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37th Holocaust Remembrance Conference set for April 14-18, 2018

Lafayette and West Lafayette, Ind. – March 14, 2018 – Organizers of the 37th Greater Lafayette Holocaust Remembrance Conference invite the public to attend any or all of its events to be held from April 14 through April 18. 

Registration is not required, and all sessions are free. This year’s theme is “Difficult Conversations: Come to the Table.”

“We chose this theme to reflect both the past, the World War II years that included the Holocaust, and the need today for open, honest conversations about issues before us,” said Sarah Powley, conference co-chair. “We are learning from history, remembering those who lost their lives, honoring the survivors and working toward a peaceful, caring future that can be achieved when all people come together in dialogue and hope.”
 
The conference begins with its Opening Ceremony, 6:30 to 8 p.m., Saturday, April 14, at Temple Israel, 620 Cumberland Ave., West Lafayette, where the Flame of Remembrance and Candle of Hope will be lit. Activities include a Lafayette Children’s Choir performance and ceremony by Lafayette Jewish Community Religious School program, aided by Rabbi Michael Harvey.

On Sunday, April 15, from 1 to 5 p.m. at Purdue’s Wilmeth Active Learning Center, activities will include presentation of educator project awards to Abi Bymaster, Tippecanoe School Corp.; Fawn Cox, Covington Community School Corp.; and Stella Schafer, Tippecanoe School Corp.

two speakers will address relevant topics. Susan Abrams, CEO of the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center (at 1:30 p.m.) will discuss how the museum preserves memory, sparks important conversations and empowers visitors to transform the future. Former Indiana Congressman Lee Hamilton, who founded the Indiana University Center on Representative Government, will talk at 2:30 p.m. about the importance of civic engagement.

At 3:30 p.m., leaders of advocacy groups will give brief presentations on their local activities and how people can get involved, followed by roundtable discussions with those attending. The groups include Diversity Roundtable, Greater Lafayette ACLU, Greater Lafayette Immigrant Allies, Interfaith Leaders of Greater Lafayette, LUM Immigration Clinic, Muslim Neighbors, NAACP of Lafayette/West Lafayette and PRIDE Lafayette Inc.

Two films are part of the conference: “The Zookeeper’s Wife” on Monday, April 16, and “Denial” on Wednesday, April 18. Both will be shown at 6:30 p.m. at the West Lafayette Public Library, with discussions following. 

On Tuesday, April 17, a student production of the play “Dark Road” by Laura Lundgren Smith begins at 7 p.m. at McCutcheon High School in the Dan Kinsey Auditorium. 

The conference also features a workshop for educators on April 16, hosted by Purdue’s Ackerman Center for Democratic Citizenship, with registration required (www.glhrc.org). 

“Learning, pondering, connecting with others and looking to the future are all part of our coming together,” Powley said. “We hope to draw many from throughout this region for these meaningful gatherings.”

More event details are at www.glhrc.org. 


If You Go

Greater Lafayette Holocaust Remembrance Conference
Free events April 14 to 18
Various locations; no registration needed
www.glhrc.org
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37th Greater Lafayette Holocaust Remembrance Conference 

History. In 1981, President Ronald Reagan asked U.S. mayors to plan programs commemorating the Holocaust. Mayors Sonya Margerum, West Lafayette, and Jim Riehle, Lafayette, approached Rabbi Gedalyah Engel, then director of the Hillel Foundation at Purdue University, with the idea. The result was this conference, first held in 1982. Its success prompted a volunteer committee of university and community members to plan and host continued annual conferences. 

Rabbi Engel coordinated conferences from 1983 through 2004; Susan Prohofsky, a leader in the local Jewish community, from 2005 to 2013. Current co-chairs Sarah Powley and Lowell Kane have been serving since 2014. Conferences have included speakers, art exhibits, play productions, films, musical performances, displays and educators’ workshops, often with programs on strife in various countries.  

Over the years, themes have included:
	5th conference, 1986		Reconciliation Without Remembrance?
	10th conference, 1991		Freedom and Responsibility—Postwar Goals
	15th conference, 1996		Overcoming Violence and Terrorism
	20th conference, 2001		Denying History: Challenging Our Beliefs
	25th conference, 2006		Never Again? Genocide Around the World
	30th conference, 2011		Fear of the Other: Still with Us	
	36th conference, 2017		Refugee: The Perilous Flight 	
	37th conference, 2018		Difficult Conversations: Come to the Table 

Goals. The same goals have guided the conference since its beginning. These are remembering the 6 million Jews and others who perished in the Holocaust from 1933 to 1945, encouraging survivors to tell their stories, providing educational opportunities and promoting individual, community, and media responsibility for combating the forces of prejudice, hatred and discrimination today.

Flame of Remembrance, Candle of Hope. At the opening ceremony, a Flame of Remembrance and a Candle of Hope are lit. The Flame of Remembrance is a traditional Jewish “yahrzeit” lamp, which commemorates the anniversary of the death of deceased relatives; a barbed wire around it represents lives lost in death camps. It is lit by a survivor. The Candle of Hope is a white taper; it is lit by survivors’ descendants.
2018 Conference. All events are free and open to the public, other than the educators workshop, which is free, open to educators and requires registration.

Saturday, April 14
Opening Ceremony, 6:30 p.m.
	Temple Israel, 620 Cumberland Ave., West Lafayette
Lafayette Children’s Choir, Lafayette Jewish Community Religious School 

Sunday, April 15
Lectures, Presentations, Discussions, 1 to 5 p.m. 
	Purdue University, Wilmeth Active Learning Center, 340 Centennial Mall Drive  
Susan Abrams, CEO, Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center (1:30 p.m.)
	Lee H. Hamilton, former Congressman (U.S. House 1965 to 1999); founder of  IU’s
 Center on Representative Government (2:30 p.m.)
Advocacy groups—presentations/roundtable discussions (3:30 p.m.): 
Diversity Roundtable, Greater Lafayette ACLU, Greater Lafayette Immigrant Allies, Interfaith Leaders of Greater Lafayette, LUM Immigration Clinic, Muslim Neighbors, NAACP of Lafayette/West Lafayette and PRIDE Lafayette Inc.
 
Monday, April 16
Film “The Zookeeper’s Wife,” 6:30 p.m. 
West Lafayette Public Library 		
	
Monday, April 16
Educators Workshop: Facing History and Ourselves, 4:30 to 8 p.m.
	Purdue University; for educators, register at www.glhrc.org

Tuesday, April 17
	Play “Dark Road” by Laura Lundgren Smith, 7 p.m.
	McCutcheon High School, Dan Kinsey Auditorium 
	
Wednesday, April 18
	Film “Denial,” 6:30 p.m.
West Lafayette Public Library
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