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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959) 
 
Lykkelige Mennesker (Happy Man) 
 
Reed, pen and ink, and opaque white on paper 
 
23 3/8 x 16 1/8 in (59,3 x 40,9 cm) 
 
1934 
 
Inscribed „I Kapitel" bottom right. 
Stamped on the reverse “GEORGE GROSZ NACHLASS” and numbered UC-295-21 
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PROVENANCE 
 
Studio of the artist, Bayside, Long Island (NY), 1934 
The Estate of George Grosz, 1959 
 
 
LITERATURE 
 
Hermann Kesten, “Lykkelige Mennesker”, Martins Forlag Copenhagen, 1934, Illustrated page 10. 
 
Hermann Kesten "Happy Man a Novel Illustrated by George Grosz", A.A. Wyn, Inc. New York, 
1947, Illustrated page 10. 
 
 
AUTHENTICATION 
 
As per photo certificate signed and dated “Ralph Jentsch, Berlin/Rome, October 10, 2019,” this work 
will be included in the forthcoming catalogue raisonné of works on paper by George Grosz in 
preparation by Ralph Jentsch, managing director of the George Grosz Estate. 
 
 
NOTES 
 
The present work was printed in the 1947 American publication of Hermann Kesten's Happy Man. 
Kesten's novel was translated into fourteen languages and is widely regarded as one of Europe's 
interwar literary masterpieces. Grosz provided the illustrations which were used throughout the book. 
 

Courtesy of Christie’s 
 
 
The Jewish author Hermann Kesten (1900-1996) came in to Berlin 1926, where he worked effectively 
as author and lector. In 1933 he fled to France and came in 1940 to the United States. After the war 
he lived in Rome and was president of the P.E.N. from 1972 to 1976. 
 
Hermann Kesten tells in “Happy Man” the ironic story of a man, Max Blattner, who had only one 
aim: to gain happiness. However, reality looked different. There was his girlfriend, they were in love 
with each other, however, they had no money. Their dream: to escape to America, however, they 
had no money. They left the Café at Neukölln, a suburb of Berlin, and walked, holding hands, in the 
rain under dimly lighted lamps. 
 
Hermann Hesse, the German writer, comments on Kestens novel “Happy Man”: “The life of Berlin is 
drawn with so light a touch, with so much suggestion and insinuating magic, with so much charm 
and art as to enchant me”. And Thomas Mann writes: “the novel has provided me with the most 
intense entertainment. It fascinated me.” 
 
George Grosz’ illustration for the first chapter of the book, the lovers walking into the rain is one of 
altogether 18 illustrations he did for this novel. 
 

Courtesy of Ralph Jentsch 
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Hermann Kesten, „Happy Man a Novel 
Illustrated by George Grosz", A.A. Wyn, 
Inc. New York, 1947 
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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959) 
 
“George Grosz gave a fantastic testimony of Berlin life during a terrible period, 
divided between fascism and communism.  He was active in the communist party but had an 
anarchist's fascination for the characters of underground life.  Military figures, prostitutes and 
violence abound, and fascinate the viewer [....] this meant he instinctively rooted his art in the 
common people.  It also explains, I think, why caricature and graphic design in magazines and 
newspapers held such an appeal for him. “ 

Quote of Mario Vargas Llosa 
'You nourish yourself with everything you hate', George Grosz, in TATE ETC. Magazine (Spring 2007) 

  


