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2 0 1 7  C o n f e r e n c e  C a l l  f o r  P r o p o s a l s
RESNA's Annual Conference is June 26-30 at the Hilton Riverside in New Orleans. 

The conference will include workshops, Developer's Forums, poster sessions, an 
exhibit hall, networking opportunities, and more

• Workshop and instructional course proposals are due December 9.

• RESNA will host an Assistive Technology Debate. To submit a topic proposal, please fill
out the online topic submission form.

• Breaking news! The call for scientific and student scientific papers has just been posted.
The deadline is January 16, 2017.

Click here for more information about the conference

N I D I L R R  S e e k s  I n p u t  f o r  S t r a t e g i c  P l a n n i n g ;  
R E S N A  A l s o  R e q u e s t s  F e e d b a c k
The National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research 
(NIDILRR) is seeking public comment to help its upcoming five-year strategic plan. This 
information helps to inform NIDILRR’s future funding priorities and strategic direction. 

www.resna.org
http://www.resna.org/professional-development/webinars
http://www.resna.org/news-events/annual-meeting/resna-2017-annual-conference
http://www.resna.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LimlI8wTWD_dW33nYIhv304kdL-tKH6PXwBsOvbCfJfQP4NPPBySeUz1lb3V18q-BIkXogVfJp6ydaHGMZ1xOKMaPfvCASbzkN-34iazUBBx9qMa-j1F4yHIy5zUd2tzm_p_T15oHv6L1nJc6WneEeQd4xaWfKrxh2O5BdeCJtU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LimlI8wTWD_dW33nYIhv304kdL-tKH6PXwBsOvbCfJfQP4NPPBySeX7k39XxoXiMRzDnEbFsBCnPclMOljq6RNMJoYN3c9DA6xh_tUolosK-dqR2W9qDPFvt6FjktN43WKUwOjwnzDLkAXZxdlO17VRFAR_riIJr95VHBl0bp1Q=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LimlI8wTWD_dW33nYIhv304kdL-tKH6PXwBsOvbCfJfQP4NPPBySeUh_zNoxobhlxnSBTFvzqQG_JoAWpaOW-SeMVlreo2fpiJlUfFrTvlxAaVq4-KV7xtV9Cc8FGSlR65d9GzWJxF-WJI2lZcrohEH3qPCJLsuBbyeieYxmKth3e5-eI0fuMQEhUd3lYAX_BUhEnwV6ZeG3itUjHemfSA==&c=&ch=
http://www.resna.org/news-events/annual-meeting/call-proposals
https://goo.gl/forms/3xTb7pbcBnRPAjkX2


Year End  Donation Campaign is  open
RESNA began a Year End contribution campaign on Giving 
Tuesday

Giving Tuesday is a day dedicated to giving back to the community. Our community is one 
that advances the health and well-being of people with disabilities through technology 
solutions. 

As we approach the end of 2016, we are asking for your continued support of RESNA and 
the fields of rehabilitation engineering and assistive technology through a Year End 
contribution. We ask that all those who want to empower the AT field consider making a 
donation to benefit RESNA.  

You can donate to the RESNA Founders Fund to help support educational opportunities for 
students and emerging professionals. You can earmark your donation to the Founders Fund 
to support the Joey Wallace Educational Scholarship fund. In addition, you can donate to 
support RESNA’s operating fund, by designating your contribution as such on the linked 
form. Your donation will then help to support all of RESNA’s work, including our efforts on 
standards development, research, accreditation, as well as educational offerings including 
our annual conference. 

NIDILRR is particularly interested in incorporating input from key stakeholders—
especially people with disabilities— three questions:

1. What issues or barriers make it challenging for you to be an active member of your
community?

2. What improvements would make your daily life better?
3. What has changed, for better or worse, in the last five years that has affected your

ability to achieve your goals?

RESNA members are encouraged to participate in two ways:
First, you are encouraged to offer comments to NIDILRR directly by e-mail at 
NIDILRRfuture@acl.hhs.gov no later than December 12, 2016. For more information, please 
visit http://www.acl.gov/NewsRoom/NewsInfo/2016/2016_10_06b.aspx

Second, RESNA will submit organizational comments to NIDILRR. You may offer suggested 
comments to RESNA’s Research Committee and Government Affairs Committee. Please e-mail 
Nathan Moon (Government Affairs Committee chair) at nathan.moon@gatech.edu with your 
comments by 5 PM, Friday, December 9, 2016. Nathan and Heidi Koester (Research 
Committee chair) will summarize member comments for a formal RESNA response to NIDILRR.

Please feel free to share this information with your colleagues, clients, and others who may be 
interested in these issues. Thank you for your participation.

mailto:NIDILRRfuture@acl.hhs.gov
http://www.acl.gov/NewsRoom/NewsInfo/2016/2016_10_06b.aspx
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We appreciate your consideration of a donation to RESNA and its Founders Fund. Since 
RESNA is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit association, your donation is fully tax deductible in 
the United States.

Guest Art icle:  “Pr ison can mean losing cane, 
wheelchair  or  even prosthet ic leg”
By Andrew Winnegar, Training Associate for the Southwest ADA 
Center, based in Sante Fe, NM

Editor's note: This edition is from the Sante Fe New Mexican, written 
by Andrew Winnegar. Andrew previously worked as the Project Co-
Director on the RESNA Catalyst Project 

Rick McConnell told The New Mexican in a story published in April that 
he spent four years of his 18-year sentence in a New Mexico prison 
without his prosthetic leg. He was forced to hop on one leg to get 
around, he said, because his crutches were often taken away from him 
by prison staff at the Lea County Correctional Facility in Hobbs. 

Read the entire article

Government Relat ions Update

HME industry has a vehicle in Congress to 
rollback reimbursement cuts 

Lawmakers are currently considering this bill. It contains 
language that would roll back the cuts for six months, 
paving the way for providers in non-bid areas to recoup 
reductions for items. This legislation will help HME 
providers in rural areas stay in business and serve their 
communities, while we continue to work for a more 
realistic and sustainable pricing environment for all HME 
providers. 

See the complete update 

Nathan Moon chairs RESNA's Government Affairs Committee. 
See the Government Relations webpage for more information. 
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RESNA Announces New Members of  the Board
New officers and seven new board members' terms began August 1, 2016

Three new board members were elected to three-year terms by the membership:
• John Anschutz, ATP, RET
• Doug Gayton, ATP
• Cher Smith, MSc, OT, Reg (NS)

Other board members were appointed: 
• Nathan Moon, PhD
• Matthew Press, OT, ATP
• Jim Lenker, PhD, OTR/L, ATP

New officers of the board include:
• Treasurer - Maureen Linden, MS
• Secretary - Meghan Donahue, MS, ATP

Roger O. Smith, PhD, OT, FAOTA, and RESNA Fellow became President for a two year term 
and Mary Ellen Buning, PhD, OTR/L, ATP/SMS is President-Elect. 

W e b i n a r :  T a c k l i n g  D a y - t o - D a y  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  B a r r i e r s
f o r  P e r s o n s  W h o  a r e  D e a f  o r  H a r d  o f  H e a r i n g
December 21, 2016 at 3pm ET 

Recent technologies have opened interactive communication between persons that are 
deaf and hard of hearing and those that are not. This workshop will take the perspective of 
the technology user and define how these technologies improve the quality of their 
interactions at home and at work. It will also touch on some communication etiquette that 
facilitates interaction in all contexts. 

The presenter is Lynne Deese, ATP, an Assistive Technologist for the North Carolina 
Assistive Technology Program (NCATP) since 1999. With a Master’s degree in Special 
Education, Lynne has provided a full range of assistive technology services including 
demonstration/loan and individualized assessment. Currently she holds the position of 
Media and Training Coordinator at NCATP. In addition to handling all social media, Lynne 
manages training efforts including online training, video demonstration, website 
development, and resource management.

The cost is $32 for members, and RESNA is providing 0.1 CEUs for this webinar.

Click here to register

http://www.resna.org/professional-development/webinars/tackling-day-day-communication-barriers-persons-who-are-deaf-or


OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn  NNeewwss Julien Williams joined RESNA in November as the Manager of 
Membership, Marketing, & Communications. He has 10 years of 
experience primarily working in membership relations and 
marketing for several national nonprofit associations. He holds 
a B.A. in Government from the College of William and Mary. 
You can reach him via email at jwilliams@resna.org

Mark  Your  Calendars!

December 9:  Conference Workshop and Instructional Course Proposals due

December 12: NIDILRR Public Comments on 5-year strategic plan due to NIDILRR 

December 15: AT Debate topic suggestions due. Please use the online topic submission form 

December 21: Tackling Day-to-Day Communication Barriers for Persons Who are Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing Webinar

January 16: Scientific Paper and Student Scientific Papers Proposals due 

Membership Questions:
membership@resna.org

RESNA
703-524-6686

 Suite 1540, 1700 N. Moore Street
Arlington, VA 22209-1903

 http://www.resna.org

RESNA, the Rehabilitation Engineering & Assistive Technology Society of North America, is the
premier professional organization dedicated to promoting the health and well-being of people with

disabilities through increasing access to technology solutions. 
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