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BLACK BOX ANALYSIS OF MYTHS & COGNITIVE
ERRORS IN DENTAL SEDATION
Dental sedation (oral and IV) is a valuable tool that allows many
patients to undergo important dental procedures that otherwise
could not be performed comfortably. However, when
administered improperly or in the wrong patient, dental sedation
techniques can have deadly consequences. Using actual case
studies from recent dental sedation tragedies, this presentation
will go thru a root-cause or "black box" analysis to identify the
myths and cognitive errors that lead to adverse outcomes in
dental office sedation. Basic pharmacology, anatomy and
physiology will be explained in a straightforward manner that
will illustrate the simple power of basic anesthesia principles.
Practical, meaningful strategies and techniques will also be
discussed that can help ALL dental office personnel (dentists,
dental assistants, and front office staff), tangibly improve
patient safety in the dental office.

Learning Objectives:
Identify common myths and cognitive errors in
dental sedation that can impair patient safety.
Discuss and identify basic principles in
pharmacology and physiology that dental
providers need to understand to safely perform
sedation techniques (oral and IV) in the dental
office.
Identify and implement simple but powerful,
practical techniques that can dramatically
improve patient safety in the dental office
setting.
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