented shortly.
Kiosk: A portable credit card Kiosk is being planned to make credit card transactions easier and more
accessible for payments, purchases, gifts to the Church, purchases at rummage sale, etc.
A wide variety of other activities are in progress as we prepare for Summer operations.
A Touch of Spring to Campus: Check out the Master Gardener, Kelly O’Neal’s spring flower bed surrounding the
electronic sign on Meeker. Thank you Kelly! Thank you painters for your expertise in painting the blue tiles on Meeker
Blvd.
Thanks be to God for allowing us to operate many times on faith to make accomplishments beyond our
individual wisdom and means. We are very blessed! Thank you for your support!
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Holy Week
Palm Sunday - April 13 & 14
Saturday 4:00 p.m. &
Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday Celebrations with
Cantata: Portraits of Grace
By Joseph M. Martin in Sanctuary
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Praise Service with Message

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 18
4:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Foot or Hand Washing,
Holy Communion,
Stripping of the
Sanctuary

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
4:00 p.m. IN SANCTUARY
A SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE

IT IS FINISHED!

OF CHRIST’S DEATH
ON THE CROSS

EASTER SERVICES

JOIN US FOR EASTER!

APRIL 20 & 21
SATURDAY 4:00 p.m.
SUNDAY 9:00 a.m.
SUNDAY 10:45 a.m.
ALL SERVICES: A JOYOUS
CELEBRATION OF THE
RESURRECTION!
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LATEST UPDATE ON

PASTOR JEFF EBRIGHT’S
ADVENTURES AT HOME DEPOT
Rev. Godfrey “Jeff” Ebright
Saturday, April 27 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 28 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Jeff and his wife, Lorraine were at Shepherd of the Hills UMC from 2000-2005. For
those who were here during his tenure you will remember the multiple adventures of Jeff at
Home Depot. Lorraine was a beloved member of the choir. Please come and welcome back
Pastor Jeff and Lorraine
IMAGINE 40 MORE
YEARS
Campaign Progress

It happened in 1979:
Egypt & Israel signed a Peace Treaty on
March 22, 1979

March 18, 2019
Pledges 125
Dollars Pledged
$174,305
Dollars Received
$134,394

CHRONIC PAIN SUPPORT GROUP
Please join the Chronic Pain Support Group Nutrition Class on:
Monday, April 29-1:00-3:00 p.m.
Monday, June 3 - 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Questions call Sharon Stewart 623-225-5663
Register SHUMC office 623-584-2280 or stop in.
The Chronic Pain Support Group meets monthly & has various speakers or classes on pain
management. March & June meetings will focus on management of pain using nutrition.
Everyone is welcome!

Week Nine of the Gleaning, 2019
In our ninth week of gleaning there were 22 grapefruit trees
gleaned from the SenPark HOA resulting in a total of 169 total
trees gleaned this year. We are grateful for the 44 volunteers
who worked this ninth week. There were 194 crates filled with
grapefruit, and with an estimate of each crate weighing 50 pounds when filled, that comes to about
9,700 pounds today. If anyone else wishes to volunteer, plan to meet at the church at 9 a.m. on
Wednesday mornings. In addition to the hard work, we are enjoying fun and fellowship with fellow
volunteers.
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UMW NEEDS YOUR HELP
The United Methodist Women at Shepherd invites the congregation to help us fill Easter baskets for the
children served by Valley View Food Bank. Instructions about filling a basket are in front of the office.
Please return your basket by April 4th. There are some supplies in Fellowship Hall (grass, plastic eggs,
some toys and clear plastic bags to go around the baskets.

Baskets to be blessed.

For further information contact Sandy Bradley at 623-546-4476. Thank you for helping us make a child
happy at Easter.

UMW APRIL LUNCHEON, THURSDAY, APRIL 4TH
11:30 a.m. - Fellowship Hall

Sloppy Joes, with Sides and Dessert
Tickets: $8.00 at Kiosk or Office
Please join us for lunch and enjoy the program by “A Mighty Change of Heart”. An organization that
helps children transition into Foster Care living.
Prayer and Self-Denial offering will be taken and Easter Baskets will be blessed.

RUMMAGE SALE UPDATES
Sort & Pack dates are May 3, Sept. 6, Oct. 4 and Nov. 1, which means you can drop off
items in the Fellowship Hall the week prior. So for the first date, you can drop off 4/29 - 5/2.
If those dates do not work for you, the containers will be open the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays each
month for items to be dropped off.
The other important rummage sale dates are: set up 11/1-11/2, 11/4-11/6 and sale 11/7-11/9.
Just a reminder that the items we can’t accept are tube TVs, full size appliances, day or hideabeds, large entertainment
centers, very heavy/bulky items, and items that are stained or torn. A good rule of thumb to think about is, “if you
wouldn’t give it to a friend, then don’t give it to the rummage sale.”
We have three volunteers who are taking requests and they are: Marian Hamman, 623-243-7666 or
marianhamman@hotmail.com; Mary Ann Harris, 623-544-7135 or mah31rlh@gmail.com; Betsy Maple, 573-231-5877 or
lochlady@yahoo.com. Feel free to contact anyone of them and they will provide more details on the process.
Any other questions or if you want to volunteer, please contact Pat Burke at 623-748-3751 or patburke48@gmail.com.

On another note: The Rummage Sale is successful because of all the volunteers who work so tirelessly. Recently, we
lost one of our longest and tireless workers, Margaret Grotemeyer. At one time she was a co-chair and more recently
she was in charge of the clothing. She was almost always at the sort and packs and was at every sale. She could be
counted on to do anything that was asked of her – always with a smile and cheerful attitude. Throughout the year, she
would collect donations from her friends and others. Then of course so many of her Pickleball friends would come and
help with the set up which was a reflection of their love for her. Even though we miss her we are comforted knowing
she was joyously welcomed into heaven. Someday we will see you again Margaret!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND – OUR 2ND ANNUAL TEA PARTY
HOLD THE DATE – MAY 17TH AT 11:30 a.m. HOSTED BY THE YA YA’S
IN RECOGNITION OF OUR CHURCHES UPCOMING 40TH ANNIVERSARY,
WE WILL BE LOOKING BACK AT 1979. HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US!
LOOK FOR UPDATES!
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2018 MISSION COMMITTEE PROJECTS
The purpose of the Mission Committee is: Each month, the Committee focuses on collecting “things” and/or financial contributions to
support local, national or international agencies.
In 2018, there were several ongoing projects:
Coups for Troops is a government program set up to assist military families stationed overseas by providing
them with manufacturers ’ coupons that may be used in the base commissary for up to 6 months from the
coupon expiration date. Coupons are collected and mailed to military bases.
Members and friends of SHUMC sort food each month at St. Mary’s Food Bank.
Food is collected monthly for Valley View Food Bank.
The “things” that were collected in 2018 were:
Citrus gleaned by a group of SHUMC members and Sun City West Pride members. St. Mary’s Food Bank was the recipient of
the citrus.
Many contributions of underwear and socks were given during Undies Sundays for clients of UMOM.
Craft items and a coffee pot for Benevilla’s Mary’s Place, which is the only day program in Arizona that specializes in the
advanced stages of dementia-related disorders.
Snacks for UMOM’s Tumbleweed Center, a program to help young people move from the street to self-sufficient adulthood.
Personal hygiene and school items for children participating in Dysart Community Center programs, which provide educational
and developmental opportunities for low-income children and adults in local communities.
Bedding for Justa Center clients moving from homelessness to apartments.
UMW-made clothing for A Mighty Change of Heart, a program to support children in foster care in Arizona.
Christmas bags filled with toys and games for children whose families are clients of Valley View Food Bank.
Financial contributions were made to these agencies and programs:
$3,907.55 to Valley View Food Bank.
$4,646 in an Easter collection for Circle the City and UMOM’s Tumbleweed Center. Circle the City is a health care program for
homeless persons in Maricopa County. UMOM’s Tumbleweed Center is a program to help young people move from the
street to self-sufficient adulthood.
$1,000 to Benevilla’s Mary’s Place , which is the only day program in Arizona that specializes in the advanced stages of dementia
-related disorders.
$1,000 for the GED program at Dysart Community Center
$510 for three scholarships to a UMC camping retreat for those with HIV/AIDS and their caregivers. Donation of $2,000 to A
Mighty Change of Heart, a program to support children in foster care in Arizona.
$700 for Justa Center.
$716 for Habitat for Humanity, also supported by the United Methodist Church, as a means of assisting families in need of
affordable housing.
$3,158 in a Thanksgiving/Christmas collection for monthly UMOM dinners and for Valley View Food Bank.
$1,950 in sales of Christmas cards and donations for shelter at UMOM.

UNDIES SUNDAY
Can you imagine how happy homeless men, women and children will be when they receive the wonderful, new
underwear you gave for the March mission project? For your information, the following items were donated:
Women’s underwear- 106
4 sports bras
44 pairs of socks
2 T-shirts
Girls’ underwear-121
156 pairs of socks

Men’s briefs-98
boxers-30
106 pairs of socks
11 T-shirts

Boys’ briefs- 55
37 pairs of socks
10 baby socks
343 diapers of all sizes

Thank you for your kind, generosity. Your gifts will make so many people feel special.
Mary Jane Banfield, Mission Chair
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Currently Pastor Deborah has a Lenten Study underway for six weeks entitled, “Real
Faith For Real Life” based on the book by Michael W. Foss.
We are also continuing the Life Changing Bible Study on Friday mornings at 11:30 a.m. in
the Sacristy. This is a study you can join at any time or you can use the study for your
daily devotionals. And if you miss a day or two, that is okay. The way it works is that you
begin by asking God to speak to you through the reading then you write down the verse
that meant something to you, then your observation of the scripture, the application to
your life and a prayer to help you apply the lesson. If you chose to join the group, you can share some of what you
learned in your private devotion. Based on responses from some of the participants, this is life changing as we gain
new Biblical truths through our study and are challenged to change some of our behavior.
The Education Committee is working on identifying teachers/facilitators and classes of interest. We would like your
input. We have developed a questionnaire that some in leadership have filled out and now we would invite the
congregation to provide input. The questionnaire can be found on a table outside the church office; however, here are
the questions to review ahead of time:
What helps you personally grow spiritually, as a disciple of Christ, as a participant in the transformation of the
world?
What can the Education Team do to ensure you are personally receiving the appropriate opportunities to grow as
a Christian, a disciple of Christ, a participant in the transformation of the world?
What would make it irresistible and viable, for you to personally partake in those opportunities?
The Education Team’s goal is to have a robust educational program that helps everyone grow spiritually and in
discipleship. Please help us in determining what we should offer.
Any questions or comments can be dropped in the Education Committee’s mail slot.

SHUMC VOLUNTEERS HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The photo shows the volunteers who participated in February, 2019. They are:
Stan Van Peursem, Bryan McIntyre, Tom Longabaugh, John Riddle, Frank
Nothaft, Barbara Berry, Tom Richardson, Bev Birdsell, Richard McBee, Becky
Fay, Mary Giese and Tina Madson.
Once a month for the past few years, members and friends of Shepherd of the
Hills Church have volunteered at St. Mary’s Food Bank. St. Mary’s distributes
foods to hungry families in nine Arizona counties. In addition, St. Mary’s provides children’s feeding programs in schools and community centers and provides a training program so that adults can be successful in the food service industry.
St. Mary’s Food Bank Volunteers

In 2018, an average of 10 people volunteered at the food bank each month with
SHUMC. The task of the group is to open bags and boxes that have been donated by individuals and companies and
then to sort the food into bins by type, such as cans of vegetables, boxes of cereal, etc. We meet at the food bank,
which is located at 13050 W. Elm Street in Surprise, on the third Thursday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
Heavy lifting is not required. More volunteers are needed. Please contact Becky Fay at 623-518-9502.
LET US PRAY BY CAROL HILDER
EASTER
A risen Christ

No greater love nor sacrifice

is the joy of my life

will there ever be again.

for He died to forgive our sins.

Thank you, Jesus
Amen
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TOUR OF JUSTA AND UMOM CENTERS
Sixteen members and friends of SHUMC recently toured Justa Center and
UMOM New Day Center, both located in downtown Phoenix. These are
programs that are generously supported by SHUMC and the United Methodist
Church.

UMOM CAMPUS

Justa Center provides a place for homeless persons aged 55 and older to go
to receive help finding housing and lost documents (such as a birth
certificate), medical care, a daily meal, and counseling. There are computers
for individuals to use for job searches and to keep in touch with family
members by email. They can use showers, laundry facilities and receive mail
at Justa Center. Many of the individuals are military veterans and they can
get assistance with veterans’ services. The number of people using Justa
Center is increasing and the board of directors will be looking for a larger
facility.

UMOM New Day Center’s mission is to restore hope and to help rebuild lives by providing shelter, services and affordable housing
for people experiencing homelessness. There are shelter programs for single women and families with children to stay on either an
emergency or extended stay basis. Homeless teenagers can find a safe place to stay and help with homework. Job training,
counseling and assistance in finding affordable housing are provided for adults and older teens. In addition, child care, meals and
clothing are available. Every night, over 170 homeless families receive safe shelter at UMOM.
The SHUMC group had a very good lunch at Helpings Café, which is a restaurant run by UMOM. Purchases there generate funding
for assistance to clients of UMOM, including job training in the food service industry.
- Becky Fay, Missions Committee

——————————————————————————CUT LINE———–————————————————————————--

2019 ORDER FORM FOR EASTER FLOWERS
Donor Name(s):
Quantity

$10.00 per Plant or Honorarium

I will pick-up my flower. The flower can be picked up after the 10:45
Easter service.
I wish to donate only
Your choice for entry in the bulletin:

In Honor of
In Memory of
To The Glory of God

(Donor name(s) will be in bulletin)

Please make your check payable to: SHUMC (Shepherd of the Hills UMC)
And in the Memo: “Flowers”
Please place your check and this filled out form in an envelope marked “Flowers” and hand it to someone
in the church office. If the office is closed, place it in the mailbox outside the church office, or place it in the
Offering Plate. Sorry, no orders after April 7.

Thank you for helping adorn our church at Easter.
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Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church

13658 W. Meeker Boulevard
Sun City West AZ 85375-3750

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER
PROMPTLY

The Shepherd’s Voice

March 30-31

Real Faith for Real Life: Bible Reading
Psalm 1:1-3

April 6-7

Real Faith for Real Life: Generosity
Luke 6:38

April 14-15

Palm Sunday - Cantata Saturday - 4:00 p.m.
Cantata Sunday -9:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday 10:45- Praise Service with Message

April 18

Maundy Thursday 4:00 p.m.

April 19

Good Friday 4:00 p.m.

April 20-21

Easter - All Services: A Joyous Celebration of the Resurrection
Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

April 27-28

Guest Preacher: Godfrey “Jeff” Ebright
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