
YOUR Canadian Tulip Festival
Exposing brands to over half a million people 

Customized Marketing through Sponsorship Support of an Iconic Canadian Festival

MAY 10 – 20 MAI 2019



Truly a part of our national identity, the Canadian Tulip 
Festival consistently ranks as one of the top 5 identifiers 
in the minds of Canadians nationwide when they think 
of Canada’s Capital City...even ahead of our beloved 
Senator’s hockey team1.   

If popularity is measured by attendance, the Canadian 
Tulip Festival ranks first, along with Winterlude, as the 
most attended Festival in the City of Ottawa2. 

With an annual regional economic impact of over $140 
million per year3, for 66 years, the Tulip Festival has 
been a celebration of winter’s end. Its floral beauty, 
its positioning as the first outdoor festival of the warm 
weather season together with the Festival’s historical 
roots, would seem to explain the event’s large attendance 
and strong goodwill among Canadians.

Drawing over 600,000 National and International 
visitors, the Canadian Tulip Festival has served as both a 
celebration and a remembrance of the Dutch gift of Tulips 
to Canada’s Capital. Our hope is that you will join our 
efforts to maintain and grow the Canadian Tulip Festival 
legacy.

Sincerely,

Grant Hooker
President
Canadian Tulip Festival
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1 IPSOS Poll Chart, 2010 (see page 3), 2018  2 OBJ Book of Lists, 2018 (see page 4)  3 Source: TREIM Tourism Calculator



Summary of Support

 IPSOS Poll Chart, 2010
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OBJ Book of Lists, 2018
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During WWII, Canadian soldiers bravely battled 
in Europe, culminating in their becoming the 
lead troops in the liberation of the Netherlands 
in 1945. During the war, then Princess Juliana 
and her family fled to the safety of Canada. 

In 1943, Princess Juliana gave birth to her 
daughter in Ottawa. To insure that the newborn 
Princess Margriet was a natural born citizen of 
the Netherlands, Canada temporarily declared 

the maternity ward in the Ottawa Civic Hospital 
to be extraterritorial. 

In the fall of 1945, in gratitude for Canadian 
hospitality and, more importantly, to honour 
Canadian troops for their leadership in 
liberating their homeland, the Royal Family 
provided a gift of 100,000 Dutch tulip bulbs. 
The Kingdom of the Netherlands has presented 
Canada with 20,000 bulbs every year since.  

In the hands of the National Capital 
Commission, the Dutch gifts have been 
transformed into over a kilometer of 
over 200,000 fabulous tulip blooms in 
Commissioner’s Park near Dow’s Lake. 
This forms the centerpiece attraction of the 
Canadian Tulip Festival.

Our History



The 2019 Canadian Tulip 
Festival - Current Planning
Hundreds of thousands of people this spring will 
experience the glorious National Capital Commission 
Tulip gardens in Commissioner’s Park. For 11 Days, 
from May 10 to May 20, 2019 the Canadian Tulip 
Festival will provide music, dance, art, shopping, 
storytelling, fireworks, flowers and fun! 

The Heritage Pavilion - Our Roots
Explore the Festival’s roots and step back in time 
at the Canadian Tulip Festival’s Heritage Pavilion. 
Experience the real-life sacrifice that took place right 
here in Ottawa in 1945. Our soldiers were overseas, 
and their anxious family members were at home, 
waiting for word of their safe return. Meet the faces 
and hear from storytellers about the experiences of 
veterans from WWII, people who left their homes to 
join the fight for freedom halfway across the world in 
an environment furnished with the immediate post-
war period in mind.

The Tulip Pavilion - Our Flower
The Tulip Pavilion is a celebration of the gorgeous, 
adaptable flower that is the Festival’s key attraction.  
Glittering tulip displays will light up this bright, 
welcoming space which will highlight historical and 
botanical stories of the flowers surrounding the 
Pavilion. The Tulip Pavilion will host some of Canada’s 
greenest thumbs as they share their gardening and 
horticultural expertise in hands-on sessions. 

The Tulip Plaza at Dow’s Lake Pavilion 
Tiptoe along our Tulip Boardwalk featuring Tulip-
themed photo opportunities and rest areas with lush 
floral displays. End up at the Tulip Plaza at Dow’s 
Lake Pavilion. The Canadian Tulip Festival welcomes 
visitors to the Tulip Plaza with our GIANT Celebration 
Tulip Garden, featuring handcrafted and hand-painted 
five-foot-high tulip sculptures. The crowning glory of 
the Tulip Plaza is our NEW Canadian Tulip Festival 
Museum, a carefully curated collection showcasing 
the incredibly rich 66-year history of our iconic 
Festival.  
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Music & Tulips - Elegance in the Garden
The park will come to life with our Music & Tulips 
program organized by the award-winning Music & 
Beyond Festival. Led by legendary Ottawa impresario 
Julian Armour, The Dutch Theatre adjacent to the 
Heritage Pavilion will feature musical arrangements 
of incomparable quality, performed by truly talented 
musicians. Sounds on stage will be carried at a 
tasteful volume to repeater speakers in the nearby 
tulip beds.  

Digital Enhancements - Smart Tours
NEW for 2019, the Canadian Tulip Festival is 
offering a Digital Garden Tour complete with all 
the horticulture and heritage highlights that can 
be found in Commissioners Park presented on 
visitors smartphones. Guests will be encouraged to 
download the Festival’s GrowIt Mobile App and enjoy 
a complete tour on their smartphones. The digital tour 
will include opportunities for sponsorship messaging.  

Additional new digital enhancements will 
include: 

•	 #TulipTreasureHunt, allowing and incentivizing  
visitors to explore the entire grounds with prizes 
for completing the tour.

•	 A Virtual Reality installation in the Tulip Pavilion 
that will feature a visit through Holland’s 
extraordinary Tulip Growing Fields. 

And SO much more! 

•	 Tulips & Dance 
•	 Art in the Tulips 
•	 Tulip Legacy Walking Tours
•	 Tulip Boutiques 
•	 Grand Prize Draw - WIN a trip to Holland
•	 And the traditional Victoria Day Fireworks, the first 

warm-weather fireworks of the season. A major 
crowd pleaser!
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2020 Celebrations ~ Liberation 75
The year 2020 marks the 75th Anniversary of the end 
of World War II and the liberation of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands. The Canadian Tulip Festival, along 
with the Dutch Embassy, Heritage Canada and the 
National Capital Commission, are planning to lead a 
national campaign to have 1.1 million Liberation 75 
Tulips bloom across Canada.

Each Liberation 75 Tulip bulb will bloom for one of 
the 1.1 million Canadian soldiers who served in WWII.  
The program will depend upon sponsorship and, with 
Royal Assent, it is hoped that it will be initiated by a 
repeat of  the original gift of 100,000 tulip bulbs which 
led to the birth of Canada’s spring tradition in the 
nation’s capital.



Canadian Tulip Festival Community Partner Opportunities  |  9

Partner with Us
Our Community Partner Program offers your 
business the chance to show your civic pride and 
become an Official Canadian Tulip Festival Partner, 
with all the benefits associated with supporting the 
largest, longest running festival in Ottawa. Every 
member of our team from Sponsors, to Community 
Partners, to Volunteers, are ALL entitled to benefits f 
being connected to a 66-year Canadian tradition!  

We have several different ways to become a 
Community Partner:

•	 Community Tour Partner
•	 Community Hotel Partner
•	 Community Restaurant Partner
•	 Community Event Partner
•	 Community Prize Partner
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In 2018, for 11 days in May, the 66th edition of the the world’s biggest 
tulip festival welcomed 600,000 visitors from around the world. 

Our Reach

National Capital
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50,000 Official Programs
20,000 Rack Cards
1,200 Posters
1,000 Postcards
5,000 Commissioners Park Maps

+17 Million Paid 
Ad Campaign

+51 Million in 
Earned Media

PRINT

774,000 Web Page Views
5,800 Newsletter Subscribers
591,000 Annual Reach on Facebook 
179,000 Annual Reach on Twitter
8,700 Annual Instagram Likes

DIGITAL

Our 2018 Media Results
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Our Media Plan
By supporting the Canadian Tulip Festival you’ll 
benefit from our historic reputation and international 
brand recognition, across Canada and the globe. 
The Canadian Tulip Festival media strategy is a mix 
that includes digital, radio, print, social, and outdoor 
advertising with a total value of half a million dollars. 
Your company could be a part of this signature media 
campaign. 

National & International campaigns worth over 
$300,000

•	 Ottawa Tourism 
•	 Destination Canada

Local media campaign worth over $150,000

•	 Stingray, the home of Hot 89.9 & LiVE 88.5
•	 Bell Media, the home of Rouge 94 & Energie 104.1 
•	 Google Remarketing Search & Display Ad 

Campaigns 
•	 Facebook & Instagram Ad Campaigns
•	 YouTube Channel and Video Advertising 
•	 Direct Email Marketing 
•	 Public Relations & Social Media campaigns worth 

over $75,000
•	 Radio, Television & Print 
•	 Facebook & Instagram Posting



Community Tour Partner 
Are you a professional Ottawa-Gatineau Tour Operator? 
We are looking for Community Tour Partners to help our 
half-million visitors bus, boat, bike and hike around the 
National Capital Region during the month of May, and 
most especially during the Festival, May 10 - 20.  

What do YOU provide as a Community Tour 
Partner?

•	 A free-standing tour (walking, biking, boat, bus, 
heritage, culinary, etc) that celebrates the Tulips and 
Spring in Ottawa

•	 Agree to send an email to your EDM Database
•	 Agree to promote your Community Partnership on 

your company website
•	 Agree to post on all social media networks
•	 Agree to use a GIANT Celebration Tulip and/or 

Window Decal 

What do YOU receive as a Community Tour 
Partner?

An investment of $1500 Cash provides entry into our 
Signature Tour Partner Promotional Campaign worth 
over $6000 reaching over 600,000 people

•	 Prominent Signature Tour Partner Listing on the 
Canadian Tulip Festival website, linking to your Tour 
Booking Web Page

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Tour Offerings

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through our 
Social Media Channels

•	 4 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Signature Tour 
Partner Logo for your use
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An investment of $500 Cash provides entry into our 
Official Tour Partner Promotional Campaign worth 
over $2000 reaching over 300,000 people 

•	 Prominent Official Tour Partner Listing on the 
Canadian Tulip Festival website, linking to your 
Tour Booking Web Page

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram 
Ad Campaign devoted to YOUR Tour Offerings

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E - Marketing Tool Kit including Official Official 
Tour Partner Logo for your use

An investment of $150 Cash provides entry into 
our Community Tour Partner Promotional Campaign 
worth over $600 reaching over 100,000 people

•	 Prominent Community Tour Partner Listing on 
the Canadian Tulip Festival website, linking to 
your Tour Booking Web Page

•	 2 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on May 
19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Community 
Tour Partner Logo for your use
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Community Hotel Partner
The National Capital Region is known for its incredible 
hospitality and the city’s occupancy rates spike when 
our Tulips are in Bloom! Allow us to introduce our 
guests to YOUR hotel. 

What do YOU provide as a Community Hotel 
Partner?

•	 Consider a Special Room Rate Offer that 
celebrates the Spring & Tulips in Ottawa

•	 Consider a Special Offer for Tour Groups
•	 Agree to send an email to your EDM Database
•	 Agree to post on all social media networks
•	 Agree to use a GIANT Celebration Tulip and 

Window Decal 

What do YOU receive as a Community Hotel 
Partner?

An investment of $3000 Cash provides entry into our 
Headquarter Hotel Parnter Promotional Campaign 
worth over $12,000 reaching over 900,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Headquarter 
Hotel Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival 
Website with a link back to your online reservation 
system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Hotel Offerings

•	 6 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through our 
Social Media Channels

•	 4 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Headquarter 
Hotel Partner Logo for your use

Canadian Tulip Festival Community Partner Opportunities  |  15



An investment of $1500 Cash provides entry into our 
Signature Hotel Partner Promotional Campaign worth 
over $6000 reaching over 600,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Signature Hotel 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website 
with a link back to your online reservation system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram 
Ad Campaign devoted to YOUR Hotel Offerings

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 4 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E - Marketing Tool Kit including Official Signature 
Hotel Partner Logo for your use

An investment of $500 Cash for Official Hotel Partner 
Promotional Campaign worth over $2000 reaching 
over 300,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as an Official Hotel 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website 
with a link back to your online reservation system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram 
Ad Campaign devoted to YOUR Tour Offerings

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E - Marketing Tool Kit including Official Official 
Hotel Partner Logo for your use
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An investment of $150 Cash for Community Hotel 
Partner Promotional Campaign worth over $600 
reaching over 100,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Community 
Hotel Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival 
Website with a link back to your online 
reservation system

•	 2 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Community 
Hotel Partner Logo for your use
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Community Restaurant
Partner 

Our 600,000 Festival visitors need to eat, and we want 
them to eat at our respected Community Restaurant 
Partners. A fantastic chance to show-off your 
establishment, and invite the world to dine with you. 

What do YOU provide as a Community 
Restaurant Partner?

•	 A Special Menu selection that celebrates the Spring 
& Tulips in Ottawa, consider adding edible tulip 
petals to salads and appetizers

•	 Offer our Official Cocktail, Wine and/or Beer during 
the 11 days of the Festival. 

•	 Agree to send an email to your EDM Database 
about your Partnership

•	 Agree to post your Partnership on all social media 
networks

•	 Agree to use a GIANT Celebration Tulip and/or 
Window Decal 

What do YOU receive as a Community 
Restaurant Partner?

An investment of $1500 Cash provides entry into our 
Signature Restaurant Partner Promotional Campaign 
worth over $6000 reaching over 600,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Signature 
Restaurant Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival 
Website with a link back to your online reservation 
system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Restaurant Offerings

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through our 
Social Media Channels

•	 4 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival
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•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Signature 
Restaurant Partner Logo for your use

An investment of $500 Cash for Official Restaurant 
Partner Promotional Campaign worth over $2000 
reaching over 300,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as an Official 
Restaurant Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival 
Website with a link back to your online reservation 
system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Restaurant Offerings

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Official 
Restaurant Partner Logo for your use

An investment of $150 Cash for Community 
Restaurant Partner Promotional Campaign worth over 
$600 reaching over 100,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Community 
Restaurant Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival 
Website with a link back to your online reservation 
system

•	 2 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Community 
Restaurant Partner Logo for your use
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Community Event Partner 

Host your own public event. Have an event with a tulip, 
and you could become a certified Community Event 
Partner. Whether it’s a Museum Tour, a Community 
Dance, or a Corporate Gala, you may be eligible. 

What do YOU provide as a Community Event 
Partner?

•	 A free standing event that celebrates Tulips which is 
open to the public

•	 Agree to raise funds at the event for the Canadian 
Tulip Legacy. 

•	 Agree to send an email to your EDM Database about 
your Partnership Event

•	 Agree to post your Partnership Event on all social 
media networks

•	 Agree to use a GIANT Celebration Tulip and/or  
Window Decal 

What do YOU receive as a Community Event 
Partner?

An investment of $1500 Cash provides entry into our 
Signature Event Partner Promotional Campaign worth 
over $6000 reaching over 600,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Signature Event 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website with 
a link back to your website or online reservation 
system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Event

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through our 
Social Media Channels

•	 4 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Signature Event 
Partner Logo for your use
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An investment of $500 Cash provides entry into our 
Official Event Partner Promotional Campaign worth over 
$2000 reaching over 300,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as an Official Event 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website with 
a link back to your website or online reservation 
system

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Event

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through our 
Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Official Event 
Partner Logo for your use 

An investment of $150 Cash provides entry into our 
Community Event Partner Promotional Campaign worth 
over $600 reaching over 100,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Community Event 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website with 
a link back to your website or online reservation 
system

•	 2 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through our 
Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Community 
Event Partner Logo for your use
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Community Prize Partner

Offer a prize at the Canadian Tulip Festival and 
become a Community Prize Partner. Expose hundreds 
of thousands of people to your brand, and instill a fear 
of missing out on YOUR incredible prize. 

What do YOU provide as a Community Prize 
Partner?

•	 A stand-alone prize worth a Retail-Value of $1000
•	 Agree to send an email to your EDM Database 

about your Partner Prize
•	 Agree to post about your Partnership on all social 

media networks
•	 Agree to use a GIANT Celebration Tulip and/or  

Window Decal 

What do YOU receive as a Community Prize 
Partner?

An investment of $1500 Cash provides entry into our 
Signature Prize Partner Promotional Campaign worth 
over $6000 reaching over 600,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Signature Prize 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website 
with a link back to your website

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram Ad 
Campaign devoted to YOUR Prize offering

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 4 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 A FREE Removable Window Decal for Outdoor 
Advertising during the Festival

•	 A FREE GIANT Celebration Tulip to decorate & 
display as Outdoor Advertising all year-round

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Signature 
Prize Partner Logo for your use
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An investment of $500 Cash for Official Prize Partner 
Promotional Campaign worth over $2000 reaching 
over 300,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as an Official Prize 
Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival Website 
with a link back to your website

•	 A dedicated co-branded Facebook & Instagram 
Ad Campaign devoted to YOUR Prize offering

•	 4 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Official 
Prize Partner Logo for your use

An investment of $150 Cash for Community Prize 
Partner Promotional Campaign worth over $600 
reaching over 100,000 people

•	 Your logo prominently listed as a Community 
Prize Partner on the Canadian Tulip Festival 
Website with a link back to your website

•	 2 Organic Facebook & Instagram Posts through 
our Social Media Channels

•	 2 VIP Passes to our Fireworks Display on  
May 19, 2019

•	 E-Marketing Tool Kit including Official Community 
Prize Partner Logo for your use
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Julie Cole
Festival Coordinator
Sponsorships & Marketing
Canadian Tulip Festival

Direct: (613) 567-5757
Email: julie@tulipfestival.ca
Website: tulipfestival.ca


