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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

The Purple Rose Theatre’s Backyard BBQ Raises Nearly a Quarter Million Dollars 
Auction items included Jeff Daniels Live and Unplugged in Your Living Room 

 
CHELSEA, Mich. (August 10, 2017)— The Purple Rose Theatre Company’s (PRTC) 5th Annual 

Backyard BBQ raised nearly $250,000, double its previous record, to support the theatre’s 26th 

season and its apprentice program. DTE Energy Foundation was the presenting sponsor.  

 

The event featured a special performance directed by Guy Sanville, PRTC Artistic Director, which 

highlighted next season’s plays, which include three world premieres written by Michigan-based 

playwrights Jeff Daniels, David MacGregor and Jeff Duncan. 
 
Hosted at the Chelsea Fairgrounds on July 23, the BBQ was attended by 300 patrons. The grand 

auction item, a 75-minute private concert by Jeff Daniels, sold to two separate bidders for $40,000 

each. The Herrick Foundation matched the first $40,000 resulting in a yield of $120,000.  
 
Auctioneers were Jim Brandstatter, Detroit Lions color analyst and University of Michigan play-by-

play man, and his wife Robbie Timmons, former WXYZ-TV Detroit news anchor and author. 
 

Other auction items included a Broadway Show package, a week’s stay in a luxury apartment in 

Paris, wine-country getaways, a Stephen Colbert Emmy Awards Experience and a Zulu Nyala 

African Photo Safari.  
 
"We are thrilled by the turnout and results of the BBQ," said PRTC Managing Director Katie 

Hubbard. “This fundraising effort and its tremendous outcome is something that our patrons,  

sponsors, auction contributors, volunteers, staff, and board should be so proud of.” 
 
In addition to DTE Energy Foundation, other sponsors included Jim and Debbie Beuche; Chelsea 

Rhone LLC; “JIFFY” Mix; Chemical Bank; Legacy Assisted Living; Shinola Detroit; Varsity 

Automotive Group and Lincoln; Domino’s Pizza; Encompass Financial Partners/AssetMark Inc.; 

Daniel Moons and Antoinette Pilzner; Spring Arbor University; A. R. Brouwer Company; American 1 

Credit Union; Chelsea State Bank; Jeff and Barbara Duncan; Keith and Krista Smillie; Rick Taylor 

Real Estate; and Thrivent Financial.  

 

purplerosetheatre.org


 2 

Special thanks given to Lloyd Ganton (for an exhibition of period classic automobiles), Chelsea 

Comfort Inn & Village Conference Center, UTEC, Chelsea Alehouse, LangeTwins Family Winery & 

Vineyards, PrintTech, ULitho, and Foresight Group printers. 
 
About the Purple Rose Theatre Company 
 
Founded in 1991 by actor, playwright, musician and Chelsea native Jeff Daniels, The Purple Rose 

Theatre Company is a creative home for original American plays. In the 168-seat theatre, patrons 

experience an intimate encounter with live theatre. 

The PRTC also provides an apprenticeship program, performance classes, readings, lectures and 

tours. It commissions new work from established and early-career playwrights. As a 501(c)(3) not-

for-profit professional theatre, the PRTC operates under a Small Professional Theatre agreement 

with the Actors’ Equity Association. 

For more information contact PRTC Managing Director Katie Hubbard at (734) 433-7782, 

khubbard@purplerosetheatre.org. 

 

 


