
Examples of Defining “Patient” 
Jurisdiction Language  
Louisiana Administrative Code 
Subchapter B: General 
Provisions, §123 Definitions 

Client ― recipient of services, advice, education and/or 
recommendations for activities related to wellness and preventive 
services including conditioning, injury prevention, reduction of 
stress, or promotion of fitness 
 
Patient — the recipient of physical therapy services pursuant to a 
plan of care, treatment plan or program 

New Jersey Administrative Code 
13:39A-3.10 SEXUAL 
MISCONDUCT 

"Patient" means any person who is the recipient of physical therapy 
examination, evaluation, instruction, or treatment rendered by a 
licensee. 
 
"Patient-therapist relationship" means a relationship between a 
licensed physical therapist or a licensed physical therapist assistant 
and a patient wherein the licensee owes a continuing duty to the 
patient to render physical therapy services consistent with his or 
her training and experience. 

Oregon Administrative Rules 
848-045-0020 (2)(n) 

Engages in any sexual conduct, including dating, with a patient, 
whether initiated by the patient or the licensee. For purposes of this 
subsection, "patient" includes any person who has not been 
discharged from that therapist's care; 

Washington Administrative 
Code 246-16-020 (5) 

"Patient" or "client" means an individual who receives health care 
from a health care provider 

International Examples of Defining “Patient” 
Physiotherapy Alberta (CA) 
College and Association, 
Standards of Practice, Glossary 

Patient (in regards to Sexual Abuse and Sexual Misconduct 
Standard): An individual is a patient of a physiotherapist when they 
are a recipient of physiotherapy services and a therapeutic 
relationship is formed. This occurs when a physiotherapist has 
engaged in one or more of the following activities:  
 
• Gathered clinical information to assess an individual  
• Contributed to a health record or file for the individual  
• Provided a diagnosis  
• Provided physiotherapy advice or treatment  
• Charged or received payment from the individual or third party on 
behalf of the individual for physiotherapy services provided  
• Received consent from an individual for recommended 
physiotherapy services  
 
 

Health & Care Professions 
Council (UK) Standards of 
Conduct, performance and 
ethics 

Service user 
Anyone who uses or is affected by the services of registrants, for 
example, patients or clients. 
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