
How reliable is any of this? 
 
So if you were to guess, how old is the Bible? 
 
When do you think the first written text of the Bible was written? 
 
How long do you think that the oral traditions existed before anything was written down? 
 
Does that make you more or less confident in the Bible? 
 
Would you consider our world a written or oral tradition, how do we pass down our story? 
 
When we tell stories, we tend to retell them with some exaggeration. Sometimes for fun, 
sometimes to prove a point, sometimes to make the story more funny. In oral traditions do you 
think this still happens? Why or why not? 
 
How does any of this help you understand the history of the Bible? 
 
The truth is that the Bibles long oral tradition might make it more reliable in terms of the 
historical traditions of the Jewish people. The same stories were told over and over again the 
same way and so when they were eventually written do the oral dictation that was transferred 
to paper. Later on in Jewish history, mush of religious education involved memorization of 
scripture. 
 
Have you ever had to memorize anything? 
 
How difficult was it? What challenges did you encounter? 
 
I want you to try it again. Take some time and try to memorize this paragraph (see below). 
When you think you have it memorized, rewrite the paragraph from memory.  
 
Sunset is the time of day when our sky meets the outer space solar winds. There are 
blue, pink, and purple swirls, spinning and twisting, like clouds of balloons caught in a 
whirlwind. The sun moves slowly to hide behind the line of horizon, while the moon 
races to take its place in prominence atop the night sky. People slow to a crawl, 
entranced, fully forgetting the deeds that must still be done. There is a coolness, a 
calmness, when the sun does set. 
 
Now compare your paragraph to the one you tried to memorize. How much did you get wrong? 
How much did you get right? 
 
Can you imagine doing this with 5 books of the Bible? To be specific, can you imagine doing this 
with Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy? That is what you had to do for 
religious education and you had to be able to recite it word-for-word. 


