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The Bum's Rush for Allah

Reed pen, pen and ink, and opaque white on paper
901218 7/8 in (57,1 x 48 cm)

1941

Titled "The Bum's Rush for Allah” lower right and inscribed “to Ben Hecht 1001 Afternoon”
Stamped on the reverse "‘GEORGE GROSZ NACHLASS" and numbered 4-49-7

PROVENANCE
Studio of the artist, Douglaston, Long Island (NY), 1941

The Estate of George Grosz, 1959
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LITERATURE

Ben Hecht, illustrated by George Grosz, "1001 Afternoons in New York,” Viking Press New York,
1941, lllustration for the chapter "The Bum's Rush for Allah" p. 347

Ben Hecht, ,JOO1 Nachmittage in New York." Insel Taschenbuch 1323, Insel Verlag Frankfurt am
Main und Leipzig. lllustration for the chapter ,Ahmed will zu Allah" p. 383

EXHIBITED
Of Mice and Men, October 5 - December 5, 2020, Popcorn Gallery Akim Monet Fine Arts, Los Angeles

AUTHENTICATION

As per photo certificate signed and dated “Ralph Jentsch, Berlin/Rome, October 10, 2019”, this work
will be included in the forthcoming catalogue raisonné of works on paper by George Grosz in
preparation by Ralph Jentsch, managing director of the George Grosz Estate.

NOTES

Ben Hecht's 1001 Afternoons in New York is a culmination of the versatile reporter's stories of
anecdote, adventure, persono|iﬁes, po|i+ics, wit and satire. Grosz provided an illustration for each of
the 86 stories included in the 1941 publication. The present work accompanies The Bum's Rush for
Allah, the story of an immigrant who dreams only of becoming an American citizen and will "gladly

trade in all his odalisques for a bottle of pop in the bleachers."
Vanessa Fusco

Grosz got to know Ben Hecht (1894 - 1964 New York) and became friend with him in 1919, when
Hecht worked as a correspondent for the Chicago Daily News for two years in Berlin. Grosz took
Hecht to the eventful DADA evenings and happenings in Berlin. One-time Ben Hecht was special
guest of honour at the famous DADA demonstration: a race between six typewriters and six sewing-
machines to the accompaniment of a swearing contfest. That evening he was awarded the charter
of an "Honourable DADA." In 1925 Hecht started working in Hollywood and became one of
the most successful and highest-paid American script-writers of his time.

He also became well known as a writer. "1001 Afternoons in Chicago,” "Child of the Century” and
"The Sensualists” are among his best-known works. In June 1941, Grosz was asked to illustrate Ben
Hecht's new book "1001 Afternoons in New York,” a collection of political newspaper writings. Grosz
produced in an incredible short period 86 large drawings and a number of not published illustrations
for the book. In the foreword "Afternoon of an Author” of his book, Ben Hecht points out that the
articles he has written in 1940-1941 are mainly a crusade against the Nazis and calls the Third
Reich a “hellish invention.”

"The Bum's Rush for Allah" is the bizarre story of young Asmail Ahmed Abdulla and his fight with the
American immigration officials in order to become an American citizen. He is stranded after an
adventures odyssey and many hope|ess aftempts on Ellis Island, there awaiting to reach the Seventh
Heaven. "There he will be able to put red, white, and blue hair ribbons on his odalisque, and listen to the
'Star-Spangled Banner' throughout all eternity." So ends the story.

Courtesy of Ralph Jentsch

100 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 700 Telephone +1(424) 394 8480
Santa Monica, CA 90401 info@akimmonetfinearts.com
United States of America www.akimmonetfinearts.com



100 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 700 Telephone +1(424) 394 8480
Santa Monica, CA 90401 info@akimmonetfinearts.com
United States of America www.akimmonetfinearts.com



1001 AFTERNOONS
IN NEW YORK

Ben Hecht, illustrated by George Grosz,
1001 Afternoons in New York,” Viking
Press New York, 1941

——
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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959)

‘George Grosz gave a fantastic testimony of Berlin life during a terrible period,
divided between fascism and communism. He was active in the communist party but had an
anarchist's fascination for the characters of undergrouncl life. Mi/ifcrry figures, prostitutes and
violence abound, and fascinate the viewer [...] this meant he instinctively rooted his art in the
common people. It also explains, | think, why caricature and grophic clesign in magazines and
newspapers held such an appeal for him.

Quote of Mario Vargas Llosa
"You nourish yourself with everything you hate', George Grosz, in TATE ETC. Magazine (Spring 2007)
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