
Our parish vestry consists of twelve members elected from the congregation, plus the
Rector. Per the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church, the vestry “shall be
agents and legal representatives of the Parish in all matters concerning its corporate
property and the relations of the Parish to its Clergy.” 

According to our own parish bylaws, vestry members are elected to serve three-year
terms, with terms staggered so that four new members are elected each year. The bylaws
also call for the outgoing vestry members to constitute a nominating committee for the
next vestry class. This year, the nominating committee consists of Roger Cline, Nick
Donlan, and Christine Gilbert.

The committee has met several times over the last two months and gathered information
and recommendations from the parish and the vestry. They are pleased to nominate the
following individuals for election to The Falls Church vestry at the upcoming annual
meeting:

VESTRY NOMINEES 2023



HEATHER ASHBY
I’m honored to be nominated to serve on The Falls Church Episcopal Vestry. Our family
has been attending TFCE since 2017 when we moved to FCC from Arlington. After
experiencing the music, worship and community of the church, we knew that it was the
right place for us. 

You can usually find me sitting amongst a small army of little girls at the 9:00am service
with Vivienne (7) and Jordan (17) and my husband Greg when he isn’t away flying
airplanes. For the last couple of years I have found lots of joy teaching in the Children’s
ministry with 2nd and 3rd graders and now the preschool class. Outside of TFCE I run a
global government affairs department for a medical technology company and am
completing a graduate degree at Georgetown University.

TFCE is such an important part of our family as well as the community around us and I am
thrilled to be called to serve at such a critical time for our church.



MATTHEW
HARRINGTON

I began attending the Falls Church in the fall of 2021. After just a few weeks of “parish
shopping”, I knew I found a home in TFC. Since joining the parish, I have been blessed to
be a part of the strategic planning committee, stewardship, and Invite-Welcome-
Connect. I also serve as a reader for the 11:15 a.m. service and actively participate in the
20s&30s group. Outside of church, I work at a small transaction advisory firm and have
served on the board of directors for the Virginia PACE Authority, a small non-profit that
provides clean-energy financing options for property owners.

I am incredibly honored to be nominated to serve on vestry. Over such a short period of
time, I have seen this parish exemplify what it means to be a follower of Jesus by offering
unconditional love and acceptance. I cannot wait to help TFC continue to provide its
radical welcome to all who seek it.



KOFI MCCLEARY
I am honored to be considered for, and excited by the possibility of, serving on the vestry
of The Falls Church. I am a lifelong Episcopalian. Growing up I attended Trinity Episcopal
Church in northwest DC. When my wife Kim and I moved to Arlington in 2013, there was
a temptation to return to attending services at the National Cathedral where I was
confirmed and attended regularly in my 20s. But we wanted to find a parish where we
could be part of a strong local community as we had at our previous parish, Christ Church
in Charlotte, NC. 

The first Sunday that Kim and I attended The Falls Church in 2014 was the first Sunday
after the final legal ruling that ended the challenge to the Episcopal Church’s right to the
property. It was a coincidence that we took as a great sign for us to join this faith
community and commit to helping with the work needed to grow The Falls Church into a
sustainable, vibrant, and healthy parish. 

Over these past 9 years, our commitment to The Falls Church as our spiritual home has
continued and grown. I served for two years as the chair of the stewardship committee. It
was an opportunity for me to bring the skills from a career in sales leadership to serve a
greater good. Through the years I have been active in the Bailey’s Crossroads Shelter
ministry, the weekly bridge group, the annual retreat at Shrinemont, and the Men’s
Breakfast group, as well as helping out wherever was needed. The role I am most proud of
having served is vestry spouse, and husband to the Senior Warden, during Kim’s vestry
term. 

I look forward to continuing to serve The Falls Church in a variety of capacities over many
years, including as a vestry member if elected to serve during this very important time in
the life of our parish. 



DAVID SCHARRE
My wife Jan and I moved to northern Virginia in 2018 to retire and be near our two sons,
their wives, and our (now 5) grandchildren. When we joined The Falls Church in the
summer of 2019, two things immediately impressed me. First, for being as old as it is, it’s
a very young congregation; we loved the energy, enthusiasm, diversity, and vibrancy that
filled the space. And second, after hearing the Church’s 250-year story of growth,
struggle, rebirth, and renewal, it seemed to me that God really wanted something special
to be happening here. 

Since joining, we’ve slowly made our way into the life of the congregation. We’ve
participated in one of the Sacred Ground programs, have been regular participants in the
ongoing book discussion group, and since we began regathering post-COVID we’ve been
supporting the coffee hour preparation and cleanup on a fairly regular basis, among other
activities. I’ve been a member of the Buildings & Grounds committee since it was formed
a little over two years ago, where I try to apply to the care and maintenance of our
extensive church property some of the experiences I’ve learned from a career as an
engineer involved in infrastructure planning, design, construction, and program
management. 

I’ve previously served on vestries at a couple of Episcopal parishes in the Chicago area,
and have served as Registrar of The Falls Church Vestry for the past year (a position
described as having voice but no vote). I’ve been very impressed with the commitment
the parish leadership has to the mission of the Church as “a welcoming community, … a
beacon of faith, hope, and love to all”, and with their ability to engage, when necessary, in
deep and respectful discussions of sometimes difficult issues of concern. I look forward to
the opportunity, as a full-fledged member of the Vestry, to further support the Church’s
efforts at serving both our parishioners and the surrounding community and continuing
The Falls Church’s legacy of doing God’s work. 


