
“Starter”--music and lyrics by Ehud Banai (2004) 

 

I sat with Starter and with Quiet Micah, like every Tuesday afternoon 

Starter had a certain look on his face. “There’s something to talk about,” his eyes were 

saying. 

Between us and the kids, Gila went around, caressing Starter, smiling quietly 

She loves him madly. For him, she was ready to give her eyes 

Starter began and said, “Ultimately, our lives are neither here nor there 

True, we lack nothing, but living small isn’t appropriate. 

I’m talking about a bank heist. One hit and we are set for life. 

I’ve got a guy on the inside, the security guard. We’re sure to get in smoothly with a key.” 

 

Chorus: 

Time passes, because that’s what time does 

Time passes, because time is time and there are no breaks 

 

“That the security guy isn’t one of us,” I said, “is going to cause trouble, it’ll be a mess.” 

“You have to admit,” Gila said, cutting me off, “that Starter’s a genius and it’s a perfect plan.” 

A day before the operation, my wife was a little stressed. She wouldn’t shut up, she kept 

talking, and I got annoyed 

“Look at Gila,” I said, “Look at Gila!” Wow, that genius Starter knew who to marry! 

 

Chorus 

 

The robbery went off like clockwork, without incident. All the way home we didn’t stop 

laughing 

I told my wife to start packing; in two or three days, we are flying to New York! 



An hour before the flight, there’s a knock at the door. They arrest the three of us and there’s 

an investigation 

“It’s your security guy!” I shouted at Starter. “I told you he’d bring the police!” 

 

Chorus 

 

Ten years on the inside, I didn’t see Starter. I didn’t hear from Gila, nor from the Quiet One 

Until the day after we were released, he came and told me what really happened there 

“The cop who arrested the three of us moved up in life, today he’s a station captain 

And his beautiful wife, you wouldn’t believe, her name is Gila. We were a wedding present.” 

Time stood still for a couple of minutes. Time stopped, and so did my heart 

I went outside, grabbed a cab, and flew to visit Starter, the pained one 

At first he didn’t have the heart to look me in the eye. But then he lifted his head and smiled 

“The money and Gila are gone,” he said. “But where does the time go? Where does the time 

go? 

 

Chorus 


