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Note on the service (from The Book of Common Prayer): 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all meaning in the resurrection.  

Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised. 

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death,  

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come,  

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,  

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have  

for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death.  

Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that  

one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, 

 we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 
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On October 6, 2021, John Miles passed peacefully from this life at the skilled 

nursing facility of BridgePoint Hospital in Washington D.C. He had suffered acute 

health problems for three years, through which he consistently displayed a valiant, 

stalwart, and patient spirit. Born in Cardiff, Wales on August 4, 1942, he migrated 

to the USA with his wife Cheryl after a long and distinguished working life in 

higher education and research, consultancies and diplomacy.  A graduate of Keele 

University in the United Kingdom, John obtained his doctorate in African history 

from the School of Oriental and African Studies of the University of London.  

Dr John Miles lived and worked in the United Kingdom, in Ghana, West Africa, 

in his wife’s country of birth, Guyana, in Venezuela and Brazil where he 

accompanied her on diplomatic postings, and in the United States. A lifelong 

bibliophile, in his retirement he became an accomplished and well-liked bookseller 

at the Barnes and Noble outlet in Tyson’s Corner, McLean.  

John is survived by his partner of 51 years, Marilyn Cheryl Miles; by his two sons 

Gareth and Stephen Miles; by Dillan, Laila and Mia Miles, the children of his son 

Stephen and his daughter in law, Mamta Mehta Miles; and by his sisters Pauline 

Chater and Marilyn Thomas.   

He is preceded in death by his parents, Daniel Ronald Miles and Joyce Irene Powell 

Miles of Cardiff, Wales. 
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Opening Voluntary 

 

Remembrances  

 

Opening Hymn LEVAS 60        How great thou art Swedish Folk Melody 
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A Collect for Burial   (BCP p. 493) 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother, John Miles. 

We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a 

companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us 

who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet 

confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited 

with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

The First Reading (seated)  Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain 

    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

    for the Lord has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, 

    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

    This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm   Psalm 23 Dominus regit me 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

    I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

    and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

    and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 
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    for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

    you have anointed my head with oil, 

    and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

The Second Reading (seated)  Revelation 21:2-7 
 

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 

thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who 

conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my 

children. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel (all standing)   John 10:11-16 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 

hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I 

am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 

sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 

my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Homily    The Rev’d Matthew Dumont-Machowski 

 

Apostles’ Creed (all standing) 
 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People (all standing)      (BCP p. 497) 

 

For our brother John, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am 

Resurrection and I am Life.”  
 

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn 

for John, and dry the tears of those who weep.  

Hear us, Lord.  
 

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.  

Hear us, Lord.  
 

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.  

Hear us, Lord.  
 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of 

heaven. 

Hear us, Lord.  
 

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him 

fellowship with all your saints.  
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Hear us, Lord.  
 

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your 

heavenly kingdom.  

Hear us, Lord.  
 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our 

consolation, and eternal life our hope.  
 

Silence may be kept 
 

The Celebrant concludes 
 

Father of all, we pray to you for John, and for all those whom we love but see no 

longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May his soul 

and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

 

The Peace  
 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People   And also with you.  

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Offertory  
 

During the offertory anthem you are invited to make a gift to God’s mission offered through 

the Episcopal Relief and Development by using the plate. 

  

The Great Thanksgiving                    Eucharistic Prayer A                        (BCP p. 361) 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 
 

Sanctus Hymn S-129                  Holy, holy, holy Lord               Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
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Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 

one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 

gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 

your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 

that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom.   
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 
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The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen.

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept.  

 

Fraction Anthem S-154          Christ our Passover   David Hurd (b. 1950) 
 

Celebrant 

 
 

 



14 

 

People 

 
Celebrant 

and 

People  

 

The Invitation to Communion                                                                                   
 

All baptized Christians are welcome and invited to receive Holy Communion at this time. 

Should you desire to receive, the ushers will direct you to one of the stations where the clergy 

will offer the host by gently dropping the wafer in your hands while avoiding touching your 

hands. Please then step aside and consume the host, then quietly return to your seat. 
 

Communion Hymn WLP812      I the Lord of sea and sky 
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16 
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Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                 (BCP p. 498) 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

People and Celebrant 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the 

spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and 

have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 

may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 

kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of 

joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Commendation 

The Celebrant  
 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 

where sorrow and pain are no more,  

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, 

formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you 

created me, saying,“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to 

the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,  

where sorrow and pain are no more,  

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant John. Acknowledge, 

we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner 



18 

 

of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 

rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 

Closing Hymn Guide me, O thou great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda
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The Committal 
 

The Celebrant then says the following anthem 
 

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; 

and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
 

He that raised up Jesus from the dead 

will also give life to our mortal bodies, 

by his Spirit that dwelleth in us. 
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Wherefore my heart is glad, and my spirit rejoiceth; 

my flesh also shall rest in hope. 
 

Thou shalt show me the path of life; 

in thy presence is the fullness of joy, 

and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore. 
 

Then, while earth is cast upon the coffin, the Celebrant says 
 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we commend to Almighty God our brother John; and we commit his body to 

the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless him and keep 

him, the Lord make his face to shine upon him and be gracious unto him, the Lord 

lift up his countenance upon him and give him peace. Amen. 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The celebrant continues 
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Remember thy servant John, O Lord, according to the favor which thou bearest unto 

thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from 

strength to strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord: 

And let light perpetual shine upon him. 
 

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant dismisses the people with these words 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant: Make you 

perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing 

in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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+   +   +   +   + 

 

Friends are invited to join the family for a reception immediately following  

in the Parish Hall underneath the Contemporary Church. 
 

Memorial donations may be made to Episcopal Relief and Development 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org.  
 

+   +   +   +   + 

 

 

  

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/
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All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights reserved. Used with permission. All scripture passages are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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The Falls Church is a parish of The Episcopal Church, a member of the worldwide Anglican Communion. 

We share ministry with Christians in the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia. 

 

The Most Rev’d. and Rt. Hon. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Bishop Suffragan and Ecclesiastical Authority, Diocese of Virginia 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assisting Bishop 

 

Vestry 

vestry@thefallschurch.org 

Paul Rosbolt (Senior Warden), Margaret Stromecki (Junior Warden), Erin Cline (Stewardship Warden), Roger 

Cline (Building & Grounds), Scott Cole (Invite-Welcome-Connect, Hospitality), Nick Donlan (Finance), Amanda 

Dupree (Communications, Personnel, Vestry Liaison), Krista Gauthier (Children & Families), Christine Gilbert 

(Communications, Stewardship, Vestry Liaison), Geoff Kannan (Pastoral Care, Worship & Music), Jill Kettler 

(Outreach), Barb Mantegani (Racial Justice), Tom Disantis, Treasurer (Finance), Megan Patrick, Registrar (Youth) 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev’d. Burl Salmon, Rector 

The Rev’d. Matthew Dumont-Machowski, Associate Rector 

Julie Huang Tucker, Director of Music 

Lauren Breeden, Director of Children’s and Family Ministries 

John Wunderlich IV, Director of Youth Ministries 

D’Oniece Shaw Dillard, Parish Administrator 

Lynden James, Building & Grounds Supervisor 

Claire Hardie, Financial Assistant 

 

The Falls Church 

115 East Fairfax Street 

Falls Church, Virginia 22046 

703.241.0003 

thefallschurch.org 
 

 


