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The intuitive mind is a sacred gift and the	rational mind is a faithful 
servant. We have created a society that honors the	servant and has 
forgotten the gift. We will not solve the	problems of the world from the 
same level of thinking we were	at when we created them. More than 
anything else, this new century demands new thinking: We must change 
our materially based analyses of the world around us to include broader, 
more multidimensional perspectives 
 
Albert	Einstein 

 

Our relatively recent successful creation	of 
the machine as a complement	to humanity; 
as a partner of sorts; as	an assistant or 
“friend” -call her Siri or	Cortana, Big Blue, 
AlphaGo or Watson,	recalls Pygmalion and 
Galatea, Ovid’s	re-visitation of an ancient 
Greek myth	in which Pygmalion, a Cypriot 
sculptor	who carved a woman out of 
ivory	that was so beautiful and realistic, 
fell	in love with her. When came 
Aphrodite’s	festival day, Pygmalion made 
offerings	at her altar and he wished for a 
bride	who would be the living likeness of	his 
carved creation. When he returned	home, 
he kissed his ivory statue, and	found that its 
lips felt warm. He kissed	it again, and found 
that the ivory had	lost its hardness. 
Aphrodite had granted	Pygmalion his wish. 
 
At left: 
Auguste RODIN (1840-1917) 
Pygmalion et Galatée, 1900-1905 
Bronze 
42,1 x 27 x 31 cm 
Cast in 2015 by Fonderie de Coubertin, Paris 
Inscribed A. Rodin, © by Musée Rodin 
and numbered 2/8 
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Installation view: “Mythology & Science,” Section entitled “BRAIN MACHINE INTERFACE & 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE,” Akim Monet Side by Side Gallery, Berlin Fall 2017 & Spring 2018  

From left to right: 
 
Joseph BEUYS (1921-1986) 
Intuition, 1968 
Wood multiple with pencil additions 
30,5 x 21 x 6 cm under vintage glass bell 
approx. 46 x 31 x 19 cm 
Inscribed “Intuition” - signed and dated 
 
Auguste RODIN (1840-1917) 
Pygmalion et Galatée, 1900-1905 
Bronze 
42,1 x 27 x 31 cm 
Cast in 2015 by Fonderie de Coubertin, Paris 
Inscribed A. Rodin, © by Musée Rodin 
and numbered 2/8 
 

Akim MONET (b. 1968) 
Enshrined Siri, 2017 
2010 iPhone 4 under vintage glass bell, 
brushed stainless steel plaque and laser cut 
inscription numbered IPH-08605-11 
Device: 11 x 5,5 x 1 cm - Bell: approx. 
23 x 20 x 20 cm - Plinth: 130 x 30 x 30 cm 
 
André BRETON (1896-1966) 
Mirroir, 1966 
Ink on paper 25 x 32 cm – Signed 
 
Tyrone RICHARDS (b. 1988) 
Oculus V, 2012 
Charcoal on paper 22 x 59 cm 

 
 
Everything tends to make us believe	that there exists a certain point of 
the mind	at which life and death, the real and the imagined,	past and 
future, the communicable and the incommunicable,	high and low, cease 
to be perceived as contradictions. 
  
André Breton 
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Certificate of authenticity signed by Akim Monet, and marked with a holographic number and 
embossed dry seal that accompanied the present work in the exhibition Mythology & Science, Akim 
Monet Side by Side Gallery, Berlin, Fall 2017 & Spring 2018 
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Installation of certificates of authenticity signed by Akim Monet, and marked with holographic 
numbers and embossed dry seals that accompanied the nine works by Akim Monet in the exhibition 
Mythology & Science, Akim Monet Side by Side Gallery, Berlin, Fall 2017 & Spring 2018 
 



 

 

Today in Apple history: Siri debuts on iPhone 4s 
Luke Dormehl 5:00 am, October 4, 2019 
 

 
Siri had first been predicted by Apple back in the late 1980s.  
Photo: Ste Smith/Cult of Mac 
 

 
October 4, 2011: With the unveiling of the new iPhone 4s, Apple introduces the world to Siri. 
 
A groundbreaking example of AI in action, Siri’s debut fulfills a long-term dream 
at Apple. The company first predicted such a feature in the 1980s — with the Siri 
launch coming at almost the exact month Apple envisioned. 
 
Siri launch: An ’80s AI dream 
 
Siri was one of the last projects Steve Jobs was heavily involved with at Apple as his 
health worsened. However, the intelligent voice assistant’s origins trace back to a 1980s 
Apple R&D initiative that took place after Jobs left the company. 
 
In the late-1980s, Apple CEO John Sculley commissioned Star Wars director George 
Lucas to create a concept video for what he called the “Knowledge Navigator.” 
 
The futuristic video, set with remarkable prescience in September 2011, lays out a 
series of possible uses for a smart assistant. In one, a university professor uses an 
iPad-like device featuring an on-screen AI assistant, depicted as a bowtie-wearing 
butler. 

“Today you have a faculty lunch at 12 o’clock; you need to take Cathy to 
the airport by 2 p.m.; you have a lecture at 4:15 p.m. on deforestation in 
the Amazon rainforest,” the prototype Siri tells the professor. 



 

 

DARPA’s AI assistant 
 
At the time, the technology was nowhere near ready for prime time. It would stay that 
way until 2003, when U.S. military think tank Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (https://darpa.mil) began working on an AI assistant project. DARPA dreamed 
of a smart system that would help military commanders deal with the overwhelming 
amount of data they receive on a daily basis. 
 
To bring this system to life, DARPA approached SRI International (https://www.sri.com) 
about creating a five-year, 500-person investigation. At the time, it was the largest AI 
project in history. 
 
DARPA called its project CALO (short for Cognitive Assistant that Learns and 
Organizes https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CALO). The name was inspired by the Latin 
word calonis, meaning “soldier’s servant.” 
 

 
https://youtu.be/hb4AzF6wEoc 
 
 
‘ Your grip feels weak’ 
 
After a half-decade of research, SRI International decided to spin off a startup called 
“Siri” (a phonetic version of the company’s name). Siri launched in the App Store in 
early 2010, connected to a variety of web services. It could order taxis through 
TaxiMagic and pull concert data from StubHub, movie reviews from Rotten Tomatoes or 
restaurant data from Yelp. 
 



 

 

It was also amusingly potty-mouthed, with liberal use of the F-bomb and a range of 
sarcastic responses. Ask it for the nearest gym, for example, and Siri would quip, 
“Yeah, your grip feels weak.” 
 

 
https://youtu.be/SpGJNPShzRc 
 
 
Apple acquires Siri 
 
Apple acquired Siri in April 2010 for an amount reportedly in the vicinity of $200 million. 
The company immediately started working out how to bake Siri into the iPhone. And 
Jobs got hands-on about making the AI assistant user-friendly. 
 
In some cases, this meant adding new abilities, such as spoken-word responses (which 
the original Siri app did not offer). Siri also could pull data from other Apple apps.  
In other cases, it meant dumbing down the service. For instance, Apple removed the 
capability for Siri to react to users ’written requests, limiting the AI assistant to voice 
interactions. 
 
 
Siri launch is a big deal for Apple 
 
Apple considered Siri’s debut on the iPhone 4s a big deal. Siri’s ability to field natural-
language questions like “What is the weather today?” or “Find me a great Greek 



 

 

restaurant in Palo Alto” with accurate spoken responses was way ahead of what other 
companies like Google offered at the time. 
 
Siri became the last behind-closed-doors product demo Jobs experienced at Apple 
before stepping down as CEO. During the demo, he tried to confuse Siri by asking “Are 
you a man or a woman?” Siri’s answer — “I have not been assigned a gender, sir” — 
reportedly delighted him. 
 

 
https://youtu.be/8HaEmu-qkD4 
 
 
Siri debut shows AI is Apple’s next big thing 
 
Today, deep-learning technology and other innovations make Siri far more accurate and 
functional than the version that shipped with the iPhone 4s. Siri’s arrival on the iPad, 
Mac and other Apple devices shows how much emphasis Apple places on AI. 
In the process, Siri — and its competitors — became less of a gimmick. The primary 
form factor for AI assistants also moved from smartphones to smart speakers like 
HomePod and Amazon’s ever-growing Echo lineup. 
 
https://www.cultofmac.com/447783/today-in-apple-history-siri-makes-its-public-debut-on-iphone-4s/ 
Luke Dormehl 5:00 am, October 4, 2019 
 


