FEMA ADVISORY – APRIL 24, 2020

FEMA Implementation of Allocation Order on
Exports of Scarce PPE and Notice of Exemptions
FEMA recently published a Temporary Final Rule and a subsequent notice in the Federal
Register to support President Trump’s “Memorandum on Allocating Certain Scarce or
Threatened Health and Medical Resources to Domestic Use” issued on April 3, 2020.
The intent of the President’s Memorandum and the FEMA Administrator’s allocation order are to preserve scarce
personal protective equipment for domestic use in the response to the COVID-19 emergency. FEMA is working
closely with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to implement the allocation order through the Temporary
Final Rule published on April 10. The notice lists the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) subject to this
allocation order to include: N95 respirators, and a variety of other filtering respirators; air-purifying respirators;
surgical masks; and, surgical gloves.
On April 21, FEMA published a “Notification of Exemptions” in the Federal Register to supplement the rule.
Every exporter is required to submit data about their shipment into the Automated Export System (AES) to
electronically declare their international exports. When reviewing this data, CBP will determine if products are
covered under the allocation order or exempt from being held. If no exemptions apply, CBP will notify FEMA for a
determination on the shipment.
FEMA will then determine if a shipment is in the national defense interest to remain in the United States as
related to the COVID-19 pandemic response. If this is the case, FEMA may purchase part or all of the shipment
using a rated order under Title 1, return part or all of the shipment for domestic distribution, or allow part or all
of the shipment to be exported. If a shipment is detained, FEMA and CBP will provide a response to the owner of
the shipment within 72 hours.

Contact Us
Questions about a specific shipment should be directed to Custom and Border Protection. Questions about the
allocation order and Notice of Exemptions in the Federal Register may be directed to FEMA National Business
Emergency Operations Center.
If you have a legal question regarding the allocation order, send an email to PPE-export@fema.dhs.gov.
If you have any questions regarding this FEMA advisory, please contact FEMA Office of External Affairs,
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs Division:





Congressional Affairs at (202) 646-4500 or at FEMA-Congressional-Affairs@fema.dhs.gov
Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov
Tribal Affairs (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-Tribal@fema.dhs.gov
Private Sector Engagement at (202) 646-3444 or at nbeoc@max.gov
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Follow Us
Follow FEMA on social media at: FEMA online, on Twitter @FEMA or @FEMAEspanol, on FEMA Facebook page
or FEMA Espanol page, and at FEMA YouTube channel.
Also, follow Administrator Pete Gaynor on Twitter @FEMA_Pete.

FEMA Mission
To help people before, during, and after disasters.

Learn more at fema.gov/coronavirus
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