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Comrades, 

November is a great month! The weather has been temperamental, and I 
don’t know weather to wear a t-shirt or a parka—but the leaves are turning 
and fall is here to stay! As we look forward to holidays and time spent with our 
families, let’s not forget all the events we have coming up. We will be distrib-
uting Buddy Poppies at the normal locations, thank you to everyone who has 
signed up for a shift! The donations from these poppies go into a fund that is 
only used to help local veterans in need. Thank you! 

Our Adjutant has been doing a really great job posting events on Facebook 
and sending out emails as reminders. There are so many different activities, 
please consider participating in at least one of them! If you do participate in a 
Veterans Day event, please let myself or Kevin Hutchison know. These 
school activities, Buddy Poppy drives, patriotic events, can all be counted to-
wards community service and patriotic education—so make sure you let us 
know what you’re doing out in the community to represent VFW Post 7356! 

We have our Youth Scholarship dinner coming up on Sunday December 2nd. 
Please, consider attending and supporting our local youth and their families. This is a great way to showcase 
our Post and let the community know that we are here and active. Please make sure you RSVP on the email 
that was sent out last week. It will be sent out again incase you missed it. 

A huge thank you to everyone who makes this VFW Post a success. We wouldn’t be where we are today with-
out the constant, steady support of our Quartermaster. He works hours and hours each week to pay the bills 
and make sure things run smoothly. Thank you Bob Eckerle, for everything you do. When I travel to other De-
partments, I always boast about my home post. We have such an amazing core group of veterans who work to 
create a successful post. I hate to name those who I count on, for fear I leave someone out. 

This past month, some of you were present just before the meeting when my 9 month old daughter had an epi-
soid where she lost all her color and her lips turned blue. I can’t thank all of you enough for being a place 
where we could run out the door with her and trust that our other two daughters would be taken care of. She is 
doing well, and was back to her normal self a couple hours after the episode. We are sill needing to do more 
tests, but she is acting happy and healthy! A huge thanks to Joe, our Sr. Vice Commander for taking the wheel 
and running the meeting when I had to run out. 

I’m looking forward to seeing each of you this month! Reminder, we have adjusted our meeting time for 
Thanksgiving holiday and the VFW Auxiliary is going to provide the meal for all of us to share. If you’re a mem-
ber of our VFW Post, and have never come to the physical post—stop by! We’d love to meet you . Come and 
celebrate the holidays with us. 

Have a wonderful month! See you soon. 

Tara Arteaga 

Post Commander 

———-  2018-2019 Post Officers ——- 

Commander               Tara Arteaga  816-726-7777 Judge Advocate  Larry Maher 816-587-2213 
Sr. Vice Commander Joe Wolfgeher Jr.   417-619-0731 Chaplain             John Bugg  816-741-8359  
Jr. Vice Commander  Wallace James   785-477-8668 Surgeon  Mike Vogt 816-522-5944   
Quartermaster            Robert Eckerle  816-741-8766 3-year Trustee  Jeff Fox  816-584-2688 
Adjutant                      Kevin Hutchison  816-507-4909 2-year Trustee  Rick Butler  816-739-0693 
Post SO                      Philip Duncan     816-587-1117 1-year Trustee  Jerry Felker  816-587-8026 
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Around Our Auxiliary 

The “Trick or Treaters” have come and Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  Before we know it – Christmas 
will be upon us.  2018 has gone by so quickly and it has been an extremely busy year for Auxiliary 7356!  Be-
low are just a few items of interest for our Auxiliary members. 

Our own member and District President, Cheryl Hainkel, and her husband, T.J., were both hospitalized recently.  
They are now home.  Please keep them both in your thoughts and prayers.  They ask for no telephone calls at 
this time, however cards are welcomed. 

POP CAN TABS:  Keep collecting the can tabs for Ronald McDonald House!  Pull tabs that are on canned 
foods also count.  Save your tabs and bring to the post each time you are there.  A sizable donation is ready for 
donation to Ronald McDonald House Charities. 

CONGRATULATIONS AUXILIARY 7356:  We are at 100% membership for 2018 – 2019!  There is still 
time to pay dues and remain in good standing by December 31st.  Names of all annual members who paid dues 
by October 31st will be placed in the drawing for an Auxiliary Life Membership at the November meeting.   

ANNUAL VETERAN’S DAY SPAGHETTI DINNER: will be held at VFW Post 7356 on Saturday, Novem-
ber 10th from 5 to 7 pm.  The dinner is free to all veterans, first responders and their families.  Please see the 
flyer included in this newsletter. 

ANNUAL CAMERON CHRISTMAS PARTY: The date is Sunday, December 9th from 2 to 4 pm.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Santa will attend as well as Cub Scouts.  All Auxiliary members are invited to join us. 

Hope to see everyone at the November meeting – November 29th – 7 pm; Free Chili dinner provided by the 
Auxiliary at 6 pm before meeting at 7 pm. 

 

Anita 

Anita Crowell, President 
816.550.1049 – anita.crowell@yahoo.com 

———-  2018-2019 Auxiliary Officers ——- 

President   Anita Crowell  816-550-1049 Guard         Mary Lou Wilkinson 816-769-1157  
Sr. Vice President Mary Helbock   816-741-9676  Chaplain        Rosemary Karp 816-587-5313  
Jr. Vice President Jodi Kersten  913-638-7734  3-year Trustee        Rosemary Karp 816-587-5313  
Secretary  Lori Green  816-663-2194  2-year Trustee        Cheryl Hainkel 816-806-2796  

Treasurer  Judith Green  816-741-9489  1-year Trustee        Linda Eckerle  816-741-8766  
Conductor                      Randy Green     816-663-2236  Patriotic Instructor    Cheryl Hainkel  816-806-2796  
        Historian        Tonya Crowell 816-651-6012 

mailto:anita.crowell@yahoo.com
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If you would like weekly updates on what the VFW Legislative Department is doing to make 
headway in Washington, sign up for the VFW Action Corps here: 

http://capwiz.com/vfw/mlm/signup.htm 

From the Hill 

DOD Sending Active Duty Forces to U.S. Bor-
der: On Thursday, the Associated Press reported 
that President Trump directed the Secretary of 
Defense to deploy 800 active duty soldiers to the 
U.S./Mexico border. Currently, there are approx-
imately 2,000 National Guard soldiers support-
ing the U.S. Border Patrol with logistics, com-
munications, and administrative support. How-
ever, it is unclear what role the active duty forces 
will play in the overall border security operation 
since federal law prohibits them from conducting 
law enforcement activities inside the U.S. unless 
specifically authorized by Congress. 

DHA MSO/VSO Working Group: The VFW 
participated in the monthly Defense Health 
Agency (DHA) MSO/VSO Working Group led 
by DHA Deputy Director Guy Kiyokawa. The 
meeting provided updates regarding TRICARE 
performance, and TRICARE Select co-
payments.  

Delayed Housing Payments Impacting up to 
180,000 Student Veterans: The VFW is urging 
tens of thousands of student veterans to immedi-
ately contact the Department of Veterans Affairs 
at 888-GIBILL-1 (or 888-442-4551) if they are 
facing a financial hardship due to delayed VA 
housing payments. VA said earlier this week that 
as many as 180,000 student veterans housing 
payments were delayed this month in part due to 
computer updates to reflect benefit changes 
through the Forever GI Bill.   

2019 COLA Increase Will Be Largest in 7 
Years: Military and federal retirees, veterans 
receiving compensation from VA, and Social 
Security recipients will see a 2.8% Cost of Liv-
ing Allowance (COLA) increase beginning in 
2019.   

POW/MIA Update: 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agen-
cy has announced nine new identifications. Returning 
home with full military honors are : 

• Mr. George L. Ritter an employee of Air America 
Incorporated, was piloting an Air America C-123K 
from Udorn Airfield, Kingdom of Thailand, headed 
for Xienhom District, Xaingnabouli Province, Laos  

• Merchant Marine Wiper Elvis N. Spotts was a crew 
member of the SS Cape Isabel, part of a convoy of 
three ships including the USS Grayson and the SS 
Cape Fear. On Feb. 22, 1944, the ships were approxi-
mately 12 miles off the coast of Tarawa Atoll. 

•  Marine Corps Sgt. Dwight W. Randall was a mem-
ber of Company C, 2nd Amphibian Tractor Battalion, 
2nd Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force, which 
landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small 
island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Is-
lands, in an attempt to secure the island.  

• Navy Fireman 1st Class Angelo M. Gabriele was as-
signed to the battleship USS West Virginia, which 
was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the 
ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft.  

• Navy Fireman 1st Class Grant C. Cook, Jr. was sta-
tioned aboard the USS Oklahoma, which was moored 
at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was at-
tacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941.  

Retired Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. John L. Canley was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions in the brutal 
Battle of Hue during the Vietnam War. President Donald 
Trump presented the medal on Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2018, 

Medal of Honor Award 

http://capwiz.com/vfw/mlm/signup.htm
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South Platte Memorial Post 7356 

P.O. Box 12121 
Parkville, MO 64152 
 
816-746-8010 

Calendar  

November 2018 
 
8 Commanders Call 6PM 
10 U.S. Marine Corps Birthday 
11 Veterans Day 
12 Leavenworth Parade 
24 NO Breakfast  
29 VFW/Auxiliary Business Meeting 
 6PM Free Dinner 
 7PM Post Meetings 
 
NOTE: Meeting has been changed to 
account for the Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
No breakfast on the 24th  

 

Every Monday 
Night  

Civil Air Patrol  
6- 9 p.m.   

Every Saturday 
Morning 

Breakfast 8-10 
a.m.  

 

December 2019 
 
2 Youth Scholarship Awards Dinner 
7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
13 U.S. National Guard Birthday 
13 Commanders Call 6PM 
15 Last breakfast of the year 
20 VFW/Auxiliary Business Meeting 
 6PM Free Dinner 
 7PM Post Meetings 
25 Christmas Day 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ParkvilleVFW7356  

Follow VFWPOST7356  

Connect with us on social 
media: 

Upcoming Event: 

Post 7356 will be 
hosting an Awards 
Dinner for 
our Voice of De-
mocracy 
and Patriot Pen's 
Winners of our 

Scholarship program at the Post on Sunday Decem-
ber 2nd, 2018 starting at 6:00 p.m. 

While a RSVP is requested only if you plan to at-
tend, the event is open to the public so feel free to 
invite your friends and family members.  

You may also email Robert Eckerle 
at vfwpost7356@kc.rr.com or call 816-863-3164. 

A $10 donation at the door will be appreciated to 
assist in deferring the cost. Except our Youth Essay 
winners and their families and invited guest. 

RSVP Deadline November 24, 2018 by 5:00 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/ParkvilleVFW7356

