
Romans: Reading someone else’s mail 
 
What do you know about Ancient Rome? 
 
How did they treat first century Jews and Christians? 
 
When we open up any of Paul’s letters to the early Church, we see some pretty familiar 
structure. 
 
If you were to write a letter (I know you don’t actually do this anymore, think text message or 
even email) to someone that you haven’t talked to in a while, how would you begin? 
 
What would a simple greeting look like in a letter? 
 
I would think that you would say hello, tell them why you are writing to them, and ask them 
how they were. Something along the lines of ‘Hey, what’s up? Haven’t heard from you in a 
while and wanted to make sure you were okay.’ 
 
If you open to Romans Chapter 1 (click here), can you identify where Paul does this? 
 
Now what about if you were writing to someone with a purpose? You wanted to reconnect, or 
you wanted update them about your life? 
 
Paul really wants to deal with some issues in Rome in this letter. He doesn’t skip the formalities; 
he just gets into the issues quickly. Read Chapter 1. What are some of the issues that Paul 
wants to deal with in Rome? 
 
Obviously, the original intent of the letter to the 1st century Romans who were beginning to 
follow the teaching of Jesus. So how much of it applies to us today? 
 
You do not have to settle on an answer to this question today, tomorrow, or even ever. This is 
one of the questions that people have been asking for a long time. There are absolutely things 
that can be learned from Paul’s letters even if you do not think they apply to us anymore.  
 
In the 1st chapter, there are already a number of grievances that Paul lists. Do any of them seem 
like things that churches are, or could be, still struggling with in the 21st century? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1&version=NRSV

