STATE OF KANSAS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.O. BOX 606
HESSTON, KANSAS 67062
(620) 869-9487

STATE CAPITOL
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66612
(785) 296-7500
stephen.owens@house.ks.gov

STEPHEN OWENS
74TH DISTRICT

February 1, 2019
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Honorable Andrew Cuomo,

As members of the Kansas Legislature, we stand united in voicing our complete disapproval of
your recently enacted law allowing abortion up until the day before delivery, enabling medical
professionals other than licensed Medical Doctors to perform said abortions, and the
decriminalization of the death of an unborn child.

According to the Declaration of Independence, considered to be the founding document of the
United States,!" it is a “self-evident’ truth “that [all men] are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights" such as ‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."® That our
founding document enumerates “Life” as first among other fundamental rights® implies that our
founding document deems the right to life to be the preeminent of all rights. Also, that our
founding document deems the right to life a gift of man’s “Creator’™ implies that human life is
inherently precious at all stages and is not to be unjustly taken. These things could not have
escaped the notice of the drafters and ratifiers of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution which, among other things, forbids every state from depriving “any person”
of “life . . . without due process of law” or “deny[ing] to any person . . . the equal protection of
the laws."®

We also hold that the Freedom Tower is a symbol of our Nation and express our displeasure
that it has now been defiled and been allowed to be used as a political statement, letting the
world think our country does not care about our children. We believe that the family is the basic
and fundamental unit of society and must be protected at all costs.



Attached are members of the Kansas Legislature that wish to express their utter and complete
disapproval for the disregard of the unborn children of the State of New York. The moral
degradation of society can be directly linked to the lack of family and the disregard for human
life that now permeates our society.

Submitted in Solidarity,

Repre’s'é/ntative Stephen Owens

*Drafted with the assistance of Representative Jesse Burris

[1] See. e.g.. Declaring Independence: The Origin and Influence of America's Founding Document Christian Y. Dupont & Peter S. Onuf eds.,
2008)

[2] Thursday, July 4, 1776, reprinted in 5 Journals of the Continental Congress 1774 — 1789 at 509, 510 (Worthington C. Ford ed., Washington,
D.C., U.S. Government Printing Office 1906) (reproducing “The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America”).

[3] See id.

[4] 1d.

[5] See U.S. Const. amend. X1V, § 1, reprinted in Robert Brady, The Constitution of the United States of America. As Amended. H.R. Doc. No.
110-50, at 16 (United States Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 2007), available at

hitps:#www, epo gov/dsys/pke/CDOC- 1 10hdoe30/pd FCDOC-110hdoeS0.pdf (bolding and italicizing added).
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