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Parshat Beshalach & Scout Shabbat 
February 8, 2025 | 10th of Sh’vat, 5785 

Rabbi Mitchell Berkowitz 
B’nai Israel Congregation 

 
Trust and Commitment 

 
1. Scout Oath (https://www.scouting.org/about/) 

On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to 
help other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 
straight. 

 
 
2. Scout Law (https://www.scouting.org/about/) 

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, 
clean, and reverent. 

 
 
3. Exodus 14:8-14 
8God sSffened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he gave 
chase to the Israelites. As the Israelites were deparSng 
defiantly, 9the EgypSans gave chase to them, and all the 
chariot horses of Pharaoh, his riders, and his warriors 
overtook them encamped by the sea, near Pi-hahiroth, before 
Baal-zephon. 10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught 
sight of the EgypSans advancing upon them. Greatly 
frightened, the Israelites cried out to God. 11And they said to 
Moses, “Was it for want of graves in Egypt that you brought us 
to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, taking us 
out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 
saying, ‘Let us be, and we will serve the EgypSans, for it is 
be]er for us to serve the EgypSans than to die in the 
wilderness’?” 13But Moses said to the people, “Have no fear! 
Stand by, and witness the deliverance that God will work for 
you today; for the EgypSans whom you see today you will 
never see again. 14God will ba]le for you; you hold your 
peace!” 

 ףדֹּ֕רְיִּוַ םיִרַ֔צְמִ yלֶמֶ֣ ה֙עֹרְפַּ בלֵ֤־תאֶ ׳ה קזֵּ֣חַיְוַ
 ד֥יָבְּ םיאִ֖צְיֹ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְוּ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְּ ירֵ֖חֲאַ
 ם֙תָוֹא וּגישִּׂ֤יַּוַ םהֶ֗ירֵחֲאַ םיִרַ֜צְמִ וּפ֨דְּרְיִּוַ ׃המָֽרָ
 וישָׁ֖רָפָוּ העֹ֔רְפַּ בכֶרֶ֣ ס֙וּס־לכׇּ םיָּ֔הַ־לעַ םינִ֣חֹ
 העֹ֖רְפַוּ ׃ןפֹֽצְ לעַבַּ֥ ינֵ֖פְלִ תרֹ֔יחִהַֽ י֙פִּ־לעַ וֹל֑יחֵוְ

 הנֵּ֥הִוְ םהֶ֜ינֵיעֵ־תאֶ לאֵ֨רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ וּ֩אשְׂיִּוַ בירִ֑קְהִ
 וּק֥עֲצְיִּוַ דאֹ֔מְ וּ֙ארְייִּֽוַ םהֶ֗ירֵחֲאַ עַסֵ֣נֹ ׀ םיִרַ֣צְמִ
 ילִ֤בְּמִ¢ה ה֒שֶׁמֹ־לאֶ וּ֮רמְאֹיּוַ ׃׳ה־לאֶ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ
 רבָּ֑דְמִּבַּ תוּמ֣לָ וּנתָּ֖חְקַלְ םיִרַ֔צְמִבְּ ם֙ירִבָקְ־ןיאֵ
 ׃םיִרָֽצְמִּמִ וּנאָ֖יצִוֹהלְ וּנלָּ֔ תָישִׂ֣עָ ת֙אֹזּ־המַ
 ם֙יִרַ֙צְמִבְ §ילֶ֤אֵ וּנרְבַּ֨דִּ ר֩שֶׁאֲ רבָ֗דָּהַ הזֶ֣־אֹלהֲ
 יכִּ֣ םיִרָ֑צְמִ־תאֶ הדָ֣בְעַנַֽוְ וּנּמֶּ֖מִ לדַ֥חֲ רמֹ֔אלֵ
 ׃רבָּֽדְמִּבַּ וּנתֵ֖מֻּמִ םיִרַ֔צְמִ־תאֶ דבֹ֣עֲ וּ֙נלָ֨ בוֹט֥
ֹיּוַ  וּב֗צְּיַתְהִֽ וּ֒ארָ֒יתִּ־לאַ ם֮עָהָ־לאֶ השֶׁ֣מֹ רמֶא֨
 םוֹיּ֑הַ םכֶ֖לָ השֶׂ֥עֲיַ־רשֶׁאֲ ׳ה תעַ֣וּשׁיְ־תאֶ וּ֙ארְוּ
ֹל םוֹיּ֔הַ ם֙יִרַ֙צְמִ־תאֶ םתֶ֤יאִרְ רשֶׁ֨אֲ יכִּ֗  וּפסִ֛תֹ א֥
 םתֶּ֖אַוְ םכֶ֑לָ םחֵ֣לָּיִ ׳ה ׃םלָֽוֹע־דעַ דוֹע֖ םתָ֥אֹרְלִ
 ׃ןוּשֽׁרִחֲתַּ
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4. Psalm 106:7-13 
7Our ancestors in Egypt did not become wise through the 
contemplation of Your wonders; they did not recall Your great mercies 
and they rebelled at the very banks of the Sea of Reeds. 8Yet God 
nonetheless saved them for the sake of the divine name, so that they 
would come to know the might of the Almighty. 9God rebuked the Sea 
of Reeds and it dried up, then allowed Israel to pass through the 
depths on foot as though through a desert, 10thus saving them from 
the hand of the adversary and redeeming them from the hand of the 
enemy. 11And as the waters covered their foes, sparing not even a 
single one of them, 12they came finally to trust in God's promises and 
to sing hymns of divine praise. 13However they quickly forgot all God's 
saving acts and they soon stopped waiting for divine advice… 

 וּליכִּשְׂהִ־אֹל  םיִרַצְמִבְ וּניתֵוֹבאֲ
 ברֹ־תאֶ וּרכְזָ אֹל §יתֶוֹאלְפְנִ
 ׃ףוּס־םיַבְּ םיָ־לעַ וּרמְיַּוַ §ידֶסָחֲ
־תאֶ עַידִוֹהלְ וֹמשְׁ ןעַמַלְ םעֵישִׁוֹיּוַ
 ברָחֱיֶּוַ ףוּס־םיַבְּ רעַגְיִּוַ ׃וֹתרָוּבגְּ
 ׃רבָּדְמִּכַּ תוֹמהֹתְּבַּ םכֵילִוֹיּוַ
 דיַּמִ םלֵאָגְיִּוַ אנֵוֹשׂ דיַּמִ םעֵישִׁוֹיּוַ

 דחָאֶ םהֶירֵצָ םיִמַ־וּסּכַיְוַ ׃ביֵוֹא
 וירָבָדְבִ וּנימִאֲיַּוַ ׃רתָוֹנ אֹל םהֶמֵ
 וּחכְשָׁ וּרהֲמִ ׃וֹתלָּהִתְּ וּרישִׁיָ

 ׃וֹתצָעֲלַ וּכּחִ־אֹל וישָׂעֲמַ

 
 
5. Commentary on Psalm 106 in Our Haven and Our Strength: The Book of Psalms, Rabbi Martin S. 
Cohen, p. 314 

“And, indeed, he makes his real point entirely clear when he suggest that the Jews have been on a 
spiritual seesaw for as long as anyone can recall, first careening upward toward heaven as they are 
overwhelmed with gratitude for God’s saving acts and then plummeting down away from God as 
they become stubborn and arrogant and forget the good deeds the Almighty has wrong on their 
behalf.” 

 
 
6. Exodus 14:28-31 
28The waters turned back and covered the chariots and the 
riders—Pharaoh’s entire army that followed them into the 
sea; not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites had 
marched through the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 30Thus God 
delivered Israel that day from the Egyptians. Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the shore of the sea. 31And when Israel saw 
the wondrous power that God had wielded against the 
Egyptians, the people feared God; they had faith in God and 
in Moses—God’s servant. 

־תאֶוְ ב֙כֶרֶ֙הָ־תאֶ וּסּ֤כַיְוַ םיִמַּ֗הַ וּבשֻׁ֣יָּוַ
 םהֶ֖ירֵחֲאַ םיאִ֥בָּהַ העֹ֔רְפַּ ליחֵ֣ ל֙כֹלְ םישִׁ֔רָפָּ֣הַ
ֹל םיָּ֑בַּ  לאֵ֛רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֧בְוּ ׃דחָֽאֶ־דעַ םהֶ֖בָּ ראַ֥שְׁנִ־אֽ
 המָ֔חֹ ם֙הֶלָ םיִמַּ֤הַוְ םיָּ֑הַ yוֹת֣בְּ השָׁ֖בָּיַּבַ וּכ֥לְהָ
 אוּה֛הַ םוֹיּ֥בַּ ׳ה עשַׁוֹיּ֨וַ ׃םלָֽאֹמשְּׂמִוּ םנָ֖ימִימִֽ
־תאֶ ל֙אֵרָשְׂיִ ארְ יַּ֤וַ םיִרָ֑צְמִ דיַּ֣מִ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־תאֶ
 לאֵ֜רָשְׂיִ ארְיַּ֨וַ ׃םיָּֽהַ תפַ֥שְׂ־לעַ תמֵ֖ םיִרַ֔צְמִ
 םיִרַ֔צְמִבְּ ׳ה השָׂ֤עָ רשֶׁ֨אֲ הלָ֗דֹגְּהַ דיָּ֣הַ־תאֶ
  ׃וֹדּֽבְעַ השֶׁ֖מֹבְוּ ׳ה בַּֽ וּ֙נימִ֙אֲיַּֽוַ ׳ה םעָ֖הָ וּא֥רְייִּֽוַ

 
 
 
7. The JPS Torah Commentary: Exodus, Commentary on Exodus 14:31 by Nahum M. Sarna 

They had faith “Faith” in the Hebrew Bible is not belief in a doctrine or subscription to a creed. 
Rather, it refers to trust and loyalty that find expression in obedience and commitment. 

 


