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Chapter Four: Bloody Footprints (pages 62-87) 

Summary: Chapter 4 unpacks the progression of colonizer genocidal practice in 
attempt “to secure their ultimate goal: removal of Indigenous peoples from the land to 
clear it for European settlement.” This chapter highlights major conflicts between 
different Indigenous nations (Powhatan Confederacy, Pequot, Cherokee, Shawnee and 
Delaware, Haudenosaunee Confederacy) and encroaching settler colonialists. 
 
Questions  

• What would prompt people to take up arms (to fight) against threats to their 
homes?  

• Who has the right to claim land and from where does this right come? 

Learning & Exploration Activities 

• Examine the definition and characteristics of “war crimes” identified by the 
Geneva Convention of 1949. Make a case to charge British colonizers with 
war crimes, including examples of charges to be brought against them. 

 

Chapter Five: The Birth of a Nation (pages 88-105) 

Summary: This chapter describes the transition of colony to country following the War 
of Independence and the Treaty of Paris in 1783. The authors examine treaties, 
alliances, and continued conflict as more Indigenous nations actively resisted the 
continued encroachment and terrorism from the new Americans. 
 
Questions 

• Theorize why Indigenous people were not represented at the Treaty of 
Paris even though their lands were being negotiated in the postwar 
settlement. 

• Brainstorm ideas about how the United States could begin to honor 
numerous treaties made with Indigenous nations since 1783. 

 
 



Learning & Exploration Activities 

• Visit the official state website for Prophetstown State Park in Indiana 
and compare the historical accounts from this book and the website. 
Write about the significance of the alliance and the important role that 
Tecumseh played in uniting many Indigenous nations under a common 
purpose. 

• Label on a map the places mentioned within this chapter. Calculate the 
amount of land taken from Indigenous peoples in this region based on 
descriptions from chapter 5. 

•  

Chapter Six: Jefferson, Jackson, and the Pursuit of Indigenous 
Homelands (pages 106-121) 

Summary: This chapter shows how Indigenous nations continued to resist ongoing 
usurpation of land with the annexation of US landholdings and the repeated 
encroachment of treaty-established boundaries by squatters. This chapter also details 
the strengthened attempts at ethnic cleansing by the US government through 
extermination and removal policies targeting Indigenous lands and peoples. 
 
Questions 

• Why would someone consider it useful to disguise the true meaning of 
their words when making agreements with others? What are some 
code words that you have heard to disguise the true meaning of 
something controversial? 

• Why would the United States become concerned over Indigenous 
nations joining together to form alliances? Do you think that Indigenous 
nations have the right to form alliances? Was the concern expressed by 
the US warranted? 

Learning & Exploration Activities 

• Using the depictions from eyewitnesses of Cherokee and Choctaw 
removal on pages 119 and 120, illustrate the scenes that they 
witnessed and include one quote from each account to capture the 
sentiment of the scene. 

• Create a chart that details each Indigenous nation affected by Indian 
removal and compare the homelands with the land assigned in “Indian 
Territory” by size, available resources, and climate. 

 
 
 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2971.htm
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