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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959) 
 
Hello, Central, Give Me Heaven  
 
Reed, and pen and ink 
23 1/4 x 18 1/8 in (59,2 x 46,1 cm) 
 
1941 
 
Annotated „Hello Central give me Heaven" bottom right and „to Ben Hecht 1001 Afternoon" 
bottom left. Inscribed „p. 224" top left and numbered 244 top right and 46 bottom right 
Stamped on the reverse “GEORGE GROSZ NACHLASS” and numbered 4-51-4 
 
 
PROVENANCE 
 
The Estate of George Grosz  
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LITERATURE 
 
Ben Hecht, illustrated by George Grosz, “1001 Afternoons in New York,” Viking Press New York, 
1941, Illustration for the chapter "Hello, Central, Give Me Heaven" p. 224 
 
Ben Hecht, „1001 Nachmittage in New York." Insel Taschenbuch 1323, Insel Verlag Frankfurt am 
Main und Leipzig. Illustration for the chapter „Hallo Zentrale, verbinden Sie mich mit dem Himmel" 
p. 252 
 
 
AUTHENTICATION 
 
This work will be included in the forthcoming catalogue raisonné of works on paper by George Grosz 
in preparation by Ralph Jentsch, managing director of the George Grosz Estate 
 
 
EXHIBITED 
 
Disruptive selection, Fall 2019, Popcorn Gallery Akim Monet Fine Arts, Los Angeles 
 
 
FRAMING 
 

 

The “Berliner 
Leiste” designates 
a frame type that 
originated 
between 1830 
and 1880.  
 
It is a classic 
Biedermeier 
frame, which has 
a lot of charm 
due to its simple, 
elegant profile 
and is also 
suitable for 
modern graphics 
and painting.  
 
The picture 
frames are silver 
plated and 
coated with 
shellac. As a silver 
profile, the 
“Berliner Leiste” is 
extremely 
effective.  
 
The edge is often 
painted in ocher – 
or sometimes left 
natural.  
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Ben Hecht, illustrated by George Grosz, 
“1001 Afternoons in New York,” Viking 
Press New York, 1941 
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George GROSZ (1893 - 1959) 
 
“George Grosz gave a fantastic testimony of Berlin life during a terrible period, 
divided between fascism and communism.  He was active in the communist party but had an 
anarchist's fascination for the characters of underground life.  Military figures, prostitutes and violence 
abound, and fascinate the viewer [....] this meant he instinctively rooted his art in the common people.  
It also explains, I think, why caricature and graphic design in magazines and newspapers held such 
an appeal for him. “ 

Quote of Mario Vargas Llosa 
'You nourish yourself with everything you hate', George Grosz, in TATE ETC. Magazine (Spring 2007) 

  


