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The Baptism of Christ and First Sunday after Epiphany 
 

PRELUDE          What Child Is This?           John Turner, John Carter and Joel Raney 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

HYMN               We Three Kings of Orient Are            Tune: KINGS OF ORIENT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                
Children of God, arise! Shine! 
Our light has come! 
God has done wondrous things! 
O come, let us worship the Lord! 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
Light of Christ, you shine your grace and glory upon your creation.  With longing in 
each of our hearts, we search for you.  With one heart, may we share the joy of finding 
you.  May our knees bend in homage.  May our lips sing in grateful praise.   May we 
offer our most precious gifts to you.  We ask these things in the name of your light, 
which is the Light of All People, who taught us to pray saying… 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.    
 

FIRST READING                                                 Matthew 2:1-12 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 



where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                              Andrea Burt 
 

ANTHEM                Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized            Kenneth Lowenberg 
 

SECOND READING                                             Matthew 2:13-23 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.” 16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who 
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise 
men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A 
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”19 When Herod died, an 
angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the 
land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away 
to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazorean.” 
 

SERMON                      “Not the End of the Story”                Rev. Al Bunis 
 

SERMON RESPONSE                   O God, Our Help in Ages Past           Tune: ST. ANNE 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 
The Lord be with you,  
and also with you.  
Let us pray:  O Lord, show your mercy upon us,  
and grant us your salvation.  
O God, make clean our hearts within us,  
and may your Holy Spirit live within us.  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  



PRAYER RESPONSE                         May the Words                   Robert Heath 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                              Psalm 29 
 

The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 

Give to the Lord, you sons of God, 
Give to the Lord glory and praise, 
Give to the Lord the glory due His name; 
Adore the Lord in holy attire. 
 

The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 

The voice of the Lord is over the waters, 
The Lord, over vast waters. 
The voice of the Lord is mighty; 
The voice of the Lord is majestic. 
 

The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 

The God of glory thunders, 
And in His temple all say, 
“Glory!” The Lord is enthroned above the flood; 
The Lord is enthroned as king forever. 
 

The Lord will bless His people with peace. 
 

OFFERTORY        Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God          Keith Getty arr. Lloyd Larson                                
 

BENEDICTION  
 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE           My Son, the Beloved              David Blackwell  
 

POSTLUDE             I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day            arr. Bruce Greer  
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