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 I am both humbled and honored to be the senior warden of the Falls Church and by the 

incredible outpouring of support, trust, and confidence that I have received over the past 

couple of weeks. I pray daily that I am worthy of it and my promise to you is that I will 

work tirelessly to earn that trust and confidence.  

 

For the past eight months, I have served in the role of junior warden and during that 

time I have had the privilege to get to know so many of you, to see the incredible work 

of the Buildings & Grounds team, to work alongside Fr. Matthew and our talented staff 

in their various ministries, to work with one of the most gifted group of people I have 

ever worked with- the vestry, and to have the opportunity to see firsthand the vision, 

dedication, and love that Fr. Burl has for this parish.  

 

In those eight months, the majority of my time has been spent working with Fr. Burl and 

our Strategic Task force on our strategic plan that takes what came out of our parish-

wide visioning sessions and puts it into actionable goals that will take us through the 

next five years and beyond. We will roll out the plan this fall, and in preparation for that 

today I will talk briefly about the vision behind the plan and goals, to show all of you, that 

even with some challenges ahead, the future of The Falls Church is bright.  

 

The Strategic Task Force has developed five main goals with the Financial Task Force 

working the numbers to see what is possible. The Task Force does not see these as 

individual goals but rather goals that are woven together to help us achieve the vision 

that came out of those visioning sessions.  

 

The first of these goals is to achieve financial stability. To build the kingdom and to 

continue to be a beacon for justice and equity, transforming all those who enter, we 

need to have a strong foundation. To achieve that financial stability, we will not only 

work on ways to increase pledging and weave stewardship into the fabric of who we are 

but also creatively and proactively increase our profile in our community through events, 

rentals, and other revenue streams that not only increase revenue but will bring more 

and more people into this wonderful place.  

 

The four remaining goals will focus on the three areas that came through loud and clear 

in the visioning sessions - wounded faithful, LGBTQ+, and children and youth. At the 

heart of these goals are our liturgy and our music program with one of the four goals 

centering on offering worship that heals and nourishes the wounded faithful. Alongside 

nourishing the wounded faithful through worship and music, another one of our goals is 



to provide a place for the heart and mind to examine lived faith. By becoming a center 

for open dialogue on the myriad of issues and challenges that we face as a nation, such 

as racial and economic inequality, and by increasing our profile for witness to a 

progressive Christianity, we continue to grow in our role as a beacon for justice and 

equity. Overlapping with that goal is to become a center for LGTBQ+ Christianity, a 

place where everyone can feel safe to be who they are and where we can continue to 

have open dialogue with each other and with other organizations, churches, and 

community members. And finally, our children and youth…recognizing that our children 

and youth are an integral part of our community we have developed a goal that builds 

on the amazing programs John and Lauren have already established by bringing 

children and youth into all aspects of our community - from worship, to leadership, to 

outreach…everything that is the Falls Church. This goal also recognizes too that 

formation does not end when you are 18, and so this goal seeks to create a seamless 

formation program that guides and nurtures all of us, no matter our age.  

 

So, as I begin my new role, I want to extend a few thank yous. To Fr. Burl for his faith in 

me and more importantly this place and everyone here. I am so excited to work 

alongside him, the vestry, and the congregation to build the Kingdom. To Fr. Matthew, 

Lauren, John, Ellie, and the entire staff for their tireless work and dedication, to the 

strategic and financial task forces for their countless hours in turning a vision into a plan, 

to the vestry and all the ministries and volunteers who have dedicated their time and 

energy to make sure this place is all that it can be and more.  

 

And on a personal note, I would like to take a moment to thank my family, our two 

amazing daughters Lia and Katy, and my incredibly supportive and infinitely patient 

husband Dave. To be senior warden is not just a call that I answer but that all of us as a 

family answer. And we do so because of everything this place is and is becoming. From 

the moment we entered in January 2018 and were greeted by Robin Rosbolt who then 

found us later to make sure we had a red envelope. To our tour with Jim Councilor and 

Rev. Michael that very same day when we learned of the powerful history of this place. 

To a group of moms at coffee hour extending me a personal invitation to join the mom’s 

bible study and Lauren and John and their incredible group of volunteers accepting all 

of our children and showing them what it means to be truly loved for who they are. To all 

the activities and outreach ministries that have nourished our souls - Shrine Mont, apple 

gleaning, food packing and more, to the countless formations that have shaped our faith 

and carried us on our journey, to most recently the way so many of you-Fr. Burl and Fr. 

Matthew, the vestry, the staff, and the entire congregation-have come together to have 

open dialogue, share thoughts, offer help and support, and acted with dedication and 

love for this place…and all the other countless examples of how the Spirit moves 

through and embraces this special place. We have accepted this call because we 



believe with all our hearts that it is not an accident nor a coincidence that all of us are 

here at this moment but that the Spirit, in her infinite wisdom, has brought us together 

not in spite of, but BECAUSE of, our different opinions, backgrounds, beliefs, families, 

and journeys. Because she knows that uniting all of us and bringing us together in our 

unique but common love of this place, for one another, and above all for God, we can 

and we will build the Kingdom here. Because together, each and every one of us, we 

are The Falls Church. 


