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mind . . . and now I don’t want to say anything more.
I have nothing more to add. . . . Enough!”

He noisily pulled back a chair and cast himself heav-
ily into it, wiping the sweat off his face with his palm,
and sat there all in a turmoil, with his face flaming, his
heart pounding, and his temples throbbing.

It grew quiet, like the stillness after a quarrel. The
men were silent and sat uncertainly with changed faces,
not sure in their hearts nor easy in their minds, as
though in doubt whether something might not be lost
or lacking, or as if they were in mid-passage between
where they had been and where they were going.

Then the chairman lifted his eyes and spoke with a
certain strain: “Have you finished?”

At that, Yudka sprang to his feet with a jerk.

“Right away, right away . . .” He spoke hastily and
with some panic. “I said much too much. . . . That's
not how I meant it, not the way I thought. It came out
by itself. The devil knows how . . . such nonsense!
Trifles, side issues like that, about Yiddish there, and
the names. . . . It was ridiculous, quite unnecessary. I
see it myself. . . . But just those side issues, those un-
important details, you know, they come to mind im-
mediately. . . . Well, it’s all the same. What I mean,
I really just wanted to explain . . . I no longer know
how to tell you . . . the main thing, what I'm after. It’s
not just . . . yes! Well, now. Now to the main thing. I
beg just a few more minutes of patience. . ., .”

The boys all straightened up in their chairs and felt
more at ease, as though he had saved them from a great
worry—especially the chairman, who bowed his head
and sat staring at his finger nails.

“Say what you want,” he said, “and let’s see if we
can’t do without the philosophy. . . .”

—T'ranslated by Ben Halpern
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