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1979 
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Edition 40, signed by both authors, numbered 
Publisher: Edition Staeck, Heidelberg 
 
Edition produced in connection with the exhibition Stellungnahme (Kunstverein Bonn, 1979), in which 
numerous artists were asked to submit their suggestions for a planned Bundeskunsthalle (Federal Art 
Gallery). 
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EXHIBITED 
 
Disruptive selection, Fall 2019, Popcorn Gallery Akim Monet Fine Arts, Los Angeles 
Aktivismus, Summer 2022, The Lone Star Gallery Akim Monet Fine Arts, Dallas 
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NOTES 
 

  

Although the 
present work was 
produced in 
connection with 
the exhibition 
Stellungnahme 
(Kunstverein 
Bonn, 1979), in 
which numerous 
artists were asked 
to submit their 
suggestions for a 
planned 
Bundeskunsthalle 
(Federal Art 
Gallery), an 
earlier version of 
the text 
appeared under 
the title 
"MANIFESTO 
on the 
foundation of a 
Free 
International 
School for 
Creativity and 
Interdisciplinary 
Research" in the 
catalogue of the 
exhibition Art into 
Society Society 
into Art, held at 
the Institute of 
Contemporary 
Arts, London 
from October 30 
to November 24, 
1974. 
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Art into Society Society into Art, exhibition catalogue edited by Christos M. Joachimides and 
Norman Rosenthal, Institute of Contemporary Arts, London, 30. October – 24. November 1974,  
p. 49-51      
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Free International	University	(F.I.U.) 
 
Throughout the late 1960s and early 1970s, Beuys became increasingly unhappy with 
the	administration of the Düsseldorf State Art Academy, where he had taught since 1961.	His chief 
point of contention was the Academy’s restriction of admissions. Believing	education to be a universal 
human right, he began to protest this policy, an action that led	to his dismissal in October 1972. 
 
In the lead-up to this event, Beuys and a number of his supporters had begun considering	alternatives 
to existing institutions of higher education. To this end, in January 1972,	they formed a committee for 
a Free School of Higher Education. 
 
The following year, on	April 27th, 1973, Beuys, together with the painting professor Georg 
Meistermann, the	publisher and artist	Klaus Staeck	and the journalist Willi Bongard, founded 
The	Free	International University	for Creativity and Interdisciplinary Research (F.I.U.). 
 
According to a manifesto for the fledgling institution, co-authored by Beuys and the	writer Heinrich 
Böll, the university’s chief purpose was to allow all individuals to realize	their ‘creative potential’, 
regardless of their social or educational backgrounds. 
 
Eager to	see non-artistic forms of creativity accorded greater social recognition, Beuys hoped to	use 
the F.I.U. to break down the boundaries between ‘unworldly’ professional artists,	whose work is 
typically confined to museums and galleries, and ‘art-alienated non-artists,’ whose everyday activities 
are often creative, but are seldom accorded the same	status as art. 
 
To this end, Beuys sought to expand art’s horizons to embrace these other	forms of creativity. The 
creative activities of all individuals could then be harnessed in	the service of social progress—a notion 
that was central to his ‘theory of social	sculpture’. 
 
In spite of promising discussions with the state authorities in Düsseldorf in 1974 and	attempts to find a 
home for the F.I.U. in Ireland, no campus was ever established.	Instead, Beuys and his supporters 
opened small branch offices of the university in	Düsseldorf, Achberg, Hamburg, Gelsenkirchen und 
Pescara, which managed Beuys’s	projects in their respective locations. 
 
Beuys also established short-term offices for the	F.I.U at	documenta 5	(1972) and	documenta 6	(1977). 
These served as platforms for	public discussion and promotion of the institution’s goals. 

 
The multiples of Joseph Beuys. (2019). The multiples of Joseph Beuys. 

[online] Available at: http://pinakothek-beuys-multiples.de/en/glossary/free-international-university-f-i-u/ 
 [Accessed 18 Oct. 2019]. 
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Joseph Beuys, The Multiples,	A	Catalogue	Raisonné	of	multiples	and	prints	1965-1986, p. 249 
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