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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959) 
 
Garantievorschlag des Reichsverbandes der Deutschen Industrie 
Offer of Guaranty by the Federal Association of German Industry  
 
Reed pen and pen and ink on paper 
 
20 5/8 x 25 5/8 in (52,3 x 65,1 cm) 
 
1923 
 
Signed “Grosz” bottom-right, and inscribed “August Thalheimer gewidmet von George Grosz 13.6.23” 
bottom-left (August Thalheimer dedicated by George Grosz 13.6.23). Inscribed: “Garantievorschlag 
des Reichsverbandes der Deutschen Industrie“ and “Leih uns deinen Säbel gegen die 
Kommunisten“ (lend us your sabre against the communists).  
 
Stamped on the reverse “GEORGE GROSZ NACHLASS” and numbered 3-70-8 
 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The Estate of George Grosz  
 
 
EXHIBITED 
 
Of Mice and Men, October 5 – December 5, 2020, Popcorn Gallery Akim Monet Fine Arts, Los Angeles 
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AUTHENTICATION 
 
This work will be included in the forthcoming catalogue raisonné of works on paper by George Grosz 
in preparation by Ralph Jentsch, managing director of the George Grosz Estate. 
 
 
NOTES 
 
The present ink drawing from 1923 illustrates the power dynamics between France and Germany 
following World War I. Two German gentlemen bow and plead to a massive frog (a derogatory 
term for the French) that holds a bloody sword in its mouth. The figure on the left promises a written 
guarantee of good payment and the kneeling figure to his right begs for assistance in fighting the 
Communists. 
 
George Grosz ended his membership in the German Communist Party in 1923, the year this work 
was drawn, after a six-months stay in the Soviet Union which had left him unimpressed. 
 
Grosz had joined the Spartacus League in the last months of 1918 (German: Spartakusbund), a 
Marxist revolutionary movement organized in Germany during World War I, which subsequently 
renamed itself the Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (KPD), and so joined August Thalheimer to 
whom the present work is dedicated, the man recognized as the main theorist of the KPD.  
 
August Thalheimer was part of the local government in Württemberg, serving as Minister of Finance 
during the crisis of 1923*. He and the head of the communist party, Heinrich Brandler were blamed 
for the consequences. Like George Grosz who emigrated to the United States in 1933, Thalmeier 
went into exile in Paris in 1932.  
 
As it turns out, the terms set-forth in the Spartacus Manifesto were to polarize the political discourse 
throughout the 20th century. To this day in most western democracies, the power struggle still 
opposes the “bourgeois” to the “socialists” -even as some are starting to be tinged with echoes of 
dictatorship. And as if to paraphrase the below excerpt from the 1918 Spartacus Manifesto: agents 
of capitalist profits are indeed deliberately and falsely claiming that [the proletariat] -today labelled 
“the radical left,” means bombs, putsches, riots and anarchy!  
 

The question today	is not	democracy	or	dictatorship. The question that history has	put on the 
agenda reads:	bourgeois	democracy	or socialist democracy. For the	dictatorship of the 
proletariat	does not mean bombs,	putsches, riots and	anarchy, as the agents of capitalist 
profits	deliberately and falsely claim. Rather, it means using all instruments of	political power to 
achieve socialism, to expropriate the	capitalist	class, through and in accordance with the will of 
the	revolutionary	majority of the	proletariat. 
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*The hyperinflation crisis of 1923 

The Weimar government's main crisis occurred in 1923 after the Germans missed 
a	reparations	payment late in 1922. This set off a chain of events that included 
occupation,	hyperinflation	and rebellions. 

• In November 1922 Germany defaulted on its reparations payment as scheduled. 
The first reparations payment had taken all she could afford to pay. The French 
believed Germany could make the repayment but were choosing not to, however 
the German government argued they could not afford to pay. 

• In response, France and Belgium sent troops into Germany’s main industrial area, 
the	Ruhr	Valley. Their aim was to confiscate industrial goods as reparations 
payments as they didn’t believe Germany was unable to pay the second 
instalment. They occupied coal mines, railways, steel works and factories – all 
things that were important to Germany’s economy. 

• The German government ordered workers to follow a policy of ‘passive resistance’ 
– refusing to work or co-operate with the foreign troops and in return the 
government continued to pay their wages. 

• The French responded firmly – in the Krupp steel works, workers refusing to take 
orders were shot at. Other people were expelled from the Ruhr region altogether. 
Overall, 132 were killed and approximately 150,000 expelled from the area. 

• The immediate consequences of the occupation were not good for the Weimar 
government – they decided to print more money to pay the workers in the region, 
contributing to hyperinflation. A general strike (when all the workers in the 
country stopped work) was called, and political instability was rife. 

• Germany was already suffering from high levels of inflation due to the effects of 
the war and the increasing government debt. 

• ‘Passive resistance’ meant that whilst the workers were on strike fewer industrial 
goods were being produced, which weakened the economy still further. 

• In order to pay the striking workers, the government simply printed more money. 
This flood of money led to hyperinflation as the more money was printed, the 
more prices rose. 

• Prices ran out of control, for example a loaf of bread, which cost 250 marks in 
January 1923, had risen to 200,000 million marks in November 1923. 

• By autumn 1923 it cost more to print a note than the note was worth. 

• During the crisis, workers were often paid twice per day because prices rose so 
fast their wages were virtually worthless by lunchtime. 

 
Source: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9y64j6/revision/1 
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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959) 
 
“George Grosz gave a fantastic testimony of Berlin life during a terrible period, 
divided between fascism and communism.  He was active in the communist party but had an 
anarchist's fascination for the characters of underground life.  Military figures, prostitutes and 
violence abound, and fascinate the viewer [....] this meant he instinctively rooted his art in the 
common people.  It also explains, I think, why caricature and graphic design in magazines and 
newspapers held such an appeal for him. “ 

Quote of Mario Vargas Llosa 
'You nourish yourself with everything you hate', George Grosz, in TATE ETC. Magazine (Spring 2007) 


